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INCIDENT DATE INC. TIME ADDRESS COUNCIL INCIDENT TYPE F.S. FIRE COMPANIES TOTAL F/F'S OUTSIDE AGENCIES F/F INJURIES DOLLAR LOSS TIME TO CONTROL

12/25/2011 2:55 AM 7053 W Sunnycrest Tl 2 Civilian Fatality Structure Fire 74 8 51

TOTAL R.A.S

2 0 Still Being 
Tabulated

1 hour, 7 min.

TUJUNGA - The remains of an elderly man who lived alone among a massive collection of debris, was found dead on Thursday, following a days-long search by Los Angeles Fire Department crews, who had 
extinguished a fire there early Christmas Day.

A veteran fire investigator called it one of the worst - and most saddening cases of hoarding he had seen in his twenty-plus years on the job.
The fire was reported at 2:55 AM on Sunday, December 25, 2011, bringing 51 Los Angeles Firefighters to 7053 Sunnycrest Trail in Tujunga, to battle what was initially believed to be burning vegetation.
Firefighters fought their way through thick trees, piles of discards and seven abandoned autos filled floor-to-headliner with possessions, to assault intense flames that had entered the densely packed premises.
With nearly every bit of the 4,349 square-foot lot - and all but a few cubic feet of the one-story house and detached garage filled with combustible clutter, firefighters relentlessly assaulted the flames for 67 minutes before

extinguishing the fire.
With a sole resident still unaccounted for, Los Angeles Firefighters began what would become a five-day ordeal, as they sifted through tons-upon-tons of smoldering debris in an attempt to find the missing man.
Dogs trained to search for cadavers were brought to the scene on two occasions, but offered little clue in the LAFD's relentless yet dignified search for the homeowner both near and within the house, which had been 

fashioned with makeshift tunnels to allow short and difficult passage.

Guided by clues from a friend detailing the man's daily behavior, Investigators from the LAFD's Arson/Counter-Terrorism Section were able to narrow the search, and on Thursday afternoon, discovered his remains just 
outside the home under nearly four feet of densely packed post-fire debris.

The precise cause, time and manner of the man's death will be determined by the Los Angeles County Department of Coroner.
No firefighter injuries were reported during the firefight, investigation or extended search for the man's remains. A monetary loss from the fire was not tabulated, and the cause of blaze - with origin outside the home, was

not believed to be an intentional act, according to LAFD investigators.

116 hours, 16 min.

INCIDENT DURATIONF/F FATALITY

0

CIV. FATALITY

1

INC. #

0153 Tujunga

TUJUNGA MAN FOUND DEAD AFTER FIRE AMID TOWERING DEBRIS

CIV/INJURY

0
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12/25/2011 10:19 AM 11060 North Norris Avenue 7 Structure Fire With Civilian 
Fatality

98 6 40

TOTAL R.A.S

3 0 $N/A 0 hours, 7 min.

PACOIMA -  The Los Angeles Fire Department responded to a small fire on Christmas Morning that sadly claimed the life of a "senior" resident at an independent-living facility.
At 10:19 am, Firefighters responded to a reported “Structure Fire” at 11060 North Norris Avenue. They quickly ascended the six-story “Pledgerville Senior Citizen Villa” and had to force-entry into a single unit on the third

floor, where they found a smoke-filled apartment.
Quick work was made of the small fire that required merely a single fire-extinguisher. Unfortunately, little time was also required for the fire to have tragically claimed the life of the unit's 90 year-old, female resident. She

apparently had lived alone.
The fire-fatality required the LAFD’s Arson/Counter-Terrorism Section to respond, where they spent most of Christmas Day conducting their investigation. The fire was deemed “accidental" in nature and Investigators 

stated "the most probable cause as candles...that appeared to have somehow ignited the victim's clothing." The manner in which that took place is unclear, as the fire remains under active investigation. The victim's official
cause of death will be determined by the Los Angeles County Department of Coroner. Dollar loss estimates were not yet available.

The LAFD extends their condolences to the family and friends of the deceased, for this tragic loss. Your LAFD is saddened by such incidents and finds them extremely difficult to report, especially on Christmas Day. We
do so only to highlight safety and underscore the importance of exercising extreme caution anytime you are around or in use of an open flame, regardless of the source. This holds true not only through the Holiday Season,
but at all times.

Friends, there are numerous articles that can be found in our archives, here, on lafdblogspot.com, some of which are "linked" in this article. Please take the time to review them with your loved ones. Simple steps and 
observance of key safety tips can help prevent tragedy from occurring.

Please allow yourselves to spend your Holiday Season with family and friends...SAFELY. And from all of us at the Los Angeles Fire Department...today, we wish you all a very Merry Christmas!!

