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Figure 1:  A Chapter Pertaining to the Arensbergs Art Collecting Activities in Los 

Angeles from Winifred Haines Higgens’ 1963 Dissertation entitled Art Collecting 

in the Los Angeles Area, 1910–1960 (Diss., Los Angeles, University of   

 California, 1963), 621–81. 
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Figure 2:  Information Pertaining to the Arensbergs’ Close Relationship with  

Artists Such as Marcel Duchamp from Katherine Kuh’s Chapter Entitled “Walter 

Arensberg and Marcel  Duchamp,” in The Open Eye: In Pursuit of Art. 
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Figure 3:  Information Pertaining to the Arensbergs’ Roles in the New York  

Avant-Garde Prior to their Relocation to Hollywood in the early 1920s 
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Residence A Condition Notes, 1988–1995 
1988, Martin Weil  1995, Melvyn Green 

Room #1: Entry Alcove and Passageway 
The concrete floor bows in the center and slopes downward 
toward the north and south walls. Some of the concrete is 
cracked, and there is a patina of built-up wax and dirt. The 
joints in the floor are filled with dirt and debris. 

  

At the bottom of the stairs at Door 2A (office entry) the floor 
is covered with asphalt tile. 

  

Wood baseboard adjacent to the south built-in seat has a hole 
caused by termites. 

 In the southeast corner is a crack and separated 
baseboard. 

The plaster on the wall has a sand finish that has been largely 
obscured by layers of paint. The plaster on the north and west 
walls have been damaged by installation of a bulletin board. 
The west wall between Doors 1A-1D and 1D-1C has been 
replaced. 

 Many cracks in this area are hidden by the tack board. 

Plaster on the base of the walls is severely damaged by water 
penetration. The plaster has exfoliated and the paint has 
flaked off. The plaster on the west wall is further damaged by 
installation of a pay telephone on the wall. 

 Near the southwest corner of the west wall is a vertical 
crack from ceiling to floor. At the juncture of wall and 
ceiling is a horizontal crack in the wall. 

There is a lateral crack in the plaster over Door 2A on the 
ceiling. The rest of the plaster on the ceiling is not original, 
but does appear to be sound. 

 There is a crack at the south end of the entry door jamb 
from ceiling to floor 18" from frame. 

The wood trim, picture rails, and built-in bench have been 
painted over. 

 On the north wall at the stair down to the basement is a 
vertical crack from ceiling to floor. Stair ceiling also is 
cracked. 

Door 1A: The original doors are intact, but there is new panic 
hardware. They have been painted over. The metal door sill 
may be a replacement, and the sidelight windows 101–103 
may have been rebuilt. 
Door 1B: The original doors appear to be intact. 
Door 1C: This is a later door 

 On the east wall at the door is a vertical crack in plaster 
from ceiling to bench at floor, and a horizontal crack 2" 
above bench to door frame. At the north end is a 
horizontal crack 6" above bench to center door at 
ceiling. 

Door 1D: There is no doorknob on the door and the deadbolt 
is modern. 

 There is another vertical crack 8" from wall running 3' 
to a hairline horizontal crack 2' above bench from wall 
to north side of door frame 

The three lighting fixtures on the ceiling are not original.  In the ceiling at the entry to the office there is a crack at 
the center of the door through the art stone. Cracks 
through the art stone at the ceiling are typical all around 
the entry. 

Room #2: Office 
The asphalt tile on the floor is badly worn.   
The original wood base remains only on the north and east 
walls. 

  

The sand finish on the plaster has been obscured by layers of 
paint. 

  

The plaster has been damaged by the installation of bulletin 
boards and a cabinet on the south wall, wood lath on the 
north and west wall, and the security system on the east wall. 

 South Wall: 6' 6" from west wall and at Window 202 
are vertical cracks from ceiling to floor. Cracks across 
ceiling in this area and near the western end of the 
ceiling. 



 
L S A  A S S O C I A T E S ,  I N C .  H I S T O R I C  S T R U C T U R E  R E P O R T  
J U L Y  2 0 0 9  R E S I D E N C E  A  A T  B A R N S D A L L  P A R K  
 T A S K  I ,  I I ,  A N D  I I I  F I N A L  

 

R:\CLO0601E\Reports\TASK3\HSR_Task_1_2_ and 3 Report_FINAL.doc (7/13/2009) F-2 

Residence A Condition Notes, 1988–1995 
1988, Martin Weil  1995, Melvyn Green 

There are severe cracks near the south wall and portion of the 
plaster has debonded from wood lath. Elsewhere, the plaster 
on the ceiling has been patched. 

