
NORTH WESTWOOD NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL HOMELESSNESS AND COMMUNITY
HEALTH COMMITTEE MEETING

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8329677370?pwd=VkgxeXR6eGhHMFBrZE5YZVk3MnJxQT09

Meeting ID: 832 967 7370
Passcode: 8585

+16699006833,,89753554127# US (San Jose)

+13462487799,,89753554127# US (Houston)

Monday, February 20th, 2023, 06:00 to 07:30 pm

IN CONFORMITY WITH THE SEPTEMBER 16, 2021 ENACTMENT OF CALIFORNIA ASSEMBLY
BILL 361 (RIVAS) AND DUE TO CONCERNS OVER COVID-19, THE NORTH WESTWOOD
NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE CONDUCTED ENTIRELY WITH A CALL-IN

OPTION OR INTERNET-BASED SERVICE OPTION.

AB 361 Updates -
Public comment cannot be required to be submitted in advance of the meeting, only

real-time public comment is required. If there are any broadcasting interruptions that
prevent the public from observing or hearing the meeting, the meeting must be recessed
or adjourned. If members of the public are unable to provide public comment or be heard
due to issues within the Neighborhood Council’s control, the meeting must be recessed or

adjourned.

Notice to Paid Representatives -
If you are compensated to monitor, attend, or speak at this meeting, City law may require

you to register as a lobbyist and report your activity. See Los Angeles Municipal Code
Section 48.01 et seq. More information is available at ethics.lacity.org/lobbying. For

assistance, please contact the Ethics Commission at (213) 978-1960 or
ethics.commission@lacity.org



Meeting Agenda

1. Call to Order

2. Welcome and Intro’s from Committee members + Guests present
a. Name, pronouns, connection to UCLA/Westwood Village

3. Possible approval of 02/06 Minutes (Andrew, 5min):

a. Linked on website : https://www.northwestwoodneighborhoodcouncil.org/

4. CIS’s in favor of Senate Bill411: State Senator Anthony Portantino introduced urgency
legislation (Senate Bill 411) to amend the Brown Act and to allow the City's Neighborhood
Councils to meet virtually without there being a declared emergency, (Andrew, Jacob 20 min):

a. CIS in favor of Council Files, 23-0002-S16 - Los Angeles Neighborhood Council
System / Remote Meetings / Ralph M. Brown Act Amendment

i. Resolution link:
https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2023/23-0002-s16_misc_1-10.pdf

b. CIS in favor of 23-0002-S17 - ‘Local Legislative Bodies / Virtual Meetings /
Ralph M. Brown Act Amendment’

i. Resolution link: S14KONICA_C23011012031 (lacity.org)

5. Resolution in favor of Councilmember Yaroslavsky’s Motion looking into the ‘Effectiveness
of Ordinance 41.18’, (Andrew, 15min)

https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=23-0002-S16
https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2023/23-0002-s16_misc_1-10.pdf
https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=23-0002-S17
https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2023/23-0002-s16_misc_1-10.pdf


6.CIS in favor of amending, Council File 20-1074 - (LA Al Fresco Program / Permanent
Sidewalk Dining Permits / Transition Process), CITY PLANNING CASE(S):
CPC-2022-8179-CA – Also emailed to alfresco.planning@lacity.org (Andrew, 15min):

POSITION: OPPOSE UNLESS AMENDED

On May 29, 2020, Mayor Garcetti announced the L.A. Al Fresco program, which
permitted restaurants to utilize private parking lots, street parking spaces, lane
closures, street closures, and sidewalks for outdoor dining. It is not hyperbole to
say that the L.A. Al Fresco program saved many restaurants from going under
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

The L.A. Al Fresco program was a huge success, with over 2,500 restaurants
taking advantage of it. In addition to helping restaurants survive, the program
brought streets to life; previously barren parking lots or spaces brimmed with the
hustle and bustle of Angelenos enjoying a meal.

As the City of Los Angeles considers how to make the L.A. Al Fresco into a
permanent program, it is unfortunately doing what it does best – overcomplicating
it. What used to be a few minute application process online threatens to become
a multiple months (or even years!) long process, the cost of which will be out of
reach for the majority of restaurateurs. In short, the current draft ordinance as
contemplated by the city will likely mean the end of most outdoor dining in the
City of Los Angeles.

No one wants outdoor dining to end – restaurants, still recovering from COVID-19
and dealing with inflation in supply prices, want to continue it. Patrons want to
continue it. And the city claims to want to continue it.