Dispatched Units:
E98 T98 E298 RA898 E7 RA7 E275 T75 E91 EM15
BC10 BC12 E77 RA98 BC12 AR2 DC3 AR11 AR36

4 hours, 4 min.

INCIDENT DURATIONF/F FATALITY

0

CIV. FATALITY

1

INC. #

0436 San Fernando

FIRE CLAIMS LIFE OF PACOIMA 'SENIOR' ON CHRISTMAS MORN

CIV/INJURY

0
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12/27/2011 9:23 PM 15245 Greenleaf St 5 Greater Alarm Structure Fire 88 12 86

TOTAL R.A.S

3 0 Still Being 
Tabulated

0 hours, 37 min.

SHERMAN OAKS - A dramatic fire on Tuesday evening did damage to the mixed-use property of a Sherman Oaks financial firm, but firefighters soon tamed the flames without injury.
The fire was reported at 9:23 PM on December 27, 2011 at 15245 Greenleaf Street in Sherman Oaks, a one-story residential property converted for collateral business use.
Firefighters forced entry and aggressively attacked the blaze with handlines, as colleagues sought to halt the horizontal spread of fire through strategic vertical ventilation of the steeply pitched roof. The blaze quickly 

escalated to a greater alarm, bringing 86 Los Angeles Firefighters to battle the heavy flames within the attic, which blossomed into the sky as the roof of the 2,353 square-foot building gave way.
The relentless effort of LAFD personnel prevented the fire from extending to nearby homes in the largely residential neighborhood. The flames were confined within the building of fire origin and extinguished in just 37 

minutes. No injuries were reported.
Teams of Los Angeles Firefighters stayed well into the early morning hours assisting the business owner by salvaging important business documents and client tax records. Fire loss to Entertainment Financial Services 

is still being tabulated. The precise cause of the blaze has yet to be determined.

In Progress

INCIDENT DURATIONF/F FATALITY

0

CIV. FATALITY

0

INC. #

1180 Sherman Oaks

FAST-MOVING FIRE ERUPTS IN SHERMAN OAKS FINANCIAL FIRM

CIV/INJURY

0

INCIDENT DATE INC. TIME ADDRESS COUNCIL INCIDENT TYPE F.S. FIRE COMPANIES TOTAL F/F'S OUTSIDE AGENCIES F/F INJURIES DOLLAR LOSS TIME TO CONTROL

1/1/2012 5:41 PM 1717 N Gramercy Pl 4 Major Emergency Structure 
Fire

82 21 145

TOTAL R.A.S

7 0 Still Being 
Tabulated

1 hour, 0 min.

On Sunday, January 1,  2012 at  5:41 PM, 21 Companies of Los Angeles Firefighters, 7 LAFD Rescue Ambulances, 2 Arson Units, 2 Urban Search and Rescue Units,  1 Rehab Unit,   1 Hazardous Materials Team,  2 
EMS Battalion Captains, 3 Battalion Chief Officer Command Teams, 1 Division Chief Officer Command Team,  under the direction of Battalion Chief J. Castro responded to a Major Emergency Structure Fire at 1717 N 
Gramercy Pl in Hollywood.

HOLLYWOOD - Nearly 150 Los Angeles Firefighters battled a massive blaze at a large two-story vacant church, just before 6:00 PM January 1st, 2011. Firefighters arrived at 1717 North Gramercy Place, to find heavy 
fire showing from the second story, of a pre-1933 church, with adjacent classrooms attached. Due to the deep set, mid-block location of the structure, the roof was difficult to access with Aerial Ladder Trucks. Therefore, 
firefighters utilized multiple 35' ground ladders. Strategically cutting three strips off the rooftop for ventilation helped limit horizontal fire spread, as firefighters under the command of Battalion Chief J. Castro used hand-lines
to tackle flames within the 100' x 50' structure. A very aggressive fire attack ensued for one hour. Some firefighters went through three air bottles battling the inferno during their offensive and exhaustive attack. Flames 
damaged the basement, first floor, second floor and attic. No injuries were reported. Loss from the fire is still being tabulated, while the cause of the blaze remains under active investigation. Dispatched Units: E82 RA82 
E227 E27 T27 RA827 E52 E235 T35 EM11 BC5 BC18 E29 E261 T61 DC3 E41 SQ21 BC11 CP2 E26 E229 T29 EM2 UR27 T3 E203 RA3 RA803 E89 UR88 BC14 RA27 E11 E260 T60 E210 T10 E76 RA52 RA35 EM14 
EM9 AR27 EA1 RT59 T20 E220 T20 E220 AR7 SU1 E10 T15 E215 E27

5 hours, 35 min.

INCIDENT DURATIONF/F FATALITY

0

CIV. FATALITY

0

INC. #

1277 Hollywood

LAFD BATTLES HUGE HOLLYWOOD STRUCTURE FIRE

CIV/INJURY

0
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