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AGENDA 

Regular Board Meeting 

Tuesday, August 20
th

, 2024 at 7:00PM 

Toluca Lake Elementary School – Auditorium 

4840 Cahuenga Blvd., North Hollywood CA  91601 

 

       Supporting documents available at GTLNC.org. 

 

For public comments, please fill out a separate speaker card for each agendized  

item on which you wish to be heard.  Up to two (2) minutes per speaker. 

 

1. Call to Order.  Roll call.  Announcements.   
 

2. Brown Act Public Comments on non-agenda items only.  Please fill out a speaker card. 
 

3. Update from Community, City, Regional and State Representatives.    
 

4. Approve June 18
th

, 2024 Board Meeting Minutes.  
 

5. Election of successor board members to fill vacated seats.  President’s Nominees:  Federico Figus and 

Lindey Lambert.  Attachments 1 and 2. 
 

6. Election of Officers (retroactive to term of office year commencing July 1
st
, 2024). 

6.1 President *    Nominated:  Tess Taylor 

6.2 Vice President   Nominated:  Doug Hamblin 

6.3 Treasurer **    Nominated:  Arthur Wypchlak 

6.4 Secretary    Nominated:  [position vacant] 

6.5 Alternate Secretary  Nominated:  Paul Hartel 
 

*Secondary bank signatory and primary bank card holder; **secondary bank card holder. 
 

7. Appointment of Community Impact Statement filers of the Board. 
 

8. Appointment (or re-appointment) of Committee Chairs. 

8.1 Governmental Affairs  Nominated:  Doug Hamblin 

8.2 Outreach & Elections  Nominated:  Tim Micsko 

8.3 Planning and Land Use  Nominated:  Paul Hartel 

8.4 Public Safety   Nominated:  Shawn Besharaty 
 

9. Proposed Resolution opposing City of Los Angeles Planning Department proposal of three draft ordinances 

to increase density (Attachment 3): 

1. Draft Citywide Housing Incentive Program Ordinance (CPC-2023-7068-CA); 

2. Draft Housing Element Sites and Minimum Density Ordinance (CPC-2024-387-CA); and  

3. Draft Resident Protections Ordinance (CPC-2024-388-CA).   

 

10. Non code-compliant proposal to permit construction of 6’ tall fences and gates along property line for 

approx. 156 linear feet at 12 South Toluca Estates Drive in Toluca Lake (Case # ZA-2024-2037-F). (Appli-

cant’s Representative:  Chris Parker, Esq.).   

 LINK:  Supporting documents at https://www.gtlnc.org/ 

 LINK:  https://planning.lacity.gov/pdiscaseinfo/search/casenumber/ZA-2024-2037-F 

11. Proposed Resolution to oppose City of Los Angeles proposed Sewer Service Charge rate increase of 

$700 million over the next four years.  Attachment 4.   

http://www.gtlnc.org/
https://planning.lacity.gov/pdiscaseinfo/search/casenumber/ZA-2024-2037-F
https://www.gtlnc.org/
https://planning.lacity.gov/pdiscaseinfo/search/casenumber/ZA-2024-2037-F
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12. Proposed Resolution to oppose Council File 24-0867 (Rodriguez) Neighborhood Council Bylaws / Youth 

Participation / Diversity Increase / Leadership Growth which interferes with neighborhood council by-

laws, seeks increased control over neighborhood councils, and is unwarranted intrusion.  Attachment 5. 

13. Consent calendar to approve the following items with supporting documents attached.  The NC Funding 

Clerk has requested, despite the lifting of system wide Neighborhood Council budget rollover limitation, 

that all payments previously approved by GTLNC but not yet remitted within the 23/24 fiscal year be re-

approved for the 24/25 fiscal year.   

 

13.1  June 2024 GTLNC Monthly Expenditure Report.   Attachment 6. 

13.2  July 2024 GTLNC Monthly Expenditure Report.   

13.3  Re-approve remitting up to $268.00 to pay Traffic Signal Cabinet artist Christine Geltz for Cer-

tificate of Insurance as required by the City of Los Angeles under the Neighborhood Council Fund-

ing Program Policies and Guidelines dated April 8th, 2019 (Policy 2.5:  Expenditures of Communi-

ty Improvement Projects).  Attachment 7. 

