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818-357-2446

omments 
Comments from the public on agenda items will be heard only when the respective item is being 

considered. Comments from the public on other matters not appearing on the agenda that are within 

the Board’s jurisdiction will be heard during the General Public Comment period.  Please note that 

under the Brown Act, the Board is prevented from acting on a matter that you bring to its attention 

during the General Public Comment period; however, the issue raised by a member of the public may 

become the subject of a future Board meeting.  

The Van Nuys Neighborhood Council does not condone disrespectful and/or harmful speech. We 

apologize in advance to those attending this meeting who may hear such language during any public 

comment. We are obligated to uphold an individual’s right to free speech. However, we want to be 

clear that all comments made at this meeting must be in the jurisdiction of this body, directed to this 

body as a whole, and, if made during any time other than General Public Comments, must be specific 

to an agenda item. 

Public comment is limited to a maximum of 2 minutes per speaker per item with a maximum of 10 

minutes total per meeting, unless adjusted by the presiding officer of the Board. Actual time for each 

comment will be recorded in 30 second increments (i.e., 30 sec., 1 min., 90 sec., 2 min.). 

Stakeholders are asked to respect the timekeeper when you are alerted that your time has expired. 

Van Nuys Neighborhood Council Boardmembers are reminded not to cut off, interrupt, or otherwise 

en gage with Stakeholders during their allotted time for Public Comment.   

mailto:kathy.schreiner@vnnc.org
mailto:maduka.nkuku@vnnc.org
mailto:david.harari@vnnc.org
mailto:myrra.bolla@vnnc.org
mailto:info@vnnc.org
http://www.vnnc.org/
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. 

Van Nuys Neighborhood Council Board Members are reminded not to cut off, interrupt, or 

otherwise engage with Stakeholders during their allotted time for public comment. 

Speakers shall limit their comments to matters relevant to the item on the agenda. The Chair 

may rule that the speaker is out of order if the comments are not germane to the item under 

consideration. 

Speakers shall direct their comments to the Board (not to an individual). 

Stakeholders are welcome to offer comments -- both during General Public Comment and Public 

Comments on specific agenda items -- but the Van Nuys Neighborhood Council requests that 

Stakeholders do not disrupt the meeting for other Stakeholders in attendance. We ask that 

Stakeholders refrain from calling out or participating in behavior that would disrupt the Board 

Meeting of the Van Nuys Neighborhood Council.   Stakeholders will be given an initial warning. 

There may be two additional warnings before the stakeholder is asked to leave the meeting due to 

disruptions of the meeting. 

All public comments must be made into the microphone at the lectern to facilitate the capture of a 

clear recording of the meeting. 

 

1. Roll Call and Pledge of Allegiance 

2. Reports from LAPD and LAFD  

a. Report from LAPD Van Nuys Division - https://vnnc.org/resource/ 

b. Report from LAFD 

3. Remarks and Q&A with CD 2 Councilmember Adrin Nazarian 

4. Reports from other Government officials (2 min each) 

▪ Council District 4 – Taleen Keuroghlian  taleen.keuroghlian@lacity.org 

▪ Council District 6 – Paulina Alvarado paulina.alvarado@lacity.org  

(818) 778-4999 

▪ Department of Neighborhood Empowerment (DONE) – Alfonso Manzo 

alfonso.manzo@lacity.org  

▪ Mayor’s office – Betsaira Aguilera betsaira.aguilera@lacity.org (213) 257-0224 

▪ LAUSD Board District 3, Scott Schmerelson scott.schmerelson@lausd.net 

▪ Los Angeles County 3rd District (Lindsay Horvath) – Karen Dominguez 

KDominguez@bos.lacounty.gov 

▪ Assembly District 46 (Jesse Gabriel) – Clarissa Gomez 

Clarissa.Gomez@asm.ca.gov  

https://vnnc.org/resource/
mailto:taleen.keuroghlian@lacity.org
mailto:paulina.alvarado@lacity.org
mailto:alfonso.manzo@lacity.org
mailto:betsaira.aguilera@lacity.org
mailto:scott.schmerelson@lausd.net
mailto:KDominguez@bos.lacounty.gov
https://d.docs.live.net/94080843dcd6bf09/Documents/Clarissa.Gomez@asm.ca.gov
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▪ Senate District 20 (Caroline Menjivar) –Teodora Reyes 