The following changes will allow this popular program to continue, conform to
needed fire code and ADA standards, and not overburden restaurants:

1. Sec. 8(A)(24)(c)(iv) – If a restaurant has an existing CUP or CUB, they should
be allowed to do a simple, quick, online amendment with their outdoor

https://planning.lacity.org/plans-policies/outdoor-dining
mailto:alfresco.planning@lacity.org
https://planning.lacity.org/odocument/0d713059-f892-4c1f-8607-b37d4693a1be/Draft_Ordinance.pdf


dining plans. It should not be required that they complete a new application for
a CUP or CUB, which can cost tens of thousands of dollars, take many months,
and only serve to enrich the consultants that help most restaurants with this. If
liability is an issue, the city could require that the restaurant name the city as an
“additional insured” in their insurance policy.

2. Sec. 8(A)(24)(d)(iii)(1)(a-c) – We don’t see why outdoor entertainment or
activity should be prohibited. Each Al Fresco installation is different, but in
many cases, a screen to watch sports, live singing or entertainment, or dancing
may not disturb the peace of the neighborhood, but may instead liven it up! We
suggest removing these three blanket prohibitions, and dealing with any
prohibitions needed on a case-by-case basis.

3. Sec. 8(A)(24)(e)(i) – This section must be removed; restaurants should be
able to choose as many parking spaces on private property as they wish.
Many Al Fresco installations take up more than five parking spots, and many
restaurants would rather have 20 people dining instead of 5 people storing their
car. This should be left up to the restaurant and not dictated by the city.

4. Sec. 8(A)(24)(f)(i-ii) – Existing, permitted Al Fresco programs that comply
with current Al Fresco rules should not need to apply for a CUP to continue
as-is.

5. Sec. 8(A)(24)(d)(i)(5) – Al Fresco setbacks are unnecessary. A restaurant that
already has a busy parking lot, entrance, sidewalk or other property abutting its
property line need not give up some of that already-used space to a setback for
an outdoor dining area.

b. Motion link: 14KONICA454e_CH3CPS_4-20200825132751 (lacity.org)

7. Other Westwood Community Items/Priorities to discuss for the year (Andrew, Catherine,
15min)

https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2020/20-1074_mot_08-25-2020.pdf


8. Adjourn

THE AMERICAN WITH DISABILITIES ACT - As a covered entity under Title II of the
Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of
disability and, upon request, will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to
its programs, services and activities. Sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices and
other auxiliary aids and/or services, may be provided upon request. To ensure availability of
services, please make your request at least 3 business days (72 hours) prior to the meeting you
wish to attend by contacting Michael Skiles at northwestwoodcouncil@gmail.com.

PUBLIC ACCESS OF RECORDS – In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5,
non-exempt writings that are distributed to a majority or all of the board in advance of a
meeting may be viewed at 1424325 Westwood BlvdPlaza., at our website:
https://northwestwoodneighborhoodcouncil.org or at the scheduled meeting. In addition, if
you would like a copy of any record related to an item on the agenda, please contact
northwestwoodcouncil@gmail.com.

PUBLIC INPUT AT NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MEETINGS – The public is requested to
fill out a “Speaker Card” to address the Board on any agenda item before the Board takes an
action on an item. Comments from the public on agenda items will be heard only when the
respective item is being considered. Comments from the public on other matters not
appearing on the agenda that are within the Board’s jurisdiction will be heard during the
General Public Comment period. Please note that under the Brown Act, the Board is
prevented from acting on a matter that you bring to its attention during the General Public
Comment period; however, the issue raised by a member of the public may become the
subject of a future Board meeting. Public comment is limited to 2 minutes per speaker,
unless adjusted by the presiding officer of the Board.
PUBLIC POSTING OF AGENDAS –NWNC agendas are posted for public review as
follows: • Address: 425 Westwood Plaza,
Los Angeles, CA 90095
• https://northwestwoodneighborhoodcouncil.org

• You can also receive our agendas via email by subscribing to L.A. City’s
Early Notification System at https://www.lacity.org/subscriptions

RECONSIDERATION AND GRIEVANCE PROCESS - For information on the NWNC’s
process for board action reconsideration, stakeholder grievance policy, or any other
procedural matters related to this Council, please consult the NWNC Bylaws. The Bylaws are
available at our Board meetings and our website



https://northwestwoodneighborhoodcouncil.org


