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2. The Fire Prevention Bureau (FPB) Overtime Rate be increased from $89 to $93 per 

hour (approximately 4 percent increase).  The FPB Overtime Rate is applicable to 
the following fees: 

 
• Expedite Fee 

 
• Off-Hour Fee 

 
• Emergency Inspection Fee 

 
3. The Brush Initial Inspection Fee be decreased from $23 to $19. 

 
4. The Brush Administrative Cost Fee be increased from $938 to $1,345. 

 
5. The High-Rise Annual Inspection Fees recommended for increase are detailed in 

Attachment G. 
 

6. The Unified Program fees recommended for increase are detailed in Attachment J. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
In accordance with Section 57.04.12, Subsection C of the Los Angeles Municipal Code 
(L.A.M.C.), which authorizes the Board to modify fees based on the cost of services, the 
following recommendations are submitted for Board consideration and public hearing.  
These recommendations have been reviewed and concurred by the City Administrative 
Officer.  It is recommended that: 
 
1. The Inspector Hourly Rate be increased from $176 per hour to $185 per hour 

(approximately 5 percent increase). 
 

2. The Bureau of Fire Prevention and Public Safety (FPB) Overtime Rate be increased 
from $89 to $93 (approximately 4 percent increase). 

 
3. The attached Resolution (Attachment K) adjusting the Board controlled fees be 

adopted, and notice of this action be transmitted to the Mayor and City Council.  If 
the Mayor and Council do not take action within 60 days, the Resolution adopted by 
the Board will be published through the Office of the Board of Fire Commissioners 
and the new fees will become effective upon publication. 

 
4. The Board’s Commission Executive Assistant II be directed to publish the Resolution 

based on Mayor and City Council action. 
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DISCUSSION 
The FPB’s cost of special services fees are based on direct and indirect staff costs and 
expenses to perform these special services.  The fees are computed based on the 
Inspector Hourly Rate multiplied by the average time required to perform the inspection.  
The average time required to perform an inspection activity is based on historical data 
of staff hours spent on specific related activities.  These hours are reviewed and 
adjusted annually. 
 
Inspector Hourly Rate 
 
The Inspector Hourly Rate is the average hourly cost of an Inspector in FPB, including 
all direct and indirect costs.  Using the proposed Fiscal Year 2013-14 salaries and the 
federally audited and approved Cost Allocation Plan (CAP) 33 Rate, the Inspector 
Hourly Rate was determined to be $185 per hour.  In order to be consistent with the 
City’s financial policy of full cost recovery, it is proposed that the Inspector Hourly Rate 
be increased from $176 per hour to $185 per hour (approximately 5 percent increase). 
 
The following Sections of the L.A.M.C. pertain to the recommended increase in fees: 
 
1. Non-Compliance Fee – L.A.M.C., Section 57.03.05. 
 

The non-compliance fee is the number of hours expended in re-inspections 
multiplied by the Inspector Hourly Rate.  The non-compliance fee is, at a minimum, 
two Inspector Hours ($370). 

 
The non-compliance fee is issued if, after the first re-inspection, the owner has failed 
to comply with the Fire/Life Safety order to correct. 

 
2. Continuing Permit Activities – L.A.M.C., Section 57.04.12 – Permit Processing and 

Annual Permit Inspection. 
 

Division 4 of the Fire Code identifies certain occupancies and operations which 
require an annual continuing permit to operate in the City.  These occupancies are 
inspected by the Fire Department for fire life and operational safety. 

 
The complete list of recommended Division 4 fees is shown in Attachment A. 

 
3. Non-Continuing Permit Activities – L.A.M.C., Sections 57.05.31 and 57.05.32. 
 

Division 5 of the Fire Code identifies certain installations or operations of a one-time 
or non-continuing nature, which require plan checks and/or inspections.  These 
permits are issued for a wide variety of activities, including firework displays, live 
theater productions, and the transfer of flammable liquids. 

 
The recommended fees for Division 5 activities are detailed in Attachment B. 
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4. Miscellaneous Divisions 1, 5, and Certificate of Fitness (L.A.M.C., Sections 

57.01.28, 57.01.30, 57.05.14, 57.05.15, and 57.06.15). 
 

A number of miscellaneous activities within Divisions 1, 5 and 6 of the Fire Code are 
under the Board’s fee-setting authority.  These include General Approvals sought by 
manufacturers of specified items, fees for conducting tests to certify non-specified 
items, variance and waivers from provisions of the Fire Code; and Certificates of 
Fitness issued to individuals engaged in the recharging of fire extinguishers, in 
conducting blasting operations, or certifying the installation of fire protection 
equipment. 

