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H. Final Clearance Inspection Fee (L.A.M.C., Section 57.4703.7.2) 
 

I. Cannabis LAFD Inspection Fee (L.A.M.C., Section 104.19)  
 

J. Requested Inspection Fee (L.A.M.C. 57.107.7) 
 

2. The Brush Clearance Program Fees (L.A.M.C., Section 57.322) be modified as 
follows: 
 
• The Brush Initial Inspection Fee be increased from $31 to $34 (10 percent 

increase).   
 

• The Brush Non-Compliance Fee be increased from a minimum of $674 to a 
minimum of $722 (7 percent increase).  
 

• The Brush Administrative Cost Fee be increased from $1,398 to $1,434 (3 
percent increase). 
 

3. The High-Rise Annual Inspection Fees (L.A.M.C., Section 57.105.9.4) be modified 
as follows: 
 
• The Building Floor Area Fee be decreased from $0.0163 to $0.0154 per square 

foot (6 percent decrease). 
 

• The Garage Floor Area Fee be decreased from $0.0082 to $0.0077 per square 
foot (6 percent decrease). 

 
• The Base Building Fee be increased from $2,022 to $2,166 (7.5 percent 

increase). 
 

4. The High-Rise Building Evacuation Fees (L.A.M.C., Section 57.408.10.1.1) be 
modified as follows: 
 
• The Total Building Evacuation Oversight Fee (for buildings over 35 stories) be 

decreased from $491 to $477 per building (3 percent decrease). 
 

• The Fire Safety Director Fee be decreased from $302 to $293 per building (3 
percent decrease). 
 

• The Floor Warden Fee to remain at $28 per floor. 
 
5. The Certified Unified Program Agency (CUPA) Fees (L.A.M.C., Section 57.120.6) be 

modified as follows: 
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PROGRAM CODE CATEGORY CURRENT  
FEE 

RECOMMENDED 
FEE 

% 
CHANGE 

 
Aboveground 
Storage Tanks 3001 Annual Permit, per 

tank $1,212 $1,321 9% 

 Underground 
Storage Tanks 5000 Annual Permit, per 

tank $971 $1,039 7% 

 
CFC HMMP & 
HMRRP 
(Business Plan 
& Inventory) 

4500 Inventory Count: 1 to 
3 $415 $506 22% 

4501 Inventory Count: 4 to 
7 $831 $1,014 22% 

4504 Inventory Count: 8  to 
15 $1,254 $1,530 22% 

  4505 Inventory Count: 16  
to 25 $1,478 $1,803 22% 

  4506 Inventory Count: > 25 $1,775 $2,166 22% 

RMP (ARP) 
Accidental 
Release 
Prevention 
Program 

3500 Administrative Fee $1,481 $1,644 11% 

3501 
Risk Factor Fee 
(varies, based on 
chemical risk) 

$14.15/unit $15.70/unit 11% 

3600 Inspection and 
Review Fee N/A 

$361/hour or 
fraction thereof 

thereafter 
N/A 

 
6. The FPB Overtime Rate be increased from $120 to $122 per hour (1.7 percent 

increase) due to increased overtime costs.  The FPB Overtime Rate is applicable to 
the following fees: 
 
• Emergency Inspection Fee (L.A.M.C., Section 57.105.7.9)  

 
• Expedite or Off-Hour Fire Life Safety Plan Review and/or Inspection Fee 

(L.A.M.C., Section 57.118.2.3) 
 

7. The Uniformed Fire Safety Officer Fee (L.A.M.C. Section 57.104.18.1) be increased 
from $120 per hour to $122 per hour at a minimum of 4 hours (1.7 percent increase). 
 

8. The Film Spot Check Fee (C.F. 22-1422) be increased from $85 to $271 per permit 
(219 percent increase). 

 
9. Adopt the proposed fee structure for the approved False Fire Alarm Program (C.F. 

12-0122) and add it to the Cost of Special Services fee schedule. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 
That the Board approve: 
1. The Resolution (Attachment 2) adjusting the Board controlled fees. 