 North Wall: Stepped cracks in masonry; cracks in the 
top course all around. 

Door 2A is a modern door. Door 2B has been replaced with a 
wood panel and air conditioning unit. 

 Crack from floor to ceiling starts at chimney and angles 
down 45 degrees to floor at east end. 

Window 201: The side member is dry rotted; the lower 
casement sash is warped. The painted surface is deteriorated 
on the exterior and on the horizontal face of the bottom rail. 
The rail between the fixed and casement sash is water 
marked. Vertical iron bars have been installed on the inside 
face of the window opening. The interior screen which was 
displaced has been attached to the face of the window frame. 

 At the east wall a crack in the ceiling runs horizontally 
from the north end to window 201. There is a crack 
completely around Window 201. 

Window 202: Exterior paint finish is deteriorated. Vertical 
iron bars similar to Window 201. 

  

Lighting fixture is 4-tube fluorescent.   
A wood T&G closet has been built in the southwest corner of 
the room. The doors have been removed from the built-in 
bookcases. 

  

Brick veneer in northwest corner around fireplace has been 
painted. 

  

Room #3: Studio 
Existing oak floor may not be original since it is raised about 
¾" above top of the hearth. 

  

The original sand finish plaster appears to be intact 
throughout this room. 

  

The original fine sand finish texture has been coarsened as 
with the paint buildup on the exposed aggregate. This gives 
the wall a pebbly finish. 
The plaster has sustained water damage in the northeast 
corner. There are three major radial cracks in the upper 
portion of the east wall. The condition of the plaster behind 
cupboards unknown. 

 East Wall: Crack at ceiling running full width of room. 
Loss of plaster at south end of east wall 1' square. Crack 
in wall at southeast corner. 45-degree angle crack from 
northeast corner. Horizontal crack 18" below ceiling at 
midpoint of wall. Some damage obstructed by cabinets. 

The south wall plaster is generally in good condition except 
for vertical cracking on the upper walls at corner to east of 
the stair. 

 South Wall: Crack and loss of plaster at southeast 
corner. Floor to ceiling crack at fireplace. Ceiling 
cracks near chimney. Cracks at stair entry and in 
stairway. 

The plaster on the north wall shows moderate to severe 
weather damage from northeast corner of the room to the 
windows above the cabinets. 

 North Wall: Horizontal crack running at ceiling line. 
Ceiling cracks near north wall. Crack from ceiling to 
bottom of dining room floor overhang with loss of 
plaster. 

There are vertical cracks where the plaster meets the trim of 
the French doors. It is not severe at Door 3A. 

  

At Door 3A an electrical conduit has been mounted to the 
wall from a box that replaced an original wall sconce. 

  

The ceiling was finished with sand finished plaster. A wood 
border surrounds the center panel. The natural wood trim has 
been painted. 
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Residence A Condition Notes, 1988–1995 
1988, Martin Weil  1995, Melvyn Green 

The central panel has been covered with acoustic tiles. There 
are moisture stains on the tiles, particularly at two of the 
hanging lights. 

  

The fireplace opening has been filled with brick.   
The concrete abutments on each side of the fireplace opening 
have been painted. The concrete hearth with recessed mortar 
joints remains intact. The surface of the hearth is covered 
with layers of dirt and wax. Several of the concrete panels are 
cracked. 

  

There is evidence of two original sconces. They have been 
replaced with electrical boxes 

  

The six dropped light and ceiling light under the dining room 
are later additions.  

  

Doors 3A–3E: The wood doors have horizontal mullions that 
divide the glazed area into 10 panes. The original material 
wood finish on doors has been covered with 4–5 layers of 
paint. The paint is peeling on the interior, and is seriously 
deteriorated on the exterior. The wood trim holding in class 
on the exterior is beginning to open at corners. 

  

Doors appear to have their original hinges.   
Doors 3B and 3C: Missing the latch of the handle.   
Screen doors: Wood frames are sound, wire screens are torn. 
The hinges are intact. The original handles are missing from 
Doors 3B, 3C, and 3D. 

  

The wood grilles are intact but painted.   
The room is heated with a gas stove.   
The wood cupboards and shelves lining the wall appear to be 
sound. 

  

A plastic folding door is attached to the underside of the 
dining room. It is in fair condition. 

  

Room #4: Kitchenette 
The lower walls have a smooth plaster finish. They are in 
good condition and the paint is sound. 