Teodora.reyes@sen.ca.gov 

▪ California Congressional District 29 – Cynthia Becerra 

Cynthia.Becerra@email.house.gov  (818) 253-3535 

• Metro staff: Construction updates regarding the ESFV Light Rail transit 

project -- with special emphasis on the electric vault installation project that 

will result in the closure of one traffic lane each direction and closure of 

parking lanes due to blocking off with K-rail of the east side of Van Nuys 

Blvd, from Gault St. (just south of Sherman Way) to Arminta (just north of 

the railroad overpass) for two years. 

5.  Self-introductions of certified candidates for the VNNC election (2 minutes 

each). 

6. General Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items – maximum of 2 min per 

stakeholder  

(Note that topics discussed must be within the jurisdiction of the VNNC.) 

7. Officer Reports 

a. President 

--  Please complete either the short (5 minutes) of long (15 minutes) survey 

for the LA Park Needs Assessment. Both surveys can be found on the 

following website: https://needs.parks.lacity.gov/ 

--  A printed copy of VNNC General Board Meeting agendas and linked files 

can be reviewed in a reference notebook that is located at the Van Nuys 

Branch Library. 

--  For information on upcoming local events and services, look under the 

Events list on the right side of the homepage of the vnnc.org website and 

on the calendar. 

--  Openings for a Homeless Liaison, 2 Budget Representatives, a Regional 

Grievance Panelist, and a representative to the NC Emergency 

Preparedness Alliance. 

--  Vote by mail application period begins April 11th for 2025 election for 

VNNC. Voting  will be ONLY by mail-in ballot. Election day is June 10. 

b. Vice-President 

c. Secretary – Vacant 

d. Treasurer  

e. Parliamentarian 

8. Consent Agenda  

a. Review/approve minutes from the November 13 Board meeting, February 26 

Special Board Meeting, and March 12 Board Meeting. 

https://vnnc.org/wp-

content/uploads/2025/04/VNNC_11132024_GBM_Draft_Minutes_Final.pdf 

https://vnnc.org/wp-

content/uploads/2025/04/VNNC_02262025_SGBM_Draft_Minutes_Final.pdf 

mailto:Teodora.reyes@sen.ca.gov
mailto:Cynthia.Becerra@email.house.gov
https://needs.parks.lacity.gov/
https://vnnc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/VNNC_11132024_GBM_Draft_Minutes_Final.pdf
https://vnnc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/VNNC_11132024_GBM_Draft_Minutes_Final.pdf
https://vnnc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/VNNC_02262025_SGBM_Draft_Minutes_Final.pdf
https://vnnc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/VNNC_02262025_SGBM_Draft_Minutes_Final.pdf
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https://vnnc.org/wp-

content/uploads/2025/04/VNNC_03122025_GBM_Draft_Minutes_Final.pdf 

9. Budget & Finance Committee items requiring a roll call vote. 

a.  Discussion and possible action to approve the February 2025 MER. 

https://vnnc.org/wp-

content/uploads/2025/03/VNNC_MER_February2025.pdf 

b.  Discussion and possible action to approve allocating $130 to pay the annual 

fee for a Canva Pro software license for the VNNC. This is software that is 

used to create graphics and flyers. DONE previously paid for a license for 

each Neighborhood Council, but has advised that the department does not 

have the budget to continue this practice and is asking each Neighborhood 

Council to decide whether to purchase a license. 

c.  Discussion and possible action to recommend that the Board adopt a set of 

Supplemental NPG Questions that can be asked verbally in meetings with 

applicants as part of the process of reviewing NPG applications. In addition,  

the Board may consider whether it should become a standard practice to give 

applicants the option to answer these questions in writing before they meet 

with the Budget and Finance Committee to discuss their application. See 

Supplemental NPG Questions on page 7. 

d.  Discussion and possible action to approve an NPG application for $1000 from 

One Generation to cover costs of equipment rentals (canopies, tables, and 

chairs) for the 16th annual outdoor Senior Symposium on Saturday, May 17th. 

