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CITY OF LOS ANGELES
BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS

TO: The Honorable Board of Fire Commissioners
City of Los Angeles
FROM: William R Bamattre, Fire Chief

SUBJECT: POWERPOINT PRESENTATION OF BRUSH CLEARANCE UNIT

DISCUSSION

In 1981, the Brush Clearance Unit was established as part of the Bureau of Fire
Prevention and Public Safety. The Brush Clearance Unit is responsible for the
enforcement of the Fire Codes by conducting inspections of properties located in
the Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone.

The enclosed PowerPoint presentation is an overview of the Brush Clearance
Program. It provides a description of the defined Very High Fire Hazard Severity
Zone, the Mass Mailer Informational Brochure, and the brush inspection process.
The Brush Clearance Unit is proud of its commitment of service in the hillside
communities and of the low incidents of brush fires that result in damage to
residential property due to the implementation of the Brush Clearance Program.
Respectfully submitted,

WILLIAM R. BAMATTRE
Fire Chief
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Very High Fire Hazard
Severity Zone

VHFHSZ or “Zone”

Major Brush Fire History

* 1963 Bel Air Fire: 484 homes lost - Mountain Fire District
established

« 1971 Chatsworth Fire: 198 homes lost — Fire Buffer Zone
established, increasing area of Mountain Fire District

» 1985 Baldwm Hills Flre' 53 homes and 3 lives lost— M.




Public Property

« All City, County, State, and Federal property
in the Zone are inspected in the first three
months of the year

Mass Mailer

» Mailed in mid-March

Brush clearance is ayear round
responsibility. Clear early, clear often.
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* Brush clearance requirements are
illustrated and explained

Brush Task Force

* 40 Firefighters

+» Detailed from Fire Stations to assist :
_ Brush Clearance Unit Inspectors with

.




May Ist

+ Inspections commence

* Brush Task Force utilized for
: ely one mont

»

Second Inspection

» Properties that failed the first inspection
are re-inspected in approximately two
weeks

Second Notice
of Non-Compliance

» Approximately 3 weeks alotted to abate the
hazard




Third Inspection

+ Properties that failed their second
inspection are re-inspected

+ If fails again, th perty is posted and

Third Inspection — cont’d

» Contractor with the lowest bid is awarded

* Inspector follows up with contractor,
ensuring parcel is cleared in the

Throughout this process Brush
Clearance Unit Inspectors are using
skills in topography, horticulture, and
cartography. To ensure all hazards

re abated, lase e f ‘




Vegetation Management System
(VMS)

» Computer program and data base created
specifically for the Brush Clearance Unit

+ All viol