13.4  Re-approve remitting up to $268.00 to pay Traffic Signal Cabinet artist Katie Sunderalingham 

for Certificate of Insurance as required by the City of Los Angeles under the Neighborhood Council 

Funding Program Policies and Guidelines dated April 8th, 2019 (Policy 2.5:  Expenditures of 

Community Improvement Projects).  Attachment 8. 

13.5  Re-approve remitting up to $6,000.00 for GTLNC mailers to residents and businesses.   

13.6  Re-approve remitting up to $1,500.00 Neighborhood council-specific Web site designer Wendy 

L. Moore of MooreBusinessResults.com for GTLNC administrative and marketing support includ-

ing outreach, websites, social media, digital communication and content creation.   

13.7  Approve up to $76.80 for AppleOne Employment Agency invoice:  $76.80 for period ending 

June 30th, 2024.   
 

14. Committee Reports. 
 

14.1  Treasurer’s Report.  (Arthur Wypchlak, Treasurer) 

14.2  Government Affairs.  (Doug Hamblin, Chair) 

14.3  Outreach and Elections.  (Tim Micsko, Chair) 

14.4  Planning and Land Use.  (Paul Hartel, Chair) 

14.5  Public Safety.  (Shawn Besharaty, Chair) 

 

15. Information Items.  
 

15.1 GTLNC has one board seat opening.  Deadline to apply at GTLNC.org:  Tuesday, September 17
th

, 2024 

at 6:00PM PST.   
 

16. Old Business. 
 

17. New Business. 

 

18. Next meeting:  Tuesday, July September 17
th

, 2024 at 7:00PM at Toluca Lake Elementary School, Audito-

rium, at 4840 Cahuenga Blvd., North Hollywood  CA. 
 

19. Adjournment. 

 

 

https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=24-0867
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2024 GTLNC Meeting Schedule 

 

1st Monday at 6:00PM - Public Safety  

1st Tuesday at 6:00PM - Governmental Affairs  

2nd Monday at 7:00PM - Planning and Land Use  

2nd Tuesday at 7:00PM - Outreach & Elections 

3rd Tuesday at 7:00PM - Regular Board Meeting  

All meetings take place at Toluca Lake Elemen-

tary School at 4840 Cahuenga Blvd., N. Holly-

wood, CA  91601.  Committee meetings are in 

Room 17, regular board meetings in auditorium. 

Committee meetings occasionally meet via 

Zoom, check GTLNC.org for details. 

 

PUBLIC INPUT AT NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MEETINGS:  Comments from the public on agenda items will be heard only when 

respective item is considered.  Comments from the public on other matters not appearing on the agenda that are within the Board’s jurisdic-

tion will be heard during General Public Comment period. Please note that under the Brown Act, the Board is prevented from acting on a 

matter that you bring to its attention during the General Public Comment period; however, the issue raised by a member of the public may 

become the subject of a future Board meeting. Public comment is limited to 2 minutes per speaker, unless adjusted by presiding officer of the 

Board. 

PUBLIC POSTING OF AGENDAS - GTLNC agendas are posted for public review as follows: 

 Discovery Store (Community Kiosk), at the Southeast corner of Forman Ave. and Riverside Dr.; 

 GTLNC.org; or 

 You can also receive our agendas via email by subscribing to L.A. City’s Early Notification System at  

https://www.lacity.org/government/subscribe-agendasnotifications/neighborhood-councils 

 

THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT:  As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of 

Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability and, upon request, will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal ac-

cess to its programs, services and activities. Sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices and other auxiliary aids and/or services, 

may be provided upon request. To ensure availability of services, please make your request at least 3 business days (72 hours) prior to the 

meeting you wish to attend by contacting Board Secretary via email at media@gtlnc.org.    

 

PUBLIC ACCESS OF RECORDS:  In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a 

majority or all of the board in advance of a meeting may be viewed at GTLNC.org or at the scheduled meeting.  In addition, if you would 

like a copy of any record related to an item on the agenda, please contact Board Secretary via email at media@gtlnc.org 

 

RECONSIDERATION AND GRIEVANCE PROCESS:  For information on the GTLNC’s process for board action reconsideration, 

stakeholder grievance policy, or any other procedural matters related to this Council, please consult the GTLNC Bylaws. The Bylaws are 

available at our Board meetings and our website GTLNC.org       

 

SERVICIOS DE TRADUCCION:  Si requiere servicios de traducción, favor de avisar al Concejo Vecinal 3 días de trabajo (72 horas) an-

tes del evento. Si requiere servicios de traducción, favor de avisar al Concejo Vecinal 3 días de trabajo (72 horas) antes del evento. Por favor 

contacte Secretary, o por correo electrónico at media@gtlnc.org para avisar al Concejo Vecinal. 