The event serves seniors and family caregivers from throughout the San 

Fernando Valley. VNNC would have an outreach table at the event. 

https://vnnc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/VNNC_OneGeneration.pdf 

10. Planning and Land Use Management (PLUM) Committee actions requiring 

a roll call vote and/or discussion.  

a. Discussion and possible action regarding nominating the Old Bargain Book 

Store - 14426 Friar St. to receive historical status for protection and follow 

the rules of protection. See page 8 for draft petition/letter. 

11. Discussion and possible action to approve up to $300 for purchase of candy and 

snacks for the VNNC to give out to families at two local park spring egg hunt 

events – on April 11th at Delano Recreation Center (from 3 to 6 p.m.) and April 

19th at Van Nuys Recreation Center (from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.). 

12. Discussion and possible action to approve a CIS (Community Impact Statement) 

that supports Council File 16-1104-S3 to prohibit the use of N-word and C-word 

epithets during City Council and Committee Meetings and ask the City Council 

https://vnnc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/VNNC_03122025_GBM_Draft_Minutes_Final.pdf
https://vnnc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/VNNC_03122025_GBM_Draft_Minutes_Final.pdf
https://vnnc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/VNNC_MER_February2025.pdf
https://vnnc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/VNNC_MER_February2025.pdf
https://vnnc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/VNNC_OneGeneration.pdf
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to extend the rule  to apply to meetings of Boards of Neighborhood Councils and 

their committees. (See Draft CIS and  Council Motion on pp. 9-12) 

13. East Valley Animal Shelter Pets of the Month. Because Animal Services staff 

paused the virtual adoption program to focus on pets impacted by the wildfires, 

they offered VNNC the option to feature two Pets of the Month in our agenda, on 

our website, and in social media. See current pets on page 13. 

14. Update on unresolved topic. 

a. Need to delay vote on SB 411 meeting option until can get 14 Board Members 

available to attend a meeting. 

15. Announcements and identification of topics Board members would like to discuss at 

a future meeting. 

16. Adjournment  

 

THE AMERICAN WITH DISABILITIES ACT - As a covered entity under Title II of the 

Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of 

disability and, upon request, will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to 

its programs, services and activities. Sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices and 

other auxiliary aids and/or services, may be provided upon request. To ensure availability of 

services, please make your request at least 72 hours prior to the meeting you wish to attend by 

contacting VNNC by via email at: info@vnnc.org 

SERVICIOS DE TRADUCCION - Si requiere servicios de traducción, favor de avisar al 

Concejo Vecinal 72 horas antes del evento. Por favor contacte a info@vnnc.org por correo 

electrónico para avisar al Concejo Vecinal. 

PUBLIC POSTING OF AGENDAS – VNNC agendas are posted publicly near the front 

door to the conference room of the Marvin Braude Constituents Building, 6262 Van Nuys 

Blvd., Van Nuys, CA 91401 and also online at www.vnnc.org. You can also receive our 

agendas via email by subscribing to L.A. City’s Early Notification System at 

https://lacity.gov/government/subscribe-agendas 

PUBLIC ACCESS OF RECORDS – In compliance with Government Code section 

54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a majority or all of the board in advance 

of a meeting may be viewed, 6262 Van Nuys Blvd, Van Nuys, CA 91401, at our website: 

http://www.vnnc.org/ or at the scheduled meeting. In addition, if you would like a copy of any 

record related to an item on the agenda, please contact via email: info@vnnc.org 

RECONSIDERATION AND GRIEVANCE PROCESS - For information on the 

VNNC’s process for board action reconsideration, stakeholder grievance policy, or any other 

procedural matters related to this Council, please consult the VNNC By-laws. The By-laws 

are available at our Board meetings and our website http://www.vnnc.org 

Notice to Paid Representatives - If you are compensated to monitor, attend, or speak at this 

meeting, City law may require you to register as a lobbyist and report your activity. See Los 