 
2. Transmitting this report to the Mayor and City Council for consideration and 

approval.   
 
3. Publishing the Resolution based on the Mayor and City Council action (L.A.M.C., 

Section 57.106.8.1.1).  The fees approved by the Mayor and Council shall become 
effective, except for the fee items that are recommended by the Mayor and Council 
to be amended. 

 
FISCAL IMPACT 
Assuming the recommended fees become effective July 1, 2023, it is projected that the 
associated fee modifications will generate $54.2 million in revenues in Fiscal Year 2023-
24.  This is an increase of $3.1 million over the projected Fiscal Year 2022-23 revenue 
receipts, of which $2 million is derived from the projected revenue from the False Fire 
Alarm Fee and is contingent on the full implementation of the program. 
 
DISCUSSION 
The cost of special services fees are based on the total costs to perform the special 
services and includes direct labor, indirect labor, expenses, and all applicable City 
overhead costs.   
 
Inspector Hourly Rate 
 
The Inspector Hourly Rate is the average hourly cost of an Inspector in FPB.  The 
Inspector Hourly Rate is calculated by dividing the total cost of the FPB by the total 
number of direct Inspectors in FPB to determine the average cost of a direct Inspector, 
and then dividing the average cost of a direct Inspector by the total number of available 
on-duty hours per year.  
 
The Inspector Hourly Rate is utilized to charge for services that are based on the time 
required to perform the service.  The fees for these services are computed by 
multiplying the average time required to perform the inspection or service by the 
Inspector Hourly Rate.  The average time required to perform an inspection activity is 
based on historical data of staff hours spent on specific related activities.  These hours 
are reviewed and adjusted annually based on operational needs. 
 
Using the actual Fiscal Year 2022-23 salaries which include step increases, longevity 
pay and COLA, and the federally audited and approved Cost Allocation Plan (CAP) 41 
Rate, the Inspector Hourly Rate was determined to be $361, a 7 percent increase from 
the current Inspector Hourly Rate of $337 due mainly to additional staffing and salary 
increases of fire personnel. 
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In order to be consistent with the City’s financial policy of full cost recovery, it is 
proposed that the Inspector Hourly Rate be increased from $337 per hour to $361 per 
hour. 
 
The following Sections of the L.A.M.C. pertain to the recommended fee revisions: 
 
1. Fees Based on the Inspector Hourly Rate 

 
A. Non-Compliance Fee - L.A.M.C., Section 57.104.12.1.1 

 
The Non-Compliance Fee is the Inspector Hourly Rate multiplied by the number 
of hours expended in re-inspections after the issuance of a Fire/Life Safety order.  
The Non-Compliance Fee is, at a minimum, two (2) Inspector hours, at $722. 
  
The Non-Compliance Fee is charged if, after the first re-inspection, the owner 
has failed to comply with the Fire/Life Safety order to correct.  The time involved 
in all subsequent re-inspections shall also be chargeable as a Non-Compliance 
Fee. 
 
The recommended fee for Non-Compliance is detailed in Attachment 1: 
Proposed Schedule of Fees (Section H). 

 
B. Specific Action or Project Permit Fees - L.A.M.C., Section 57.105.7.8 

 
L.A.M.C. Section 57.105.7.8 identifies installations or operations on a one-time or 
non-continuing nature which require plan checks and/or inspections.  These 
permits are issued for a wide variety of activities, including but not limited to, 
firework displays, live theater productions, transfer of flammable liquids, plant 
extraction systems, and emergency responder radio coverage systems. 
 
Effective April 11, 2019, Ordinance No. 186026 established new fees for the 
installation of or modification of emergency responder radio coverage systems 
and gates and barricades across fire apparatus access roads. In Fiscal Year 
2020-21, it was determined that a Communications Electrician is involved in plan 
check, site visits, installations, and testing, and therefore, merits the additional 
time required to do the work along with the Fire Inspector. As a result, the hourly 
rate of the Communications Electrician is added to the Inspector rate.   
 