 

NOTICE TO PAID REPRESENTATIVES:  If you are compensated to monitor, attend, or speak at this meeting, City law may require you 

to register as a lobbyist and report your activity. See Los Angeles Municipal Code Section 48.01 et seq. More information is available at eth-

ics.lacity.org/lobbying. For assistance, please contact the Ethics Commission at (213) 978-1960 or ethics.commission@lacity.org 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR:  Every item on the Consent Calendar is considered bundled and voted on as a single item. If a Board Member or 

Stakeholder has an objection to an item being on the Consent Calendar or wishes to pull an item, they need to raise that objection to an item 

and ask to have that item or items considered separately.  There will be no discussion or comment on the substance of any item unless it is 

removed from the Consent Calendar.  Removed items will be moved to end of the agenda for consideration, or earlier within discretion of 

Chair.   

 

  

http://www.gtlnc.org/
https://www.lacity.org/government/subscribe-agendasnotifications/neighborhood-councils
http://www.gtlnc.org/
mailto:ethics.commission@lacity.org
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Attachment 1 

Item 5 
 

Greater Toluca Lake Neighborhood Council 

Board Member Nominee:  Federico Figus 
 

Nominee’s Name:  Federico Figus 

Occupation:  Financial Investment / Advisor 

Phone:  818-281-0529 

Email:  figusf@yahoo.com 

 

Stakeholder Status:   
 

Lives within GTLNC boundaries. 

 

How or from whom did you hear about the GTLNC?   
 

From Tess Taylor, Jill Young-Manson, Debby Bartlett 

 

How often do you attend GTLNC meetings?   When time permits, but more often recently. 

 

What are your goals for our community?    
 

To fight for a more balanced share of the noise and pollution affecting the south San Fernando Valley. 

Addressing unwanted multi-house developments in our area, creating and maintaining a safe environ-

ment for everyone young and old that call our area home. 

 

What skills do you have that might be especially useful for the GTLNC?    

 

Aviation expert, strong internet and web knowledge, finance and accounting professional, working 

knowledge of Spanish 

 

Are you prepared to contribute at least ten (10) hours a month to community service through 

the council?   Yes. 

 

What areas of community service particularly interest you?   

 

Anything related to aviation, transportation, real estate 

   

Do you have any interests that might conflict with Neighborhood Council responsibilities?   No 
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Attachment 2 

Item 5 

 

Greater Toluca Lake Neighborhood Council 

Board Member Nominee:  Lindey Lambert 

 

Nominee’s Name:  Lindey Lambert 

Occupation:  Life and Business Strategist / social media  

Phone:  310-770-2037 

Email:  lindey@AmuseMedia.us 

 

Stakeholder Status:  I live in Greater Toluca Lake 

 

How or from whom did you hear about the GTLNC?    
 

Been to meetings, from the neighborhood newsletter. 

 

How often do you attend GTLNC meetings?    
 

In the past wasn’t able, now I am. 

 

What are your goals for our community?    
 

I love the small town feel of Toluca Lake.  I want to see our neighborhoods thrive and residential qual-

ity of life protected, have traffic laws respected, and build community. 

 

What skills do you have that might be especially useful for the GTLNC?    
 

Sales and marketing, communication (written and verbal) EQ knowledge, knowledge of social media, 

corporate and small business background  

 

Are you prepared to contribute at least ten (10) hours a month to community service through 

the council?   Yes 

 

What areas of community service particularly interest you?   
 

