LAFD SIGNIFICANT INCIDENT SUMMARY Brc# 11-129

. 8/8/2011 TO 8/14/2011
Emergency Public Information Center Meeting Date

September 20, 2011

INCIDENT DATE] INC. TIME 'ADDRESS COUNCIL INCIDENT TYPE F.S. | FIRE COMPANES | TOTALFIFS JTOTALRAS OUTSIDE AGENCIES FIF INJURIES | V. FATALITY] DOLLAR LOSS TIME TO CONTROL I
8/9/2011 4:20 PM | 12349 Gladstone Av 7 |Explosion 98 13 108 8 0 0 Still Being 0 hours, 20 min.
INC. # FIFFATALITY | civinaury | Tabulated INCIDENT DURATION
San Fernando OE—
0830 0 3 In Progress

THUNDEROUS EXPLOSION IN SYLMAR SENDS THREE MEN TO HOSPITAL
SYLMAR - A "thunderous explosion” that ripped the roof from a Sylmar business and sent three men to the hospital, remains under investigation by local and State authorities.
A flurry of 9-1-1 calls reporting the explosion commenced at 4:20PM on Tuesday, August 9, 2011, bringing dozens of Los Angeles Fire Department personnel to a normally quiet foothifl industrial park at 12349 Gladstone
Avenue in the northeast San Fernando Valley.

Arriving quickly, firefighters found missing doors, buckled masonry walls, widely scattered debris and large portions of the roof blown over the parapets of a 50" x 150" section of a 7,400 square-foot one-and-two story
building. There was however, no evidence of fire. With paper debris still floating in the air, LAFD crews developed a perimeter for bystander exclusion as they established a command post uphili and upwind of the incident.
Swiftly surveying the scene, firefighters quickly came to the aid of two critically injured men who had apparently been blown from the cinder-block building by the force of the explosion. With early reports of additional
victims, an unknown cause - and others who may have been missing, neighborhood firefighters were soon joined by more than one hundred colleagues, including LAFD Hazardous Material and Urban Search & Rescue

experts, in a detailed search for the cause and effect of the blast, which was heard and felt over a one-mile area.

The two badly injured men were rushed to trauma centers by LAFD Paramedics, as a methodical examination of the premises found no trapped or missing persons. More than 15 minutes after the search concluded, a
man walked up to the command post seeking medical care for unspecified injury from the blast. He was taken in good condition by LAFD ambulance to a nearby hospital for further evaluation.

An estimate of monetary damage to the heavily damaged business, described only as an "alternative fuel and green energy firm", was still being tabulated early Wednesday.

Though the enterprise reportedly used pressure vessels and was involved in the "extraction of hydrogen from water", the specific cause of the explosion remains under active investigation by the Los Angeles Fire
Department Arson/Counter-Terrorism Section and Cal/OSHA officials.
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8/10/2011 5:27 PM }2505 N Hancock St 1 Structure Fire 1 " 87 5 1 0 Still Being 0 hours, 24 min.
— FIFFATALITY | civingury | Tabulated "~ INCIDENT DURATION |
0815 | Lincoln Heights/Solano Canyon 0 0 A '

In Progress

One LAFD member was hospitalized after falling down a flight of concrete steps in the smoke-filled complex. The Firefighter was transported in fair condition and is expected to make a full recovery.

SMALL EXPLOSION RESULTS IN 20 DISPLACED RESIDENTS

Approximately 20 people, in the Lincoln Heights area of Los Angeles, have been displaced from their apartments tonight, as a result of a stubborn fire that may have been prevented. A small explosion reportedly
precipitated the fire that started, in what is being called a “utility-storage room.”

It was late this afternoon, at 5:27 pm, that residents of 2505 North Hancock Street reported hearing the loud boom and then, smoke alarms. First arriving resources quickly evacuated the entire complex and then
discovered the fire on the second floor of the two-story, un-sprinklered apartment building. It took 87 Firefighters, under the careful direction of Battalion Chief Rudy Hill, nearly 30 minutes to fully extinguish the pesky blaze
and when it was all over, the water and smoke damage left the 26-unit apartment complex largely, uninhabitable.

The LAFD's Arson/Counter-Terrorism Section was called-out to handle the investigation. After meticulously processing the scene, the probable cause was determined to have been an unspecified type and quantity of a
combustible liquid, that had been kept in storage directly adjacent to a hot-water heater in that utility room. What resuited, was a fire that charged the hallways with enough smoke to warrant the cutting of several ventilation
holes in the roof of the complex. This operation made the conditions tenable for both the residents that were fleeing the building, as well as the Firefighters below, who worked to confine the fire to just one room.

The Department of Water and Power and the Southern California Gas Company were dispatched to the scene to assist and evaluate issues that were reported with both utilities, as a result of the sustained damage.
Local Red Cross was also requested and will assist the displaced occupants with shelter for the evening.
The investigation is ongoing and the dollar loss has not yet been calculated.
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8/14/2011 | 4:42PM {12055 Susan Dr 12 | Near Drowning 18 4 31 3 0 0 Still Being 0 hours, 18 min.
INC. # FIF FATALITY | civangury | Tabulated —"—""_k INCIDENT DURATION ‘,:
0833 Granada Hills 0 2 1 hour, 33 min.

NEAR-DROWNING OF SIBLINGS HIGHLIGHTS WATER DANGER

GRANADA HILLS - Two young children are fighting for survival at a Mission Hills hospital after nearly-drowning in the backyard pool of their Knollwood area home in the north San Femando Valley.

The Los Angeles Fire Department was summoned at 4:42PM on Sunday, August 14, 2011 to respond to 12085 Susan Drive in Granada Hills, where they found the lifeless body of a 2 1/2 year-old boy and his barely
breathing triplet sister, who had moments earlier been rescued by their mother from the family's swimming pool.

According to witnesses, the mother had left the boy and girl playing together in a room within the large two-story residence, as she went to check on the third triplet and 7 year old sibling in another part of the home. After
an unspecified period, the mother returned to seek the boy and girl and determined them missing. A brief search of the premises led her to the in-ground swimming pool, where she discovered and rescued the submersed
pair.

Two teams of LAFD Paramedics worked exhaustively and at the pinnacle of their skill to resuscitate the children. In the few minutes it took to arrive at nearby Providence Holy Cross Medical Center, the responders had
improved the girl's condition and restored the boy's pulse - giving them a fighting chance of survival, though both remained in critical condition.

With a focus on drowning prevention, the Los Angeles Fire Department was quick to stress the importance of its Pool Safely campaign, while highlighting the effectiveness of bystander poolside CPR that recently saved
the life of another San Fernando Valley child.
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