 Horizontal crack in north wall and at northeast corner 
and northwest corner.  

The upper walls have a sand finish and plaster that is in 
sound condition. 

  

There is a horizontal crack on the north wall.   
The ceiling plaster has a sand finish, there are several cracks, 
and there is water damage in the northwest corner that caused 
the plaster to bloom. 

 Ceiling cracks 

Door 4B: Not original, but sound.   
Window 401: Bars have been installed on the window, and 
the original screen modified to fit the bars. 

  

A modern stainless steel sink has replaced the original 
fixtures. There is an electric two-burner stove.  

  

Room #5: Workroom 
Originally this part of the house contained the maid's quarters 
and a workroom. 

 Vestibule: horizontal and vertical wall cracks. 
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Residence A Condition Notes, 1988–1995 
1988, Martin Weil  1995, Melvyn Green 

A section of the concrete floor in the middle of the room has 
been removed and replaced with a new concrete that does not 
match original. This probably occurred when partition wall 
was removed. 

 North Wall: crack at Door 1C. 45-degree crack at Door 
4A. 

There is a large crack in the floor running north to south at 
east end of room. The floor at the east end appears to slope 
downward toward wall.  

 East Wall: Cracks at south end of entry 5B. Cracks at 
connection between foundation wall and HCT. 

There is square patch in the floor near the south wall.  West Wall: Crack 3' above floor. 
The plaster walls have a sand finish that has been obscured 
by numerous layers of paint. The plaster is generally in good 
condition. Numerous electrical conduits are applied to the 
surface of the wall. 

 South Wall: Horizontal crack 3' above the floor runs the 
full width of the room (crack at joining of foundation 
and HCT) 

The plaster ceiling has a sand finish. There is evidence of 
cracking and patching. The paint is peeling at some cracks. 
Electrical conduits and fluorescent fixtures have been added. 

 Old ceiling cracks have reopened. 

Doors 5A and 5B: The wood frame door has a single light 
glass panel. The natural wood has been painted. Iron bars 
have been added over the glass panel. New locks and pulls 
have been added. Hinges appear to be original. 

  

The original screen door has been modified on Door 5A. 
There is no screen door on 5B. 

  

Window 501: Iron bars have been added on the windows. 
The hardware is original. The original window screen has 
been modified for iron bars. 

  

Windows 502–504: The interior paint is worn and the wood 
is weathered. The center panel needs to be examined further 
to determine if it originally had one pane or if it was divided 
into 6 horizontal panels. The latches may be replacements. 
There is a new aluminum screen. 

  

Window 505: This window appears to have been modified.   
The original ceiling fixtures in the two bedrooms have been 
replaced by electrical outlets for work table. The original 
electrical box is extant. 

  

The water heater is new but it appears to use the original flue. 
The gas lines appear to be in their original location.  

  

Staircase, 1st to 2nd Floor 
Treads and Risers: Adhesive strips have been added. Some of 
the oak floorboards are broken along the edges, leaving gaps 
that are filled with dust. 

 Horizontal crack 4' above top step of first level. 

There is a gray coating on the face of the risers and the corner 
of the treads. 

 Vertical cracks at Door 1D. 

Handrails have been installed on the staircase.  Cracks at ceiling-to-wall connection. 
There is a single wood trim piece that covered the joint 
between the tread and the wall. There is a gap between the 
trim and the tread where the stairs have moved. 

  

The plaster is in generally good condition; however the 
plaster in the southeast corner has been replaced. 
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Residence A Condition Notes, 1988–1995 
1988, Martin Weil  1995, Melvyn Green 

Second Floor, Room #6: Kitchen 
The floor is covered in asphalt tile. The tile is in good 
condition. 

  

The lower walls on the north and east have a hard smooth 
plaster finish with about 4 coats of paint. The paint is peeling 
off the north wall where there are hairline cracks. The upper 
portion of the walls has a sand finish plaster. There are some 
vertical cracks on all walls. 

 South Wall: Vertical crack above Door 6B. 

The ceiling plaster is generally sound except for a major 
crack running north to south on ceiling and several cracks in 
the soffit over the sink. 

 Vertical cracks and loss of plaster in southeast corner of 
room. 

The counter on the west wall appears to be original. One 
drawer is cracked and one section is smashed. The original 
finish has been painted over. The tile counter appears to be a 
replacement. 