Angeles Municipal Code §§ 48.01 et seq. More information is available at 

https://ethics.lacity.gov/lobbying/. For assistance, please contact the Ethics Commission at (213) 

978-1960 or ethics.commission@lacity.org  

mailto:info@vnnc.org
mailto:info@vnnc.org
https://lacity.gov/government/subscribe-agendas
http://www.vnnc.org/
mailto:info@vnnc.org
http://www.vnnc.org/
https://ethics.lacity.gov/lobbying/
mailto:ethics.commission@lacity.org
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Neighborhood Council Board Member Oath 

I pledge to represent my neighborhood with dignity, integrity, and pride. 

I will encourage other points of view, even when they differ from my own. 

I will respect, value, and consider everyone's opinion. 

I will find the good in my neighborhood and praise it and promote it. 

To my neighbors, and to neighborhoods throughout the City of Los Angeles, I pledge to do this to 

the best of my ability. 
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Potential Supplemental Questions 

to be asked verbally in the NPG review process and/or provided as optional questions to be 

answered in writing by applicants for VNNC NPG Funds 

 

Section A. The Work Plan 

Briefly describe the project and the timeline. Indicate whether the project will be completed 

within the current fiscal year (i.e., by June 30, 2025). 

 

Section B. Identified Need 

Identify the need for the project and provide relevant information on the target population and 

target geographical areas to be served by the project. 

 

Section C. Stakeholder Focus 

Will the project or event take place within the VNNC geographic boundaries? ___yes ___no 

Which NC stakeholders will be the primary beneficiaries of the NPG? (e.g., students, unhoused, 

children, adults, low-income, etc.). If the project or event is non-specific, indicate “General 

Population.” 

 

Section D. Economic Community Benefit 

Will the project use vendors and/or service providers (preferably small businesses) that are 

located within the VNNC geographic boundaries? If so, please list them and, if possible, the 

anticipated expenditure. 

Will there be a lasting physical improvement to the environment and/or infrastructure of the 

community? If yes, please describe. 

 

Section E. Measurable Objectives 

Describe the measurable objectives of the project. 

 

Section F. Expected Outcomes 

If the objectives of the project or event are met, what are the expected outcomes? 

 

Section G. Building Community and Raising Awareness of the VNNC 

How will the proposed project or event improve community engagement, promote civility and 

understanding, encourage problem-solving, or otherwise build community? 

How will the project or event grow awareness of and otherwise promote the Van Nuys 

Neighborhood Council? 

 

Section H. Organization Experience 

What experience does the proposing organization have in implementing a similar type of project 

or event? What experience does the organization have in serving the Van Nuys Community? 
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Van Nuys Neighborhood Council 

PETITION 

Subject: Save the Old Bargain Bookstore  

(14426 Friar Street) in Van Nuys, CA 90401 

To: Mayor Karen Bass, Councilwoman Imelda Padilla, government and planning officials, 

 

WHEREAS, the community of Van Nuys is beginning to experience significant growth and 

development while updating our community plans to ensure sustainable development that aligns 

with the needs of residents and businesses while also preserving the area’s rich history; 

WHEREAS, the Old Bargain Bookstore is more than just a building—it is a piece of Van Nuys’ 

history and cultural heritage, representing decades of cherished memories and a commitment to 

community values. 

 

WHEREAS, the bookstore has long been a landmark in our neighborhood, fostering a love of 

reading and learning while serving as the only bookstore in the area, making it an integral part of 

Van Nuys’ identity; 

 

THEREFORE, we urge the City of Los Angeles to take action to designate the Old Bargain 

Bookstore at 14426 Friar Street in Van Nuys as a protected historic building to prevent any 

major alterations, construction, or demolition. 