 
The recommended fees are detailed in Attachment C. 

 
5. Access, Hydrants, and Fire Flow Requirements (L.A.M.C., Section 57.09.12). 

 
Division 9 of the Fire Code provides pre-development plan review, plan and code 
review, and inspection services for development projects within the City to ensure 
adequate access, fire protection, and water availability to the project. 
 
The recommended fees are detailed in Attachment D. 
 
The Access, Hydrants, and Fire Flow Requirements (L.A.M.C., Section 57.09.12) 
fees ordinance (No.182434) was adopted by the City Council on January 29, 2013, 
approved by the Mayor on February 8, 2013, and became effective on March 25, 
2013. 

 
6. Construction and Plan Review Inspection Services (L.A.M.C., Section 57.15). 
 

Division 15 of the Fire Code provides Fire/Life Safety plan review and inspection 
services of new construction, additions, tenant improvements, and/or change of use 
construction projects within the City. 
 
The recommended Division 15 fees are detailed in Attachment E. 
 

7. Hazardous Vegetation (L.A.M.C., Section 57.21.07). 
 

Brush Initial Inspection Fee 
 
The Brush Initial Inspection Fee provides for the cost of yearly inspecting 
approximately 146,000 parcels in the Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone.  The 
inspection cost is divided among the 146,000 parcels. 
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Those parcels found not in compliance with the hazardous vegetation ordinance are 
issued an order to correct and subsequently re-inspected.  If the property is still in 
violation after the third inspection, the property is bid out for clearance by a brush 
clearance contractor. 

 
Due to an increase in the number of parcels being inspected in Fiscal Year 2013-14, 
analysis of the Brush Initial Inspection Fee indicates a fee decrease from $23 to $19.  
It is recommended that the Brush Initial Inspection Fee be decreased from $23 to 
$19. 
 
Brush Administrative Cost Fee 
 
The Brush Administrative Cost Fee covers the cost of staff to perform the brush re-
inspections and processing of the bid packages/contracts for award to a contractor.  
The Brush Administrative Cost Fee is determined by calculating the time required by 
sworn and civilian staff to perform inspections and contract processing, divided by 
the average number of inspections.  Direct and overhead costs are included in the 
cost calculation for full cost recovery. 
 
Analysis of the Brush Administrative Cost Fee indicates a fee increase from $938 to 
$1,345. 
 
The Brush Clearance Program fees are detailed in Attachment F. 
 

8. High-Rise Building Annual Inspection and Permit Fee (L.A.M.C., Section 57.119). 
 

The High-Rise Building Annual Inspection Fees provide for the cost of the staff to 
perform inspections of all commercial and residential high-rise buildings.  The High-
Rise Annual Inspection Fees consist of a base building fee, a building inspection fee, 
and a garage inspection fee. 
 
The base building fee covers the administrative oversight of tracking, investigating, 
and research necessary to safeguard high-rise buildings for fire life and property 
safety.  All high-rise buildings, including vacant and/or partially vacant buildings, are 
subject to the base building fee.  The building inspection fee is calculated based on 
the total floor area of the building.  The garage inspection fee is calculated based on 
the total floor area of the garage.   
 
The total floor area of high-rise hotels, dormitories, apartments, and condominiums 
is assessed only on the common areas in the building.  

 
Federal and State buildings are inspected yearly but are exempt from the fee. 
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Based on the proposed Fiscal Year 2013-14 salaries and the approved CAP 33, the 
High-Rise Annual Inspection Fees are recommended as follows:  

 
• The building inspection fee be increased by $0.0036 per square foot to $0.0187 

per square foot. 
• The garage inspection fee be increased by $0.0018 per square foot to $0.0094 

per square foot. 
• The base building fee be increased from $1,056 to $1,110.  The base building 

fee is aligned at six hours of the Inspector Hourly Rate. 
 
The High-Rise Annual Inspection Fees are detailed in Attachment G. 

 
9. Final Clearance Inspection Fee (L.A.M.C., Section 57.113.16B). 

 
The final clearance inspection fee provides for the cost of inspection of residential 
care facilities for the elderly.  A fee of two hours of the Inspector Hourly Rate, or 
$370, was determined for the final clearance inspection service to recover the cost 
of the service. 
 