 East Wall: Horizontal crack at upper cabinets 

The counter on the east wall appears to be a later addition 
installed after the stove was removed. The hardware is the 
same as that on the west counter. The cabinets have been 
modified to fit the refrigerator. 

 North Wall: Hairline vertical crack on both sides of 
Door 6A. 

The original cooler has been modified and turned into a 
cupboard. The hammered iron pulls and lock match the 
hardware on the east wall. 

  

Door 6A: The double-swing flush kitchen door is in good 
condition, but the original finish has been painted over. Push 
plates may be original. 

  

Door 6B: The Dutch door has a window in the upper panel. It 
is not known whether it was originally a single door or if the 
two are parts that were cut at a later date. The brass knob, 
latch, bolt, and escutcheon appear to be original. 

  

Windows 601–607: The wood is in poor condition, 
particularly the bottom rail. They are not designed to have 
caulking on the exterior face. The water collecting on the 
bottom rail is absorbed by wood and causes the paint to 
deteriorate. The original stained finish has been painted. 

  

Windows 608–610: The exterior finish is deteriorated.   
Ceiling light is contemporary.   
Room #7: Dining Room 
The floor in the cantilever sags toward the west.   
The plaster originally had a sand finish that is now covered 
with layers of paint. 

 Numerous reopened ceiling cracks. 

There are large cracks in the plaster walls on the side-walls of 
the cantilevered area. 

 North Wall: Reopened cracks at soffit. 

There are a number of cracks in the plastered ceiling.  East Wall Near North End: Apparent major movement 
in wall. Cracks 45 degrees with loss of plaster. Some 
reopened cracks. 

The ceiling in the cantilever sags toward the west.  South Wall: reopened cracks 
Door 7A: The door and adjacent screen are made of pine. 
They are a later addition. 

 West Wall: some reopened cracks. Some bowing and 
cracking of plaster. 
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Residence A Condition Notes, 1988–1995 
1988, Martin Weil  1995, Melvyn Green 

Window 701: The bottom rail of the sash frame is 
deteriorated. It is attached to the side rail with a metal plate. 
The wood screen frame has no screen. 

 In the cantilevered portion of the room a shelf has 
moved and is loose, with plaster loss at connection. 
Vertical crack 1/16" wide floor to ceiling. 

Window 702: The exterior face frame has severely 
deteriorated paint. 

 Floor is bowed at the cantilever 

The original trim finish is a light golden mahogany color. 
The stained finish is covered with at least two layers of paint. 

 Ceiling angles down to the west.  

Window ledge is leaking at windows.   
Clerestory windows: The three fixed-glass panels at the top 
of south wall have been covered over on the exterior. The 
interior faces have been painted. 

  

The original lighting fixture has been replaced with two 
fluorescent light fixtures that are attached to the ceiling. 

  

The built-in cupboard upper doors have been removed and 
the original pulls have been replaced on the lower doors. 

  

Room #8: Hallway 
  Hairline cracks, reopened 
Some of the floorboards have shrunk and edges have been 
broken. The treads have a gray substance around the edges. 
The safety adhesive tape on treads is worn. 

 Stair down to living room, north wall elevation at 
connection to stair soffit, cracks at connection. 

The plaster has a sand finish covered with coats of paint.  West Wall: Full-length crack at ceiling joint, plaster 
loss. 

The west wall of the main hall may have been replaced. The 
plaster is in good condition.  

 4' × 5' loss of plaster at ceiling.  

All of the trim has been painted.  Stair to weaving room: north soffit has loss of plaster 
measuring 4' × 1', a horizontal crack at floor level of 
floor above, a vertical crack at the west corner of the 
north soffit. East wall of north end a new crack from the 
soffit to the built in Cabinet 8A.  

There is one ceiling fixture located at the head of the stair. It 
appears to be a later addition. 

 Cracks and loss of plaster at cabinet. 

  Hall to Office/Storage 9: South wall elevation has 
reopened cracks at 5' west of office Door 9A. Cracks 
run from floor to ceiling. East wall has a crack at the 
header of Door 9A which runs from the north upper 
corner of door to ceiling at an angle. There are cracks 
all around plaster ceiling to the connection of the wood 
decking ceiling. 

Room #9: Storage Room 
Floor: some of the oak floors have shrunk and some floor 
edges are broken. 

 West Wall: Crack at junction of wall and ceiling. Above 
Door 9A there are cracks at the ceiling line. 

There is drywall on the north wall. 
The ceiling plaster has a sand finish covered with many coats 
of paint. 
A portion of the ceiling has been replaced at the north wall. 