 

Protecting the Old Bargain Bookstore is not just about saving a building; it is about honoring the 

stories, connections, and history that have defined our community for decades. 

Sincerely, 

(Signatures) 
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Van Nuys Neighborhood Council 

COMMUNITY IMPACT STATEMENT ON COUNCIL FILE 16-1104-S3 

On April 9,  the Van Nuys Neighborhood Council voted __ yes, __ no, __ abstain to support the 

motion in Council File 16-1104-S3 that proposes to amend Council rules to state that a public 

speaker may not use the N-word or C-word, or any variation of either of these words, in a City 

Council or Committee meeting. 

 

The VNNC agrees with the statements in the motion preface that: 

• Members of the public who choose to use these modes of expression do so not because 

these epithets are necessary to convey their viewpoints but for the sake of offense and 

injury itself. 

• Use of these offensive epithets is inherently harmful, attacking the humanity of their 

targets.  

• Use of these injurious epithets is also disruptive. 

• By creating public spaces many constituents find repellant, these toxifying modes of 

expression make it intolerable for many members of the public to attend and participate 

in the meetings. 

 

The VNNC would like to ask the City Council to extend these rules to apply to meetings of 

Boards of Neighborhood Councils and their committees.  

 

 

Van Nuys Neighborhood Council 

X______________________________________________________________ 

Kathy Schreiner 

President, Van Nuys Neighborhood Council 

Email: kathy.schreiner@vnnc.org | Website: www.vnnc.org 

Date of Board Vote: __ 

Board Vote Count: Aye_____ Nay_____ Abstain_____      Recused____ 

 

Reference to Motion: 

https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=16

-1104-S3 

http://www.vnnc.org/
https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=16-1104-S3
https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=16-1104-S3
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Council File 16-1104-S3 

MOTION 

The Los Angeles City Council faces competing duties. It has the legal and moral 

duties to hear directly from members of the public, consistent with the Ralph M. Brown Act 

and state constitution. It has the legal and moral duties to provide forums where members of 

the public are free to participate and exercise their constitutional right to petition their 

government. And it has the legal and moral duties to protect its staff and members of the 

public from working and participating in a hostile environment. 

These duties come into conflict when some members of the public in their comments 

to Council and its Committees use certain offensive epithets. At their worst, these members of 

the public refer to black members of the public, City staff, and Council members using the 

"N-word" and to female members of the public, City staff, and Council members using the 

"C-word." These two epithets, the N-word and C-word, are also, unfortunately, the most 

frequently used offensive and injurious epithets at Council and its Committees. Members of 

the public who choose to use these modes of expression do so not because these epithets are 

necessary to convey their viewpoints but for the sake of offense and injury itself. 

Use of these offensive epithets is inherently harmful, attacking the humanity of their 

targets. As the Supreme Court found in Chaplinsky u New Hampshire, 315 U.S. 568 (1942), 

certain words "by their very utterance inflict injury or tend to incite an immediate breach of 

the peace. It has been well observed," the Court continued, "that such utterances are no 

essential part of any exposition of ideas, and are of such slight social value as a step to truth 

that any benefit that may be derived from them is clearly outweighed by the social interest in 

order and morality. Resort to epithets or personal abuse is not in any proper sense 

communication of information or opinion safeguarded by the Constitution." The harm only 

increases in a formal public meeting where some members of the public unfortunately 

receive the false impression that the City condones use of these words. 

Use of these injurious epithets is also disruptive. On many occasions, speakers' 

utterances of these two epithets have compelled other members of the public in the Council 

chamber to shout in objection. At least twice, utterance of the N-word would have triggered 

not merely verbal but, as Chaplinsky anticipated, physical altercations but for the 

intervention of sergeants-at-arms who prevented fights that were on the cusp of breaking out. 