The recommended fees for Specific Action or Project Permit Fees are detailed in 
Attachment 1: Proposed Schedule of Fees (Section B). 

 
C. Operational Permit Fees - L.A.M.C., Section 57.106.6 

 
L.A.M.C. Section 57.106.6 identifies occupancies and operations which require 
an annual permit to operate in the City.  These occupancies are inspected by the 
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Fire Department for fire life and operational safety. 
 
The recommended fees for Operational Permits are detailed in Attachment 1: 
Proposed Schedule of Fees (Section A). 

 
D. Hydrants and Access Review and Inspection Fees - L.A.M.C., Section 57.116.1 

 
L.A.M.C., Section 57.116.1 provides pre-development plan review, plan and code 
review, and inspection services for development projects within the City to 
ensure adequate access, fire protection, and water availability to the project. 
 
The recommended fees for Hydrants and Access Review and Inspection are 
detailed in Attachment 1: Proposed Schedule of Fees (Section E). 

 
E. Construction Plan Review and Inspection Fees - L.A.M.C., Section 57.118.2 

 
The Construction Plan Review and Inspection Fees provide for the cost of 
Fire/Life Safety plan review and inspection services of new construction, 
additions, tenant improvements, and/or change of use construction projects 
within the City. 
 
The recommended fees for Construction Plan Review and Inspection are 
detailed in Attachment 1: Proposed Schedule of Fees (Section F). 

 
F. Miscellaneous Fees and Certificates of Fitness Fees - L.A.M.C., Sections 

57.104.9.2.1, 57.104.17.2, 57.117.10, 57.119.7.1, 57.119.8, and 57.119.8.3 
 

A number of miscellaneous activities in the Fire Code are under the Board’s fee-
setting authority.  These include general approvals sought by manufacturers of 
specified items, fees for conducting tests to certify non-specified items, variance 
and waivers from provisions of the Fire Code, and Certificates of Fitness issued 
to individuals engaged in the recharging of fire extinguishers, in conducting 
blasting operations, or certifying the installation of fire protection equipment. 
 
The recommended Miscellaneous Fees and Certificates of Fitness Fees are 
detailed in Attachment 1: Proposed Schedule of Fees (Section D). 

 
G. Fire Safety Clearance Pre-Inspection Fee - L.A.M.C., Sections 57.4702.5 and 

57.4703.7.1 
 

The Fire Safety Clearance Pre-Inspection Fee provides for the cost of pre-
inspection of adult and child daycare facilities and institutional occupancies.  The 
fee for the Fire Safety Clearance Pre-Inspection of a daycare facility with less 
than or equal to 25 occupants was determined to be two (2) hours at the 
Inspector Hourly Rate, or $722.  The fee for a daycare facility of more than 25 
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occupants was determined to be three (3) hours minimum, or $1,083 minimum, 
and hourly thereafter at the Inspector Hourly Rate of $361 per hour.  The fee for 
the Fire Safety Clearance Pre-Inspection of an institutional occupancy or a 
residential care facility with less than or equal to 25 occupants was determined to 
be three (3) hours at the Inspector Hourly Rate, or $1,083. The fee for an 
institutional occupancy or a residential care facility of more than 25 occupants 
was determined to be four (4) hours minimum, or $1,444 minimum, and hourly 
thereafter at the Inspector Hourly Rate of $361 per hour. 
 
The recommended fees for Fire Safety Clearance Pre-Inspection are detailed in 
Attachment 1: Proposed Schedule of Fees (Section L). 

 
H. Final Clearance Inspection Fee - L.A.M.C., Section 57.4703.7.2 

 
The Final Clearance Inspection Fee provides for the cost of inspection of a 
community care facility or a residential care facility for the elderly.  A fee of two 
(2) hours of the Inspector Hourly Rate, or $722, was determined for the Final 
Clearance Inspection to recover the cost of the service. 
 
The recommended fee for Final Clearance Inspection is detailed in Attachment 1: 
Proposed Schedule of Fees (Section K). 

