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NATIONAL LEADERSHIP

Nationally Recognized HazMat 
Capability

Type I HazMat Response System
The highest classification of hazardous materials 
response capability — representing the most 
sophisticated resources and expertise.

24/7 Citywide Coverage
Four strategically positioned task forces provide 
continuous response across the City of Los Angeles 
at all times.

National HazMat Leadership
LAFD is a national leader in alternative fuels and 
hazardous materials response doctrine and 
training.

Integrated Federal Partnerships
Coordinated relationships with EPA, DOT, and Cal 
OES ensure seamless multi-agency operations.

2,400+
Annual Responses

4
HazMat Task Forces

48+
Regional Training

200+
Specialized Units

















EMERGING THREATS

The Evolving Hazard Landscape Facing Los Angeles


Lithium-Ion ESS
Grid-scale energy storage systems are 
proliferating across LA — each 
representing a potential large-scale 
thermal runaway event.


EV Infrastructure
Rapid EV adoption and charging 
infrastructure expansion create new fire 
and hazmat risks in residential, 
commercial, and parking environments.


Hydrogen Systems
Hydrogen fueling stations and 
transportation corridors introduce 
high-pressure, high-consequence risks 
requiring specialized response protocols.


Rail Transportation
High-volume hazardous materials 
movement through LA rail corridors — 
including through dense urban areas — 
creates significant incident potential.


Battery Recycling
Emerging battery recycling facilities 
introduce complex chemical hazards and 
fire risks in industrial and mixed-use zones.


Port Cargo Risks
Expanding cargo volume through the Port 
of Los Angeles continues to increase the 
probability of a large-scale maritime 
hazmat event.

"Technology advancement is rapidly changing the hazardous materials risk profile within Los Angeles — demanding continuous investment in 
specialized capability."







Questions & 
Discussion
Los Angeles Fire Department — Hazardous Materials Program

HazMat | JHAT | UAS Programs
Protecting Los Angeles Through Specialized Response, Regional 
Coordination, and Operational Readiness

FINAL SESSION