I grew up here Toluca Lake is very special. Marketing, planning and development community polic-

ing, continuing to grow with ole keeping the small town vibe  

 

Do you have any interests that might conflict with Neighborhood Council responsibilities?   No 

 



AGENDA:  GTLNC Regular Board Meeting       Page 6 of 21 

Tuesday, August 20
th

, 2024 
 

 

 

Attachment 3 

Item 9 

DRAFT RESOLUTION 

 

To be filed with the Offices of Mayor Karen Bass, Council President and Councilmember  

for Council District 2 Paul Krekorian, Los Angeles City Planning Department 

 

Presented at GTLNC Regular Board Meeting on Tuesday, August 20
th

, 2024 

 

The Greater Toluca Lake Neighborhood Council opposes the three draft ordinances of the Housing Element 

of the General Plan Rezoning Program, notifications of which were emailed to residents by the Los Angeles 

City Planning Department on August 1st, 2024 inviting comment (deadline to comment is Monday, August 

26th, 2024): 

 

1. Draft Citywide Housing Incentive Program Ordinance (CPC-2023-7068-CA).  (104 pages).  Developers, 

builders and their global investors have already been given massive windfall profits through unjust 

upzoning and the waiver of our protective building height and density maximums – all of which acceler-

ate the destruction of our residential neighborhoods and degrade our business areas.  Now they want 

more…and have a City and its departments more than willing to give it to them. 

2. Draft Housing Element Sites and Minimum Density Ordinance (CPC-2024-387-CA).  (9 pages).  Since 

when is “minimum density” ever justified, especially when none of Los Angeles’ residents and voter 

victims requested it?  The Los Angeles City Planning Department’s advocacy for “spot zoning” (univer-

sally disfavored in urban planning) promotes a future in which we all live crammed together like sar-

dines, so that a few are grossly and unjustly enriched. 

3. Draft Resident Protections Ordinance (CPC-2024-388-CA).  (11 pages).  This proposal ignores the need 

for existing neighborhoods and residents to have long absent municipal services restored to acceptable 

levels, and focuses instead on granting to those migrating into entitlement housing unprecedented pro-

tections, which will displace small Mom and Pop investment in the rental housing market, leaving it to 

be dominated and controlled by corporate and global real estate. 

These factors should be considered: 

1. Los Angeles is full and the population is stagnant (Los Angeles Population Growth Rate By Year). 

2. Fertility rates worldwide are in decline (U.S. Demographic Table). 

3. Current vacancy rate in Los Angeles confirms over 93,000 unrented units (The Vacancy Report). 

4. Short-term rentals like Airbnb and Vrbo have created a massive market for the renting of apartments and 

single-family homes as temporary or vacation rentals, putting home ownership even further out of reach 

for the average person. 

 

These policies come from sources bent on profiting from the destruction of our residential quality of life - and 

with complete impunity. 

  

https://planning.lacity.gov/odocument/ff2b39dc-3845-418b-9da6-350a71b7dd1c/FD_CHIP%20Ordinance_Clean%20062724.pdf
https://planning.lacity.gov/odocument/ec999ecb-a5f8-4c02-a95d-be34e9a02188/FD_HESMDO_Clean%20Ordinance%20062724.pdf
https://planning.lacity.gov/odocument/f740024b-fd79-48ad-bca4-bcf71787b349/FD_RPO_Clean_062724.pdf
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/acceinstitute/pages/1322/attachments/original/1600360400/TheVacancyReport_compressed_%281%29.pdf?1600360400
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GTLNC opposes all three proposals for the following reasons, among others: 

 

1. The City of Los Angeles’ aging infrastructure cannot accommodate existing demand, much less the in-

tensified uses created by gratuitous, fictionally based building and population density. 

2. The Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) 6
th

 cycle Regional Housing Needs As-

sessment (RHNA) projects that Southern California “must plan to accommodate” 1,341,827 new hous-

ing units by October 2029, of which the City of Los Angeles must accommodate over 400,000 new 

housing units.  There is no evidence to support any such need, let alone these absurd demands. 

3. Los Angeles is fully built out.  If the need for housing were so urgent, why not build where land is much 

cheaper instead of in some of the most expensive zip codes in the world? 

4. It’s the Land, Stupid: How the Homebuilder Cartel Drives High Housing Prices (by Matt Stoller whose 

newsletter covers the politics of monopoly power). 

5. The people doing this to us don’t care about our quality of life, it’s all about profit.  

 

Residents and voters are the ones being victimized by this.  And since our elected representatives repeatedly 

breach their fiduciary duty to protect us, we need to make our objections known in the strongest possible way 

that these proposals are completely unacceptable.  They permanently and irreparably damage our neighbor-

hoods, and for no legitimate purpose.   

 

Let’s use the democratic process to demand that our elected officials and city staff serve our interests first and 

foremost, and not developers, the construction industry and global real estate investors. 