 Full height crack at north corner exposes major plaster 
loss area at lower north end of west wall measuring 4' × 
2' 6". At Door 9A there is a 45-degree crack running to 
north corner, with plaster loss area. 
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Residence A Condition Notes, 1988–1995 
1988, Martin Weil  1995, Melvyn Green 

There is cracking in the northwest corner of the ceiling.  Chimney has a vertical crack 18" from the ceiling. At 
juncture of chimney and walls are full height cracks. 
Multiple cracks at closet and Door 9B. 

The ceiling in the closet is plywood.   
The original trim has been painted.  North Wall: Crack at ceiling juncture. 
Door 9A: There is a new lock and hinges   
Window 901: The exterior paint has deteriorated, and the 
screen may have been modified. 

 East Wall: New crack at ceiling juncture. Also a crack 
from the north upper corner of Window 901 head to 
ceiling. 

Window 902: The lower section of the window has been 
removed for an air conditioner. The wire screen is full of 
paint. 

 South Wall: Ceiling crack runs horizontally to 4' from 
the east wall and continues down to wood trim cracks 
around jambs of both windows. 

The lighting is a new fluorescent panel; switch and light are 
fed by conduit from former wall sconce. AC socket is fed by 
conduit from former wall sconce. 

  

Room #10: Weaving Room 
The oak floor is patched where partitions for the hall and two 
bedrooms were removed. The wood has shrunk and some 
edges have broken. The wood floorboards have noticeably 
shrunk in front of the east door that was added to the west 
wall. There are scratches from moving the heavy furniture. 

 North Wall: Reopened cracks along the ceiling line 
above door and transom. At the east end of this wall 
cracks to the wet of Door 10B jamb run vertical along 
the wood trim and tack board. 

The plaster wall has a sand finish covered with coats of paint. 
The plaster has some cracking at windows, and has numerous 
layers of paint. 

 There is a vertical crack on the east side of the door 
which runs from the ceiling to the floor. The closet in 
the north wall has cracks throughout. 

The plaster ceiling appears to have a skim coat with a sand 
finish, which was probably done when partition walls were 
removed. It has been painted recently. 

 East Wall: Vertical cracks at northeast corner. Crack 
along length of window header. Cracks at joint of 
ceiling to soffit. Cracks at window sills. 

The original trim has been painted. 
Door 10B, C, and D: The locks were added later. 
Door 10E was a later addition. 
Windows 1001–1013: The windows are hinged vents and 
casement. They are all in good condition. One vent window 
was removed when Door 10E was installed. 

 South Wall: Cracks around doors 10C to soffit. Crack at 
southeast corner along the door jamb. Cracks at sill and 
head of southeast window. At the southeast corner and 
around windows. Cracks in the ceiling in this area. 
Cracking at Door 10D. 

Windows 1002, 1004, and 1008 have bullet holes. 
New electric sockets have replaced the original sconces at 
window 1008; exposed fluorescent fixtures have been placed 
on the ceiling. 
A low wood cabinet has been added along the east wall. 

 West Wall: Crack along the entire length of window 
header. Reopened hairline cracks above windows. 
Cracks around Window 1013. Full height crack at Door 
10D. Crack at the north end of west wall, horizontal to 
the south corner of Window 1014. 

Room #11: Bathroom 
Asphalt tiles on floor are in good condition. A rubber base 
has been installed over the original wood base. The rubber 
base is loose and curling in spots. 
The lower walls have a hard plaster finish, which is now 
covered in semi-gloss paint. There are some cracks, with a 
noticeable crack behind the toilet.  

 West wall north of Door 11A is a reopened 45 degree 
angled crack with new cracks sprouting from it. A new 
crack forms an “x” with this crack. “X” cracking above 
wood trim board. West clerestory Window 1102 has 
cracks on north corner from ceiling to top of shelf. 
There are cracks around the trim of the shelf on west 
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Residence A Condition Notes, 1988–1995 
1988, Martin Weil  1995, Melvyn Green 

The upper walls have a sand finish within toilet and lavatory 
section, and a hard finish in the bathing compartment. There 
is some cracking. 

side of tub area. 

The plaster ceiling originally had a sand finish, but was 
covered with several layers of paint. A portion of the ceiling 
may have been replastered. 

 There are cracks all around ceiling of tub clerestory. 
The east clerestory window has cracks around the 
window and at both corners of the wall. There are 
cracks around the ceiling to south clerestory vent 
window. 