 
I. Fees and Fines - L.A.M.C., Section 104.19 

 
The Cannabis LAFD Inspection Fee provides for the cost of the inspection of 
cannabis facilities for Fire, Life Safety and Hazardous Materials Disclosure and 
Business Emergency Plan.  This fee is based on a minimum of a 4-hour 
inspection at $1,444.  Inspections that exceed four hours will be charged at $361 
per hour.   
 
The recommended fee is detailed in Attachment 1: Proposed Schedule of Fees 
(Section Q). 

 
J. Requested Inspection Fee - L.A.M.C., Section 57.107.7 

 
The Requested Inspection Fee provides for the cost of a request for inspection 
from a building or business owner with the intent to receive a Fire Clearance 
Letter stating that the facility has been inspected and is compliant with the Fire 
Code.  This fee is based on a minimum of one hour inspection at the Inspector 
Hourly Rate of $361 per hour.  Any additional hours of service or fraction of hours 
thereof is charged at a rate of $361 per hour.  
 
If the inspection reveals Fire Code violations, a Notice of Violation will be issued 
and an additional Requested Inspection Fee is charged prior to issuing a Fire 
Clearance Letter. 
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The recommended fee is detailed in Attachment 1: Proposed Schedule of Fees 
(Section R). 

 
2. Brush Clearance Program Fees (L.A.M.C., Section  57.322) 

 
A. Brush Initial Inspection Fee and Brush Non-Compliance Fee 

 
The Brush Initial Inspection Fee provides for the cost of annual inspections of 
138,000 parcels in the Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone.  The inspection cost 
is divided among the number of parcels. Based on the actual Fiscal Year 2022-
23 salaries and the approved CAP 41 Rate, the Brush Initial Inspection Fee is 
recommended to increase from $31 to $34. 
 
Those parcels found not in compliance with the hazardous vegetation ordinance 
are issued an order to correct and are subsequently re-inspected.  If the property 
is still in violation after the second inspection, a penalty is imposed for non-
compliance and shall be charged at a minimum of two-hour Inspector rate. The 
Brush Non-Compliance Fee is recommended to increase from $674 at $722.   
 

B. Brush Administrative Cost Fee 
 
If the property is still found to be in violation after the third inspection, the 
property is bid out for clearance by a brush clearance contractor.  The Brush 
Administrative Cost Fee covers the cost of staff to perform the brush re-
inspections and processing of the bid packages/contracts for award to a 
contractor.  The Brush Administrative Cost Fee is determined by calculating the 
time required by sworn and civilian staff to perform inspections and contract 
processing, divided by the average number of pre-package inspections.  Direct 
and overhead costs are included in the cost calculation for full cost recovery. 
 
Analysis of the Brush Administrative Cost Fee indicates a fee increase from 
$1,398 to $1,434. 
 
The recommended Brush Clearance Program fees are detailed in Attachment 1: 
Proposed Schedule of Fees (Section G and Section H). 

 
3. High-Rise Building Annual Inspection and Permit Fees - L.A.M.C., Section 

57.105.9.4 
 
The High-Rise Building Annual Inspection Fees provide for the cost of the staff to 
perform inspections of all commercial and residential high-rise buildings.  The High-
Rise Annual Inspection Fees consist of a base building fee, a building inspection fee, 
and a garage inspection fee. 
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The base building fee covers the administrative oversight of tracking, investigating, 
and research necessary to safeguard high-rise buildings for fire life and property 
safety.  All high-rise buildings, including vacant and/or partially vacant buildings, are 
subject to the base building fee.  The building inspection fee is calculated based on 
the total floor area of the building.  The garage inspection fee is calculated based on 
the total floor area of the garage.  The total floor area of high-rise hotels, dormitories, 
apartments, and condominiums is assessed only on the common areas in the 
building.   The total number of buildings and the total square footage areas are 
updated annually based on billing data. 
 
Federal and State buildings are inspected yearly but are exempt from the fee. 
 