 

All three of these egregious amendments to the Los Angeles Municipal Code will have a profound impact and 

degrade our residential neighborhoods still further as we continue to reel from the long term devastation from 

the diversion of the City of Los Angeles operating funds towards homeless services and away from municipal 

services for Greater Toluca Lake and all of Los Angeles. 

 

GTLNC opposes all these proposals which destroy our property, our peace of mind and the reason for which we 

built our lives here. 

 

 

  

https://www.hcd.ca.gov/community-development/housing-element/docs/Southern_California_Association_of_Governments_Regional_Housing_Need_Determination_for_the_Sixth_Housing_Element_Update_1.pdf
https://www.hcd.ca.gov/community-development/housing-element/docs/Southern_California_Association_of_Governments_Regional_Housing_Need_Determination_for_the_Sixth_Housing_Element_Update_1.pdf
https://substack.com/@mattstoller/p-147623109
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Attachment 4 

Item 11 

 

DRAFT RESOLUTION 

 

To be filed with the Offices of Mayor Karen Bass, Council President and Councilmember  

for Council District 2 Paul Krekorian, Board of Public Works,  

Los Angeles Department of Sanitation, Office of Public Accountability 

 

Presented at GTLNC Regular Board Meeting on Tuesday, August 20
th

, 2024 

 

The Greater Toluca Lake Neighborhood Council opposes the City of Los Angeles pro-

posed Sewer Service Charge rate increase of $700 million over the next four years.   This 

would double current customer rates beginning with a 22% increase in October 2024.  

The lack of transparency is shocking.   

There has been little to no outreach by the Bureau of Sanitation.  Rate payers have not 

had access to financial information, a meaningful opportunity to review and analyze the 

proposed rate increase, or the ability to comment and voice their concerns.  The bad faith 

manner in which this de facto “voter referendum” has been conveyed to customers virtu-

ally guarantees adoption of this controversial rate increase by this government monopoly 

utility.  Also absent is an independent third party review and analysis, including by the 

City of Los Angeles’ Office of Public Accountability.  
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Attachment 5 

Item 12 

 

DRAFT RESOLUTION 

 

To be filed as to Council File 24-0867 as a Community Impact Statement 

 

Presented at GTLNC Regular Board Meeting on Tuesday, August 20
th

, 2024 

 

The Greater Toluca Lake Neighborhood Council opposes Council File 24-0867 (Rodriguez) 

Neighborhood Council Bylaws / Youth Participation / Diversity Increase / Leadership Growth 

which interferes with neighborhood council bylaws, seeks increased control over neighborhood 

councils, and is an unwarranted intrusion.  This motion contradicts the purpose of the Neighbor-

hood Council System, and undermines the reason it was created in the first place.   

 

Council File 24-0867 promotes the appearance of inclusiveness and equal access (which neigh-

borhood councils fully already are), and cloaks its author’s true aim which is to gut neighbor-

hood councils of seasoned board members with their experience and institutional knowledge suf-

ficient to challenge her.   

 

The Los Angeles City Charter (Article IX, Sec. 906) guarantees Neighborhood Councils’ ability 

to determine their own leaders.   

 

Also, Article III, Section 2(b)(ii) of the Plan for a Citywide System of Neighborhood Councils 

(the Plan), states: 

 

“Terms of members of the Governing Body shall be for two or four years, to be 

decided upon by individual Neighborhood Councils. Neighborhood Councils may 

limit the total number of terms that a member of the Governing Body may serve, 

if the term limitations are set forth in the Neighborhood Council's bylaws after the 

date this provision was amended.” 

 

This provision establishes that individual Neighborhood Councils have the authority to deter-

mine their own term lengths, and implementation of term limits is at the discretion of each 

Neighborhood Council, to be set forth in their respective bylaws. 

 

The current motion contradicts this established legal framework, which emphasizes local control 

and flexibility.   

 

Any attempt to impose universal term limits on the entire Neighborhood Council system should 

be rejected. 

 

 

 

https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=24-0867
https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=24-0867
https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=24-0867
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/laac/0-0-0-3835#JD_Ch908.
https://empowerla.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/Plan-for-a-citywide-system-of-neighborhood-councils.pdf
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Attachment 6, Item 13.1
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Attachment 7, Item 13.3 
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Attachment 7, Item 13.3 (continued) 
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Attachment 8, Item 13.4 
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