Door 1101: The bolt is a later addition. 
The room is lit by glass panels at the top of the wall. The 
glass panels on the east and west have been painted. 

 On the east wall of the tub area there are cracks in the 
corner from the ceiling to the shelf. From the shelf to 
the tub there are reopened cracks and new cracks have 
spread from the existing patched cracks. 

The triple glass panels on the north wall appear to have been 
removed. 
Medicine cabinet door appears to be original. A mirror has 
been bolted to the face of the door. 

 The east wall north wing has cracks at the corner of the 
east wall and wing wall with loss of plaster. There are 
also cracks below trim on the north wing which have 
been patched and have reopened. 

The lavatory appears to be original. The porcelain around the 
vent has deteriorated from gas fumes. The faucets are 
replacements. 
The toilet is a later addition. 

 All the cracks on the east wall south end are reopened 
cracks. There is a new crack at the connection of the 
east wall and south wall which runs vertical from 
ceiling to floor. 

The bathtub has been covered with a wooden panel. 
The original trim finish has been painted. 

 The south wall has a new crack at the ceiling. All other 
cracks in the south wall are reopened cracks. 

Penthouse and Roof 
All roofs are covered with asphalt rolled roofing.  Horizontal cracks around chimney with loss of plaster. 
The roofing has been painted with aluminum paint.  East wall: cracks around Window 1203 and at chimney. 
The aluminum paint has cracked at the overlapping joints.  Crack from Window 1203 lower corner extending at an 

angle to the south wall. North end of east wall has a 
vertical crack from ceiling of floor at corner of 
chimney, loss of plaster around chimney. A horizontal 
crack at the floor of the chimney below shelf with loss 
of plaster and base. Cracks all around Window 1202. 

Additional black patching compounds have been used at 
various points to patch leaks. 

 South elevation has a crack at the upper east corner 
from the ceiling to the floor. At the upper west corner 
from ceiling to floor is another crack. 

Most of painted metal flashing is caulked where it meets the 
wall rather than being inset into wall, the caulking has 
cracked. 

 West wall: cracks from the upper south corner and the 
north corner crosses as an “x” in the center of the wall. 
Cracks vary in width but are about ¼" at widest. There 
is associated plaster loss. 

Where lower roofs meet the walls, the flashing is not let into 
walls properly. 

 There are cracks all around Window 1204 with plaster 
loss. There is a horizontal crack around west chimney 2' 
above the floor. There are vertical cracks on the 
southern and northern corners of the west wall of 
chimney from ceiling to floor. There is a crack around 
Window 1205 and at ceiling juncture all around room. 

The wood fascias have mitered corners which have opened 
up and water has entered. 

 Roof: The northeast parapet wall separation from roof 
crack at the corner is all the way through wall, major 
roofing material separation has occurred. 
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Residence A Condition Notes, 1988–1995 
1988, Martin Weil  1995, Melvyn Green 

The northeast and northwest corner of the second floor or 
Room #10, the wood has dry rot deterioration. 

 Roof: The southeast corner has cracks in the tar material 
and has separation of material from the cap stone. 

There is a roof drain on penthouse roof that drains onto 
second floor roof. There are two roof drains on second floor 
roof. They both drain onto next lower roof. On the west side 
the second floor roof drains onto a flat roof over Room #6 
which has no drain. The second floor roof on the east side 
trains onto flat roof over Room #9, this roof has no drain. 

 The upper roof over the kitchen area on the west side of 
the building where it connects to the penthouse 
structure has cracked and crumbled at the joint. The 
northwest corner of the house at the kitchen level 
exterior corner has crumbled and cracked across the art 
stone. There are also cracks around the art stone and 
around the exterior windows. 

The roof over Room #7 slopes with no drain. The water runs 
to the roof over Room #3. All the water collects at the 
northeast corner of the roof over Room #3. 

 Each side of the house the same roof line that is over 
the kitchen has cracks on the east and north face of wall 
under art stone and at northeast corners. 

Stairway to Basement 
The poured concrete treads are in good condition. Adhesive 
safety tape has been set on edges of tread. 

  

The plaster walls have a sand finish that has been obscured 
by numerous layers of paint. The plaster is debonding from 
the scratch coat at the base of the south wall near the bottom 
eight treads. 

  

A handrail was added to the south wall.   
The fixture on the upper part of the stair is a later addition.   
Basement Work Areas (Rooms #13 and 14) 
The concrete floor is in generally good condition, however 
there is a 6" wide patch that runs the length of the floor from 
the exterior drain in the driveway to the floor drain at the east 
end of the kiln/work area. 