Besides inciting, or threatening to incite, verbal and even physical altercations, these epithets 

disrupt Council and Committee meetings by deterring public participation. By creating 

public spaces many constituents find repellant, these toxifying modes of expression make it 

intolerable for many members of the public to attend and participate in the meetings. This 

denies elected officials the benefit of hearing from these constituents, and so subverts the 

function of the public comment period. It also suppresses the constitutional right of many 

members of the public to freely petition their government. 

The Council thus has a compelling interest in amending its rules of decorum to 

proscribe use of the N-word and C-word, and their variations, The amended rules, consistent 

with the First Amendment, must be viewpoint-neutral, prohibiting utterance of these two 

epithets, and their variations, regardless of the viewpoint the speaker is expressing with the 

words. The amended decorum rules should not restrain the modes of expression members of 

the public may use in written comments submitted to Council. Nor should the amended rules 
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provide for criminal or monetary sanctions. Finally, in order to avoid any potential chilling 

effect on a speaker, when a public speaker first uses one of these two disruptive epithets, or 

its variation, that speaker should receive a warning and be ordered not to use the epithet, or 

its variation, ever again in that or any subsequent Council or Committee meeting. If the 

speaker disobeys that order and the presiding officer stops a meeting to address the violation 

and re-issue the order, then the speaker has actually disrupted the meeting and should be 

subject to already-existing rules regarding disruptions. 

I THEREFORE MOVE, in light of the above findings of fact and conclusions of law, 

and pursuant to Rule 77, that the Council adopt the following changes to the Rules of the Los 

Angeles Citv Council. with these changes to come into force on DATE. 

Add the following to the end of Rule 7: 

Prohibition on Use of N-word and C-word Epithets 

A public speaker may not use the N-word or C-word, or any variation of either of 

these words, in a Council or Committee meeting. To avoid ambiguity, the N-word is 

spelled "n" followed by "i" followed by g followed by "g" followed by "e" followed 

by "r." The C-word is spelled "c" followed by "u" followed by n followed by "t," 

Examples of variations of these epithets include, but are not limited to, the words' 

plural forms and words created by adding "-ish, -!y" or "-ing" to create related 

adjectives, adverbs, verbs, or gerundives. Public speakers are prohibited from using 

the N-word and C-word and their variations even though the speakers would use the 

words to express a non-offensive, non-vulgar viewpoint. 

The first time a public speaker in a Council or Committee meeting uses the N-word or 

C-word, or its variation, the staffing City Attorney or presiding officer shall issue a 

warning to the public speaker that the word and its variations are proscribed and may 

not be used again in any Council or Committee meeting. If the speaker who received 

the warning uses the word or its variation again in that or any future Council or 

Committee meeting, the presiding officer shall re-issue the order, note that the officer's 

need to stop the meeting to re-issue the order has actually disrupted the meeting, and 

cut off the speaker's time to speak for the remainder of that meeting. The disruptive 

speaker is additionally subject to possible removal and exclusion as other provided in 

this Rule. 

Add the following to the end of Rule 63: 
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Imelda Padilla 

Councilmember, 6th District 

 

Public  speakers  

Prohibition  on  Use  of  N-word  and  C-word  Epithets 

provide  

PRESENTED  B

Y: 

SECONDED  BY:  
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East Valley Animal Shelter Pets of the Month 

  

 
 

Jeff is a great walking buddy! He loves to explore and once he's out of the kennel he enjoys 

going on a stroll and exploring his surroundings. He's a bigger pup at 81lbs, and at 5 years old he 

has mellowed out a little bit, but still has good energy. 

https://www.laanimalservices.com/pet/A2163220 

 

 

 
 

Pony is a total cuddlebug and a super affectionate guy! He could benefit from additional walks, 

so if you're looking for a new workout buddy, Pony is the perfect match! He's 9 years old and 

weighs 104lbs, and volunteers describe him as an easy peasy dog. 

https://www.laanimalservices.com/pet/A1840487 

https://www.laanimalservices.com/pet/A2163220
https://www.laanimalservices.com/pet/A1840487