Based on the actual Fiscal Year 2022-23 salaries and the approved CAP 41 Rate, 
the High-Rise Annual Inspection Fees are recommended as follows:  
 
• The building inspection fee be decreased from $0.0163 per square foot to 

$0.0154 per square foot. 
• The garage inspection fee be decreased from $0.0082 to $0.0077 per square 

foot. 
• The base building fee be increased from $2,022 to $2,166. The base building fee 

is aligned at six (6) hours of the Inspector Hourly Rate. 
 

The recommended fees for High-Rise Annual Inspection are detailed in Attachment 
1: Proposed Schedule of Fees (Section I). 

 
4. High-Rise Building Evacuation Fees - L.A.M.C., Section 57.408.10.1.1 

 
The High-Rise Evacuation Fees provide for the administrative tracking of Fire Safety 
Directors and Floor Wardens, and for the coordination and oversight provided during 
a total building evacuation of high-rise buildings.  The High-Rise Evacuation Fees 
consist of a Fire Safety Director Fee, a Floor Warden Fee, and the Total Building 
Evacuation Oversight Fee.  The High-Rise Building Evacuation Program is 
administered by one Fire Inspector I. 
 
Each high-rise building is charged with a Fire Safety Director Fee, a Floor Warden 
Fee per floor of a high-rise building, and a Total Building Evacuation Oversight Fee 
for buildings that are 35 stories or higher.  The Total Building Evacuation Oversight 
Fee is charged as one fee (prorated over three years).  High-rise buildings 35 stories 
or higher are required to conduct a total building evacuation once every three (3) 
years with the coordination and oversight of the Fire Department.  All high-rise 
buildings self-conduct a mandatory fire drill a minimum of once annually 
administered by the Fire Safety Director of each high-rise building. 
It is proposed that the High-Rise Evacuation Fees be modified as follows: 
 
• The Fire Safety Director fee be decreased from $302 to $293 per building. 
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• The Floor Warden Fee to remain at $28 per floor. 
• The Total Building Evacuation fee be decreased from $491 to $477 per building. 
 
The recommended fees for the High-Rise Evacuation Program are detailed in 
Attachment 1: Proposed Schedule of Fees (Section J). 

 
5. Certified Unified Program Agency (CUPA) Fees - L.A.M.C., Section 57.120.6 and 

California Environmental Reporting System (CERS) Late Submittal Fee - L.A.M.C, 
Section 57.121.3.5 
 

A. CUPA Fees 
 
As a CUPA designated by the State of California, the Fire Department is 
authorized to apply statewide standards to each facility within its jurisdiction that 
treats on site or generates hazardous waste, operates underground storage 
tanks and aboveground storage tanks, or stores hazardous materials.  
 
The CUPA consolidates under one agency the following six hazardous materials 
and waste programs: 

 
1) Aboveground Petroleum Storage Tank Spill Prevention Control and 

Countermeasure Plan (SPCC) 
2) Hazardous Waste Generator and Onsite Hazardous Waste Treatment 

Programs 
3) Hazardous Materials Release Response Plans and Inventory Program 
4) California Accidental Release Prevention Program (CalARP) 
5) Underground Storage Tank Program 
6) Uniform Fire Code Plans and Inventory Requirements 

 
The California Accidental Release Prevention Program (#4) requires businesses 
to develop and implement an accident prevention plan intended to minimize the 
possibility of an accidental release of substances that can cause serious harm to 
the public and the environment and to mitigate the consequences of an 
accidental release.  As part of the City’s recovery process in the administration of 
the CalARP, it is recommended to add an hourly inspection and review fee 
charged at the Inspector rate to support the incidental costs of conducting facility 
inspections and reviewing mandated CalARP documentation, in addition to the 
annual administrative fee and risk factor fee.  

