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Joint VNC Board & Discussion Forum Committee Meeting Agenda 
 

Thursday June 22, 2023 from 5:30 PM to 6:30 PM 
Venice-Abbot Kinney Memorial Branch Library (310-821-1769) 

501 Venice Boulevard, Venice, California 90291 

This section constitutes the minutes of the prior meeting. 
Committee Voting Members:  

Joe Murphy, Paul Davis, Robin Murez, Mehrnoosh Mojallali 
VNC Board Members: 

Yolanda Gonzales, Erica Moore 
Guests:  

Albert Mejia – Business Improvement District Operations Manager 

5:30 
 
 
 

5:45 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:00 
 

6:30 

Call to Order - Approval of Agenda & Minutes 
Introductions, Announcements, Public Comment on items not on the agenda 
Consideration and possible adoption of the following motion:  

Motion to Renew Ad Hoc Discussion Forum Committee (Also Attached) 
Updates of ongoing work on our VNC-Board-approved-activities regarding: 

a. Parks initiative, including discussion of efforts to increase community awareness of Los 
Angeles Recreation and Parks summer camp programs; 
b. The Centennial Park Carousel (supported in DFC and VNC motions) and its current status; 
c. The Venice Youth Internship Program, and DFC efforts to continue its development with 
Venice High School staff; and 
d. Other future efforts, as suggested by committee members and meeting attendees 

Discussion Topic (continued from prior meeting): 
Discuss future options in the context of the Discussion Forum Committee Mission Statement.  

Adjourn. Next meeting will be 5:30pm Thursday, July 27, 2023 
Future monthly DFC meetings: 230824 – 230928 – 231026 – 231123 – 231228 

Contact co-chair Joe Murphy at 310-305-1444 or joedmur@gmail.com if you have questions regarding this DFC meeting. 

Voting DFC Members 
Joe Murphy 
Paul Davis 

 
 

joedmur@gmail.com 

davis@pauldavisarchitects.com 
John Palka 

Robin Murez 
 

James Murez 

palka.john@gmail.com 
robin@robinmurez.com 
Ex Officio Member 
president@venicenc.org 

Mehrnoosh Mojallali 
Regan Kibbee  

 

mehrnoosh@mehrnoosh.com 

regank777@gmail.com  
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Discussion Forum Committee Mission Statement 

Provide a monthly forum for discussion of long-term matters affecting  
the Venice Community within the context of the VNC Vision Goals* 

 

The below* constitutes the VNC Vision Goals as adopted unanimously by the Board on April 
21, 2009 as Standing Rule 20 (now Standing Rule 18) and later amended unanimously by the 
Board to include the Focus on Children Vision Goal. For further information about the DFC, 
contact its co-chair Joe Murphy at 310-305-1444 or at joedmur@gmail.com. 

 

 

*To stimulate the vitality of the VNC, the Board and VNC Committees are encouraged to consider the below VNC 
Vision Goals in their deliberations. 
 

Although the VNC is a political body, and inevitably it may become embroiled in issues that divide the community, these 
goals are designed to promote a more proactive, collaborative vision for VNC Committees to include in their deliberations 
as they formulate recommendations for Board consideration. The intent is to create a working framework of integrated 
strategies capable of achieving, over time, broader consensus and increased:  
 

Focus on Children 
Consider strategies that promote & expand opportunities for children to experience direct meaningful 
involvement in all aspects of the social and economic and cultural activities of the Venice Community. Include this 
Focus on Children as an integral part of the consideration of strategies in all of the below Vision Goals. 

 

Participation 
Consider strategies that encourage & facilitate broader involvement of stakeholders, major organizations, 
communitygroups, and government institutions, etc.  

 

Walkability 
Consider strategies that reduce the use of cars and that promote alternatives such as walking, skateboarding, 
biking & bike racks, circulation systems (trolleys), park & ride rather than additional parking, street-
narrowing/sidewalk widening, walk/bike/skateboard lanes separated from traffic, easier neighborhood pedestrian 
access to commercial stores, etc.  