 There is a ceiling crack at the wall connection of the 
east wall and ceiling along full width of room running 
north and south. West end of room at ceiling there is a 
crack across room width which has reopened and crack 
continues to west wall of closet on south wall. 

The original unfinished concrete has been painted numerous 
times. 

  

The south wall has a major vertical crack. Above and below 
the crack, the surface finish of the concrete has spalled, 
exposing the aggregate. Various electrical conduits are 
mounted to the wall and ceiling. 
The plaster ceiling has a rough sand finish different from the 
finished used on the rest of the house. 

 South wall at connection of west wall of closet a 
vertical crack from ceiling to floor has reopened. South 
wall at connection to ceiling there is a crack at the 
ceiling joint. There is a vertical crack at midpoint of 
wall which has reopened from being previously 
patched. 

There are some cracks and evidence of earlier cracks that 
have been patched.  

  

Doors 13A and B: The five panel doors are in good 
condition, the painted surface is scratched. 

  

The north wall at Door 13C was replastered when the 
doorway was opened and the men's room was converted into 
a workroom. 

  

Doors 14B and C: Battens are missing from Door 14B. 
Wrought iron bars and heavy duty screens have been attached 
to the doors. 

  

Windows 1402 and 1402: The windows have been 
overpainted; the upper glass panel in Window 1401 has been 
replaced with a wood panel and exhaust fan. 
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Residence A Condition Notes, 1988–1995 
1988, Martin Weil  1995, Melvyn Green 

Window 1403: A portion of the glass has been replaced with 
a sheet metal panel and exhaust duct. The bottom of the 
window sash is deteriorated. 

  

The enamel on the sink is stained with rust from a leaking 
faucet. 

  

The room is heated by an electric heater suspended from the 
ceiling. 

  

Many of the conduits and junction boxes are rusted.   
Room #15: Work Room 
There are several cracks in the plaster ceiling.  
Door 15A is a recent door.  

Cracking in the west wall at the ceiling. West end of 
north wall there is a crack from the ceiling down west 
side of Window 1501 down to floor. Ceiling cracking at 
east wall connection. 

Room #16: Restroom 
The concrete floor is patched near the lavatory.   
There is some cracking in the plaster ceiling.   
Door 16B is a later addition.   
The finish around the overflow of lavatory is rusted, and 
chrome plating on fittings is deteriorating. Hot water faucet is 
missing and cold faucet is a replacement. 

  

The toilet tank has been replaced.   
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Figure 1:  Significant Spaces Key for First Floor of Residence A.  

(Image credit: Base image provided courtesy of Melvyn Green and Associates) 
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Figure 2:  Significant Spaces Key for Second Floor of Residence A.  

(Image credit: Base image provided courtesy of Melvyn Green and Associates) 
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Figure 3:  Significant Spaces Key for Penthouse of Residence A.  

(Image credit: Base image provided courtesy of Melvyn Green and Associates) 
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Figure 4:  Significant Spaces Key for Basement of Residence A.  

(Image credit: Base image provided courtesy of Melvyn Green and Associates) 
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Summary Report of Visioning Workshop for Residence A 

 
Introduction 
The Department of Cultural Affairs, the Community Redevelopment Agency and the Bureau of 
Engineering recently partnered together to prepare a Historic Structure Report for Residence A at 
Barnsdall Park in anticipation of the building’s repair and restoration for future reuse. Residence 
A is a Los Angeles Historic Cultural Monument and is part of the National Historic Landmark 
Aline Barnsdall Complex. Although originally designed by the office of Frank Lloyd Wright for 
the director of a planned theater arts complex, Residence A has accommodated many different 
uses over its lifetime and has sustained some alterations to the exterior and the interior. As part 
of the effort to prepare a report that fully considers the building’s potential future uses within the 
broader context of Barnsdall Park, a one-day Visioning Workshop was held on Thursday, 
November 13, 2008. 
 
A number of individuals from key government agencies and representative citizen groups were 
invited to participate in this Visioning Workshop. The day began with a short tour of Residence 
A to acquaint all of the workshop participants with the building and to introduce some of the 
issues and opportunities that exist for its future rehabilitation. Then, the group gathered in the 
Junior Arts Center Gallery and engaged in a series of exercises designed by the meeting’s 
facilitator, Susan Carpenter.  

