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Secession emerging
as best bet for referm

'hand they can. be a tremendous tool for’
=d1sgruntled commumtres that are desper-
. ate for a voice in their own destinies.

Fo'r foday’s Pub[tc Forum 'readers:
were asked to comment on the refusals by
both Los Angeles chartér reform commis-

sions to endorse elected neighborhood:

counczls Wwith meanzngful powers. ..

' Residents in' the San Fernanido Valley
are disappointed to see thie rapid deteri-
from both the- appomted ‘and elected

charter reform commissions.
‘What appears obvious ‘at this stage is

that meaningful charter reform, in order -

to make this c1ty whole agam will not be
on jhe ballot in 1999.

This sad realization leaves’ ‘many of us
in the city of Los Angeles with only one
other. alternative, and that is to support
the study for San'Fernando Valley city-
hood. San Pedro and Eagle Rock have
already begun their petition-drives, and
other communities in Los Angeles are
not far behind.

We never expected realistic reform
from the appointed commission, but we
are truly disappointed to find how influ-

enfial the special interestS have been .

ovér the elected. commission: |
Now. is the time to sign the’ petition
for-the study of Valley cityhood: If ou

haven’t'signed yet, contact Valley VOTE

at(818)501 5862.
! ' —DonSchultz

‘President

:_‘ Van Nuys Homeowners Association
lt s not really a blg surprise that the
: appomted commissioni turned thumbsv
doyn on allowing meighborhood coun-
CllS to be elected by residents of the
nerghborhoods they: will sérve. After all,
the “appointed - commissioners are

beliolden to a City Council that has no.

degire to grve up any of” 1ts Own powers
to anyone.
JLhe real surprise is that the elected

-coﬁlmrssroners caved In to the’ same'_

prissures and turned their backs on'the
very platform they all ran on.:But, hey,
that s politics, isn’t 1t? .

- Maybe the best way to handl¢ neigh-
vboi‘hood councils is to allow the creation
of zsuch organizations to’be optional
within  the” communities themselves,
because there -are probably “at least- a

dgZen neighborhoods in the city that are.

pexfectly happy to leave thmgs the way
they are.
dhe charter should not force neigh-

bothood councils into neighborhoods -

that don’t want them. On the other

-homeowner -associations;

But first the commissions need to
come up-with & method of deﬁnmg what .

a nerghborhood really -is. Probably -the.

most sensible way-1s o leave this task to

. a.vote of the residents;themselves. After
all,they live in the ngighborhoods, and

. they are the real expérts as to where their
oration of constructive ideas emanatiig -

bouridaries -end’ and the next neighbor-
hood begins..
Somebody eventually- has to. address-

‘_'that question, buif 0 far rieither. commrs-
- sion ‘seems. wrllmg t6 take ‘on thé task. -

If the commissions are really serious.
about placing meamngful ‘téform on the -
ballot, they should get their héads out of
the sand and begin to-decidé how to best
present the propositions that will get the
most voters, and the most votes. I guess
that’s politics, too )

— Susan Steele
. President
. Citizens for Pride

v . a.
In a letter to. Pubhc Forum - dated
April 14, 1 predrcted that downtown’s

ceffort. to kil Vailey independence —

supported by eight out of 10 Valley vot-

‘ers -— by’ raising’ the -possibility. of .

elected neighbothood councils would not.
go far enough in giving, Valley: residents
local control over- the issués that affect
them most. I predicted that Valley voters

would -reject ‘neighborhood councils in

favor of Valley independence,

Now, we will. never know, As the

Daily News correctly-.stated, - the
entrenched downtown power structure
has killed meanmgful nerghborhood

empowerment;Na ‘one. ‘should bésur-

prised when this rigid reaction from_the

_-downtown power- structure fuels; efforts. .
'\toward .independence - in - the Valley,
‘Eagle Rock, San Pedro and other: areas

of Los Angeles

— SIeven G, Pearl
’ Encmo

YD: , <

cils and having a hew layer of bureaucra-
cy, just- have each commumty, such as.
Van Nuys, Reseda and Encino, establish
voluntary advisory councils, consisting of
-chambers - of
commerce and other-civic groups. -

- As for secession, just consolidate all of
Los Angeles County into a city-county
and redivide it into boroughs. For exam-
ple, the San Fernando Valley could be its
own borough. Each borough would have
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Bill Van Laningham = -

I NBA Iockout

. lockout, the National Bas-

Bl ketball Assomahon season

p would be weltunder way.

3 For the Public Forum for
- Saturday, Nov. '14," the

) Dally News invites readers ta corment on

_the dispute betweeh NBA players and own-

‘|~ ersaswellasthe generalstate of professional * |-

- 'sports Have ‘the miflignaires Who own the

-teams and the athletes who play forthemnlost
touch wnh the fans? Are ever-increasing
ticket prices putting professional events
- beyonid the reach of most working people? Is
thedabor dispute likely to generate increased
intefest in college basketball? o
Letters on this subject must reachthe Dally
News no fater than Wednesday; Nov. 11.

its own council and chref executrve and ,

receive its services from the city-county.
This concept: would bring local govern-
ment closer to the people
Other parts of the crty—county could
do the same.
P : — Byron Fogel
Van Nuys
C’] .
1 have personally attended at least a

"dozen charter commission meetings and

have talked myself hoarse about the very
problem the commissions now face: that

18, the very real likelihood-that confused .
;and disgusted voters will turn down both

proposed chaiters’ becausé of ‘two or
three issues they:don’t like.
Nobody deniés. that both.commissions

ihave put in a lot of work and have come

up' with’ somé pretty. creative ‘thoughts-
- for the next century.. But. nobody with a -
lick of sense really believes that afiy new -
charter w1ll automatically . please every- .
) . ‘one in the city. - '

Instead of electing community coun-

I am convrnced that the only way

either commission will see any of its

ideas becomé law is to divide:the pro-
posed charters into sections that can’ be
voted on piecemeal.