 

Diversity 
Consider strategies that encourage & facilitate realistic recommendations designed to increase economic 
diversity, including affordable housing, etc 

 

Creativity 
Consider strategies that promote the arts, encourage & facilitate creativity.  This can apply to architecture, public 
art, social events (neighborhood gatherings/street movies/theatre/dance/pottery/…), etc.  

 

Collaboration 
Consider strategies that encourage& facilitate ‘level playing fields’ for collaborative negotiation; opt for 
procedures & policies that ‘promote flexibility & dialogue’ over ‘reacting defensively to rigid criteria’, 
facilitation/mediation training, etc.  

 

Brainstorming 
Consider strategies that encourage & facilitate exploring of non-traditional options for achieving shared 
objectives, etc. 
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Translation Services: Si requiere servicios de traducción, favor de avisar al Concejo Vecinal 3 días de trabajo (72 horas) antes del evento. Por favor contacte Secretary@VeniceNC.org 
para avisar al Concejo Vecinal. 
  
  

Public Input at Neighborhood Council Meetings: Every person wishing to address the Board must dial telephone number listed above, and enter the above Meeting Id number and then 
press # to join the meeting. When prompted by the presiding officer, to provide public input at the Neighborhood Council meeting the public will be requested to dial *9 or use the Raise 
Hand option, to address the Board on any agenda item before the Board takes an action on an item. Comments from the public on agenda items will be heard only when the respective 
item is being considered. Comments from the public on other matters not appearing on the agenda that are within the Board’s jurisdiction will be heard during the General Public Comment 
period. Please note that under the Brown Act, the Board is prevented from acting on a matter that you bring to its attention during the General Public Comment period; however, the issue 
raised by a member of the public may become the subject of a future Board meeting. Public comment is limited to 30 seconds per speaker, unless adjusted by the presiding officer of the 
Board. 
  

As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability and upon request will provide reasonable 
accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, services, and activities. Sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or other auxiliary aids and/or services may be 
provided upon request. To ensure availability of services, please make your request at least 3 business days (72 hours) prior to the meeting by contacting the Department of Neighborhood 
Empowerment by calling (213) 978-1551 or email: NCsupport@lacity.org  
 

Public Posting of Agendas - Neighborhood Council agendas are posted for public review as follows: 
1. Beyond Baroque, 681 Venice Blvd., Venice, CA 90291 
2. www.VeniceNC.com 
3. You can also receive our agendas via email by subscribing to L.A. City’s Early Notification System (ENS) 
  

Notice to Paid Representatives - If you are compensated to monitor, attend, or speak at this meeting, City law may require you to register as a lobbyist and report your activity. See Los 
Angeles Municipal Code Section 48.01 et seq. More information is available at ethics.lacity.org/lobbying. For assistance, please contact the Ethics Commission at (213) 978-1960 
or ethics.commission@lacity.org 
  

Public Access of Records - In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a majority or all of the board in advance of a meeting may 
be viewed at our website: www.VeniceNC.org or at the scheduled meeting. In addition, if you would like a copy of any record related to an item on the agenda, please 
contact, Secretary@VeniceNC.org. 
  

Reconsideration and Grievance Process - For information on the NC’s process for board action reconsideration, stakeholder grievance policy, or any other procedural matters related to 
this Council, please consult the NC Bylaws. The Bylaws are available at our Board meetings and our website www.VeniceNC.org 
  

Virtual Board Meeting Rules. 
1. Raise your hand (or when accessing by telephone, press *9) if you have a public comment only WHEN we get to that specific item. 
2. After you speak, please lower your hand. 
3. All panelists (board members) and attendees (public) will be muted until the administrator unmutes you for comment. 
4. Board members will get one chance to speak for a max of 2 minutes per item. 
5. Public comment will be limited to one comment for 30 seconds per item. 
6. Please do not raise your hand more than once per item. 
7. Raise your hand at the start of the items you want to speak on. We will then close public comment and announce the last person to speak a few minutes after the start of the item. 
8. No ceding your time to others will be allowed. 
9. The meeting is being video and audio recorded. 
10. The public will be able to listen and speak but their video will be disabled. 
  

All presenters that have items to project are to send them to Secretary@VeniceNC.org and President@VeniceNC.org to have them shared with the meeting. Keep a copy of them on your 
desktop as a backup. 
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