The Final Clearance Inspection Fee is detailed in Attachment H. 
 

10. Fire Safety Clearance Pre-Inspection Fee (L.A.M.C., Sections 57.111.13 and 
57.113.16A). 

 
The fire safety clearance pre-inspection fee provides for the cost of pre-inspection of 
adult and child daycare facilities and institutional facilities.  The fee for the fire safety 
clearance pre-inspection of a facility up to 25 occupants was determined to be two 
hours at the Inspector Hourly Rate, or $370.  The fee for a facility of more than 25 
occupants was determined to be four hours minimum, or $740 minimum, and hourly 
thereafter at the Inspector Hourly Rate of $185 per hour. 

 
The Fire Safety Clearance Pre-Inspection Fee is detailed in Attachment I. 

 
11. The Unified Program (L.A.M.C., Section 57.14.10C) consolidates under one agency 

the following six hazardous materials and waste programs: 
 

1) Hazardous Waste Generator and Onsite Hazardous Waste Treatment Programs. 
2) Aboveground Petroleum Storage Tank Spill Prevention Control and 

Countermeasure Plan. 
3) Hazardous Materials Release Response Plans and Inventory Program. 
4) California Accidental Release Prevention Program. 
5) Underground Storage Tank Program. 
6) Uniform Fire Code Plans and Inventory Requirements. 
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The following fee modifications are recommended at this time: 
 
The Underground Storage Tank Program fees provide for plan review and inspection 
services of underground storage tank systems.  The current fee for a tank 
installation, abandonment, or modification is a minimum eleven (11) Inspector hours. 
 
It is proposed that a new Tank System Minor Repair fee be added to accommodate 
minor tank system repairs.  The proposed Tank System Minor Repair fee would 
provide for plan review and inspection services of minor tank system repairs, which 
require approximately three (3) hours or more.  The proposed Tank System Minor 
Repair fee would allow for an equitable charge for minor tank repair work. 
 
It is recommended that the proposed Tank System Minor Repair Fee be a minimum 
three (3) Inspector hours and hourly or fraction there of thereafter.  The 
Underground Storage Tank Program fees authorized under L.A.M.C. 57.5.31D are 
detailed in Attachment B. 
 
The Unified Program fee increases are detailed in Attachment J. 

 
FPB Overtime Rate 
 
The FPB Overtime Rate is determined based on weighted average staff overtime 
salaries.  Using Fiscal Year 2013-14 salaries, multiplied by 1.5 times, an FPB Overtime 
Rate of $93 per hour was determined. 
 
The FPB Overtime Rate is applicable to the Expedite Fee, the Off-Hour Fee, or the 
Emergency Inspection Fee.  These fees are charged when a customer requests Fire 
Department staff to perform plan review or inspection services outside of normal 
working hours. 
 
The Expedite Fee, the Off-Hour Fee, or the Emergency Inspection Fee is charged at a 
minimum of four hours, or $372, as mandated by the Memorandum of Understanding 
for sworn personnel.  Any additional hours of service or fraction of hours thereof is 
charged at a rate of $93 per hour. 
 
The Expedite, the Off-Hour, and the Emergency Inspection Fees are supplementary 
and in addition to any regular fees charged. 
 
CONCLUSION 
Increasing the Inspector Hourly Rate and the FPB Overtime Rate to be in alignment 
with rising costs is consistent with the City’s financial policy of cost recovery for special 
services. 
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Assuming the recommended fees become effective December 1, 2013, it is projected 
that $21.9 million in revenues will be generated in Fiscal Year 2013-14. This is an 
increase of $194,552 over the actual Fiscal Year 2012-13 revenue. 
 
Board report prepared by Muriel Gee, Senior Management Analyst I, Administrative 
Services Bureau and by Rosemarie Barraza, Senior Management Analyst I, Bureau of 
Fire Prevention and Public Safety. 
 
Attachments 
Attachment A – Division 4 – Continuing Permits 
Attachment B – Division 5 – Non-Continuing Permits 
Attachment C – Miscellaneous Fees 
Attachment D – Access, Hydrants, and Fire Flow Requirement Fees 
Attachment E – Construction and Plan Review Inspection Services 
Attachment F – Brush Clearance Fees 
Attachment G – High-Rise Building Annual Inspection and Permit Fees 
Attachment H – Final Clearance Inspection Fee 
Attachment I – Fire Safety Clearance Pre-Inspection Fee 
Attachment J – Unified Program Fees 
Attachment K – Resolution 
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