 
It is proposed that the CUPA Fees be modified as follows: 

 
• The Aboveground Storage Tanks fee be increased from $1,212 to $1,321 per 

tank. 
• The Underground Storage Tanks fee be increased from $971 to $1,039 per 

tank. 
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• The California Fire Code (CFC) Hazardous Materials Management Plans 
(HMMP) and Hazardous Materials Inventory Statements (HMIS) Inventory 
Count Fees: 
o Inventory Count: 1 to 3 be increased from $415 to $506 
o Inventory Count: 4 to 7 be increased from $831 to $1,014 
o Inventory Count: 8 to 15 be increased from $1,254 to $1,530 
o Inventory Count: 16 to 25 be increased from $1,478 to $1,803 
o Inventory Count: More than 25 be increased from $1,775 to $2,166 

• The California Accidental Release Prevention Program (CalARP) 
Administrative fee be increased from $1,481 to $1,644. 

• The CalARP Risk Factor fee be increased from $14.15 per unit to $15.70 per 
unit. 

• The CalARP Inspection and Review fee be added to the fee schedule at $361 
per hour. 

 
The recommended Underground Storage Tank Program (L.A.M.C., Section 
57.105.7.8.4) fees are detailed in Attachment 1: Proposed Schedule of Fees 
(Section B, pages 5 to 7).  The recommended Certified Unified Program Agency 
fees are detailed in Attachment 1: Proposed Schedule of Fees (Section M). 
 

B. CERS Late Submittal Fee 
  
The State of California requires certain regulated businesses to complete and 
submit a Hazardous Materials Business Plan (HMBP) annually in accordance 
with Chapter 6.95, Article 1, of the California Health and Safety Code (HSC).  
The purpose of the CERS Late Submittal Fee is to increase compliance with the 
HMBP filing requirement.   
 
Effective May 27, 2019, Ordinance No. 186067 established a late submittal fee 
for non-compliance.  The late submittal fee is set at a flat rate of $500 for a 
business that fails to submit a business plan in accordance with this section.   
 
The recommended CERS Late Submittal Fee is detailed in Attachment 1: 
Proposed Schedule of Fees (Section N). 

 
6. FPB Overtime Rate 
 

The FPB Overtime Rate is determined based on weighted average staff overtime 
salaries.  The Overtime Rate was determined to be $122 per hour. 
 
The FPB Overtime Rate is applicable to the Expedite Fee, the Off-Hour Fee, or the 
Emergency Inspection Fee.  These fees are charged in addition to regular fees when 
a customer requests for Fire Department staff to perform expedited or off-hour plan 
review, or inspection services outside of normal working hours. 
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The Expedite Fee, the Off-Hour Fee, or the Emergency Inspection Fee is charged at 
a minimum of four (4) hours, or $488, as mandated by the sworn MOU.  Any 
additional hours of service or fraction of hours thereof is charged at a rate of $122 
per hour. 

 
The Expedite, the Off-Hour, and the Emergency Inspection Fees are supplementary 
and in addition to any regular fees charged. 
 

7. The Uniformed Fire Safety Officer (UFSO) Fee  
 

The UFSO fee provides for the cost of a UFSO.  A UFSO may be required for the 
safeguarding of life and property from fire, explosion, panic, or other hazardous 
conditions that may arise in the temporary use of occupancy and/or premise during 
an activity.  When required, a UFSO provides fire code enforcement during 
temporary activities such as special events or filming activities involving pyrotechnic 
effects, fires, or other hazardous situations.   
 
The UFSO fee is determined based on the average overtime cost of an Inspector.  
The average overtime cost of an Inspector in Fiscal Year 2022-23 is $122 per hour.  
 
In Fiscal Year 2016-17, the Fire Department met with representatives of the Mayor’s 
Office, Economic Workforce Development Department, Film LA, and the Motion 
Picture Association of America (MPAA) regarding adjustment of the UFSO fee.  It 
was recommended that a phased rate increase would be implemented at $75 per 
hour in Fiscal Year 2016-17, $85 per hour in Fiscal Year 2017-18, and the UFSO 
rate would be brought to full cost recovery in Fiscal Year 2018-19.  
 