It shouldn’t be too drfﬁcult to put the
noncontroversial . sections . togethes - ‘for
one vote and to separate the touchy sec-
tions into individual :ballot issues to be

.decided on their own merits. Then at
least some of the ideas will be voted in,

and the rest can be dealt ‘with 1ater.

Ifit hadnt been for the.‘ |.

. Marketing Director
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David Spmguda News
Charter debate has turned into a struggle between City Hall and neighborhoods.

Also, the new charter should abso-
lutely include a provision that successor
commissions will be elected every four
yeats, during mayoral elections, to con-
tinue the process of fine-tuning the char-
ter until we finally get it right.

If successor commissions are not auto-
matically created by law, chances are
that this city will never again have the
opportunity to speak its mind about the
way it is governed.

-But with the prospect of secession

* only a heartbeat away, maybe it doesn’t

~ really matter at ail. :

: — Waiter N. Prince

i i Northridge

a

Secession, as wonderful as it may

; seem, isn’t going to happen. The City

: Council and the over-the-hill gang will

i do everything and anything to stop it,

" along "with any meaningful charter
reform. They already have all the cards

- and can drag out the entire process.so
long that the movement will die of old
age or just go broke.

"~ -Remember, a citywide vote is neces-
sary. They also know that a ‘secession
vote in the Valley is a hard sell, so all
they need to do is to go to the rest of the
city and say, “If the Valley secedes, it
will be bad for your children. The loss of
revenue will force cuts in police, fire,
park and recreation services. Is that
what you want?’

On the other hand, if a vote approved
the separationi from downtown, we
would still be at the mercy of the city. It
owns the fire trucks, the police cars, the
water and power distribution systems,
and all the other city services that we
would need from day one. The City
Council would become the landlord and
we the tenants. We couldn’t even vote
council members out of office.

In order to deal with the situation, I
believe we need to join with San Pedro,
Venice, Eagle Rock and any other com-
munity with the same interests and
remove these people from office, either
at election time or by recall.

Next, we could take a page from their
book and require a citywide election for
all council members. As it is now, they
have no fear for their jobs and no respect
for the electorate.

— Tom Montali
Woodland Hills
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Panelist urges
residents to
spurn boycott

The 15 dedicated and noncompensate:
elected charter reform commissiones
have devoted thousands of hours it
attentively listened to hundreds of resi
dents, business and labor leaders, electet
officials and other citizens concerned wail
the provisions of a new charter for the &ifs
of Los Angeles. : Lo

At recent community charter reform
meetings, large numbers of speciak
interest representatives testified as to the
preference for neighborhood councily
Some demanded elected, some supporfey
appointed, while others favored parties
patory neighborhood councils. After ‘B
debate, the commissioners compromisat
and decided to have Los Angeles votgis
choose between an elected or a participa
tory model. For the record, I have cank
paigned for and supported elect&f
neighborhood councils since first clectp
to the Charter Refornr Commission. o

Since we enjoy the pleasure of a precieu:
democratic government in our counigy.
the compromise seemed to be the HEH
solution for the volatile eonflict betweef]
the many competing groups supporttip
their neighborhood council agendas. -

Now I read that some of those speciifs
intefest representatives who' testifigtt
before our commission have encouraget
the voters to boycott the elected charter
reform convention being held today at the
L.A. Convention Center. T

What a pathetic reaction by so-calfed:
community leaders who fail to recognize
that the elected charter reform comnifer
sioners are sincere in their difficult and
tenuous task of charter reform. The wor§:
thing they can do to their communities s+
boycott the event. e o

All commissior decisions are tentat;
at this point and can be reconsidered
modified following the historic chartey:
reform convention. -

We have worked long and hard on this
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to give fhe
dysfunctional government of Los Angeles
back to the people who pay the exorbitant
taxes and receive less:than satisfactory
services from the government of Los
Angeles.

[ urge all Valley and city residents i
attend the charter convention and voice
their concerns. Don't let the so-called
special-interest representatives ruin
charter reform for you, your family, your
community and our troubled city.

— Dennis P. Zine
Elected Charter Reform Cornmission
3rd Council Disterct

How to write to us

We welcome letters on all issues of public
concern. All are subject to editing and con-
densation, and they can be published only

* with the writer's true name. Only the writer's
home community, rather than full address,
will be published. Letters must inciude the
writer's complete home addréss and daytime
telephone number for verification purposes.

# Mail letters to: Public Forum, P.O. Box
4200, Woodland Hills, CA 91365-4200 -
H Fax: (818) 713-3723 .
B E-mail: DNLAForum@aol.com
Or, 74511.2472@compuserve.com
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