Figure 1:  Participants gathered in the Junior Arts Center Gallery for the Visioning Workshop led by facilitator, 
Susan Carpenter 
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The first exercise was one that required the participants to brainstorm potential future uses for 
the building and to identify advantages and disadvantages associated with these particular uses. 
These were then posted in graph form on the wall, and organized so that compatible uses were 
grouped together. This graph proved to be a useful tool in eliciting a lengthy discussion among 
workshop participants about the merits and feasibility of each proposed use and the compatibility 
of grouping different uses together.  
 
The day concluded with a Visioning Exercise that revealed many similarities in participants’ 
individual visions for potential future uses of the building. These visions will be very helpful to 
the consultants in making recommendations for Residence A in a Historic Structure Report.  The 
Visioning Exercise was the exercise that brought all of the ideas generated throughout the day 
into focus. Therefore, the individual visions for Residence A generated during this exercise 
summarize well the outcome of the meeting, and are presented in detail below.   
 

Figure 2: Proposed potential 
uses for Residence A were 
arranged in groupings based on 
their compatibility with each 
other 
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Visioning Exercise 
In this exercise, participants were asked to imagine that it was the year 2018. In this scenario, 
Residence A had undergone a successful rehabilitation ten years previously, and it has a use that 
nicely complements the other programs and activities at Barnsdall Park as well as the adjacent 
neighborhood and the greater Los Angeles art scene. Participants were then asked to draw a 
picture of what Residence A would ideally look like in the imagined year of 2018 if this 
rehabilitation was as successful as described. They were asked to consider including in their 
drawings the following issues in regard to Residence A: 
 
 ● The building’s internal and external physical appearance  
 ● The programs, activities, and services occurring within the building 
 ● The building’s relationship to other structures and programs at Barnsdall Park 
 ● The building’s relationship to adjacent neighborhoods 
  ● The building’s relationship to the greater Los Angeles art scene  
 
Additionally, participants were asked to list two goals that they would like to see accomplished 
by the rehabilitation and reuse of Residence A based on the ideal visions described in 
participants’ drawings.  Each participant offered very interesting individual ideas as to different 
ways in which those uses might manifest themselves at Residence A (detailed descriptions of 
these visions are provided at the end of this report). They were asked to describe their ideas 

Figure 3: Bureau of Engineering architect 
Kevin Payne presents his vision of a 
successful rehabilitation to the group 
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regarding the future potential uses of Residence A in a sketch that they then presented to the 
group. Participants were also asked to articulate to the group the two goals for the building that 
they felt were most important.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Conclusions 
Several key areas of consensus emerged during the Visioning Exercise as evidenced in the 
descriptions of individual visions for Residence A. These commonalities are summarized below: 
 

1) Front Door. Residence A is the “front door” to Barnsdall Park. Future uses should 
support its important role in the public’s entry to the park 
 

2) Flexibility. As the “front door” to the park, the building should serve a variety of 
purposes at different times of day (For instance, architectural tours on first floor during 
the day could be followed by small public events, like lectures, in the evenings while the 
second floor might offer meeting space during the day and space for art classes in the 
evenings). Therefore, the space needs to be flexible. However, if the first floor is the 
more public space, but also the subject of the most restoration, this suggests formal 
activities and more restricted access to the space. The second floor might undergo less 
restoration, host less formal activities, and have less restricted access to space.  
 

Figure 4:  A workshop participant’s vision of Residence A in the year 2018 after a successful 
rehabilitation 
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3) Public/Private. The first floor in Residence A should be the more public of the two 
floors.  
 

a. This might solve potential problems associated with public accessibility to the 
house. 

b. It also suggests that restoration efforts should be concentrated on the first floor. 
The first floor should be restored as fully as possible to its original architectural 
character. 

 
4) Future Uses. The two potential future uses for the building that were most often voiced 

were: 
 

a. Primary function (First floor): Interpretive display/Orientation to 
site/Architectural tour space  
Support functions (Second floor): Private offices/Meeting space/Archives/Art 
classroom space 
 

b. Primary function: Artist-in-Residence working space 
Support functions: Gallery/Intimate performance space 

 
5) Preservation.  This should be limited to the architectural space and infrastructure, as 

there are no extant historic furnishings. Improvements should address life-safety hazards 
and should be minimally-intrusive interventions. 

 
Therefore, it is these areas of consensus that will guide the analysis of potential future uses for 
Residence A in the Historic Structure Report currently underway.  A detailed outline of each of 
the participants’ ideas, as presented to the group, is summarized on the following pages.  
 
 