Since then, the UFSO fee is charged at the overtime cost of an Inspector multiplied 
by the minimum number of hours, as mandated by the sworn Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU).  In Fiscal Year 2022-23, the UFSO fee will increase from 
$120 to $122 per hour, and is charged at a minimum of four (4) hours, or $488.  
 
The UFSO Cancellation Fee accounts for last minute cancellations within four hours 
(4) of the start of filming.  The fee is based on the sworn MOU that states that an 
employee who is scheduled for an off-duty safety watch prior to reporting for duty but 
less than four (4) hours prior to the commencement of the safety watch shall receive 
a minimum of two hours (2) of pay.  The UFSO Cancellation Fee is charged at two 
hours of the UFSO rate, or $244. 
 
The recommended fee is detailed in Attachment 1: Proposed Schedule of Fees 
(Section O). 

 
8. Film Spot Check Fee - C.F. 22-1422 
 

The Film Unit is responsible for ensuring that all filming sites are properly protected 
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from fire and life safety hazards.  The current Film Spot Check fee of $85 was 
established in 1994 as a flat-rate fee and has not been modified since then.  This fee 
is no longer sufficient to fully support the cost of an inspector providing spot check 
services at filming locations.  
 
In Fiscal Year 2022-23, the Mayor and Council approved to update the calculation 
method for the Spot Check Fee to be consistent with other Board-controlled fees for 
special services.  Beginning this fiscal year, the Spot Check Fee will be calculated 
using the Inspector Hourly Rate multiplied by the number of hours spent on the 
activity.  Based on historical data of staff hours spent on film spot checks, the time 
was determined to be 45 minutes, or 0.75 hour, which would result in a Spot Check 
Fee increase from $85 to $271. 
 
The recommended fee is detailed in Attachment 1: Proposed Schedule of Fees 
(Section P). 

 
9. False Fire Alarm Fee - C.F. 12-0122 
 

An automatic fire alarm is deemed false if the responding unit determines that the 
call was not due to a fire or other life safety emergency.  Of the 32,000 automatic fire 
alarms that the Fire Department responds to annually, approximately 15,000 or 47% 
are determined to be false alarms.  The False Fire Alarm Program would serve as 
an incentive for property owners to fix faulty alarm systems, thereby enhancing the 
availability of limited resources to respond to a legitimate emergency.  
 
In Fiscal Year 2022-23, the False Fire Alarm Fee is determined at $361 which 
provides for full cost recovery of sworn personnel response, civilian personnel costs 
administering the program, and contractual costs for fire alarm management and 
billing and collection services.  The program includes a fee structure imposed on 
property owners when a response call is determined to be due to a false fire alarm. 
The fee could be waived if the property owner completes Alarm School (allowable 
once every 365 days).  The Department proposes a fee of $361 for each false fire 
alarm occurrence.  Each additional false fire alarm response within 365 days of a 
first false alarm will be imposed a fee of $361 plus a penalty fee increasing in $50 
increments for subsequent occurrences.  The table below shows the fee and penalty 
assessments through the sixth false alarm in a 365-day cycle. 
 

False Fire Alarm Incidents Recommended Fee 
First Alarm $361* 
Second Alarm $411 ($361 + $50) 
Third Alarm $461 ($361 + $100) 
Fourth Alarm $511 ($361 + $150) 
Fifth Alarm $561 ($361 + $200) 
Sixth Alarm $611 ($361 + $250) 

*waived once every 365 days if Alarm School is completed. 
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The recommended fees are detailed in Attachment 1: Proposed Schedule of Fees 
(Section S). 
 

CONCLUSION 
Increasing the Inspector Hourly Rate, the FPB Overtime Rate, and modifying existing 
fees to be in alignment with rising costs is consistent with the City’s financial policy of 
full cost recovery for special services. 
 
Board report prepared by Tiffany Baltazar, Senior Management Analyst I, Administrative 
Services Bureau. 
 
 
Attachments 
Attachment 1 – Proposed Schedule of Fees 
Attachment 2 – Resolution 
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