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" Ab-elected. reform “panel’s” proposed l

new charter would markedly improve the | .

accountability ‘of -Los- Angeles .officials, ;
while an appointed commission’s docu- ;i
ment would mostly preserve the status quo -
and in'some cases worsen a dysfunctional i

s'ystle(m,' Mayor Richard Riordan said last ; -
week. - T CE I
- Just .daysﬁb.'efore the Elected ‘Charter l ’

Reform Commission’s citywide Constitu- :
tional Convention on charter issues, Rior- !
dan said the elected panel has made “ex- -
5:ellt3nt final judgments after a lot of fight-

ing. N S 4
Riordan lauded the commission for a ;
series of proposals that would for the first

time give the mayor more direct power city commissioners and department gener-

- al managers. He: would gain some: power

over department managers, “city finance, -,
and litigation. He urged Los Angeles resi-
dents to attend the commission’s Saturday”
forum at the Convention Center-and said
session.. UL LT
. His comments, drawing s

he planned to be there for the moming.

distinc-

tions between the work of the commission. !
he helped to establish and ‘the “parallel ;- Airports,-Harbor, -and Water and. Power

panel set up by his nemesis, -the City -

Council, . follow "a recent ‘controversial | -

slected. commission decision to ‘propose -

advisory community councils in-the maid -

charter ballot - measure next ' spring.

Advocates of directly elected communitya -

souncils with real decision-making autho-"|
rity over .expenditures.-and land -use

*harged that the elected commission had |
iold out ‘to_business ‘leaders and -other -

>pponents of neighborhood government. |-

The Elected Charter Reform Com--

. for theApril 1999 : -both -
-appear to be aiming in stead for June. .
- But_ Riordan’s message, delivered to-
reporters at a City Hall breakfast briefing -

nission voted -on Oct. 26 to allow voters -
i alternative to their main'charter, substi- -
uting in elected community councils.
- But that is not enough for many vocal .-
ictivists, including some who see secession

novements in the San Fernando Valley

ind other ‘areas as now - the “only real

‘hance for community “empowerment.
Vithout fully empowered local councils as
sart of the main charter proposal, critics
1ave said, the work of the elected commis-
ion is virtually identical to that of the

ippointed commission. Some had vowed

o boycott Saturday’s convention. o
Meanwhile, the - two - panels have

lecided to restart efforts to conform their -

wo charter - drafts, following several

nonths of going their own . ways.

Numerous compromise proposals have
reen floated to assure a single charter
neasure next spring, and appointed com-
nission Chairman George David Kieffer
aid a Conference Committee session was
lanned for Nov. 19 with members of
woth panels. The two commissions also
ave raced to finish in order to be ready

ballot,

t-

last -Monday, ‘was “that - the -difference

““betweén thé two proposals is profound. <
-+ “In a document that set forth12 mtajor

issues'in city governance and described the

commission’s meaningful departure from
- the status quo, including a clear separa-

tion of powers between an executive

branch, led by the mayor, and a legislative
 branch, led by thecouncil. - =
.. The mayor would for the first time be
‘included as part of the city’s “governing
‘body” and would have sole power to fire

to represent the city as the “client” in legal
‘matters and would have new authority to

took a step backward by removing the
~mayor’s. power to appoint, remove, and
“evaluate -the - genéral - managers for the

d@partments. RIS

o Inaddluon,Rlordan’s;hlefchancr

- reform deputy Theresa Patzakis said, the
 appointed commission would make it eas-_
-er for the City Council to:remove the
mayor’s power over departments by trans- -
ferring depaitment functions to the city
administrative -officer—who reports to

both the council and mayor. -

<
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by both panels to retain a single, elected

city attorney. Still, he said, the elected -
-panel took a “step in the right direction” _

now:

approaches of the two charter panels, the
" mayor cited what he said was the elected -

. The 3&%@ panel thus theoretical-
opened the door to a city manager sys- -

" Riordan’s biggest disappointment in-

. ‘charter reform, he said, was the decision

by sllowing the ayor a cerain degres of
. - control over the litigation process.=~ ;
- ---The mayor said he planned to back

the new charter proposal when it ap
on the ballot next spring, although he has

“not yet decided whether to put up his own _

money as he did for the measure that . !

" established the elected commission a year "
“and a half ago. . - CL

. “Obviously 'm going to play a very
active role,” Riordan said. -~ = o
- The mayor has been critical of both
the council and the elected school board. !
The charter reform process, with the par- -

" -allel commissions operating concurrently, -

has provided “a lesson for me in participa- -
tory democracy,” he said. .. :

- The appointed commission has acted

“with an eye to coming up with something

that “the City Council won’t have to

-amend”. before approving a néw.charter

for the ballot sometime next spring, he- :

. The appointed commission, he said, _
kward

© The elected commission’s work does -

““not go to the council but will be placed.

directly on the: ballot, a ‘procedure: that _.:

‘Riordan said has allowed the ‘panel the
freedom to -p
- revamp of city government. = -

pose -a more sweeping -

 Kieffer, the_appointed commission

chairman, characterized Riordan’s com-

parison sheets as “more.of a campaign - |
documerit than anything else.”-Some of :.
the descriptions on the grid mischaracter--
ized the appointed panel’s actions, Kieffer
said, such as the mayor’s loss of direct ..

'power over proprietary department gener-

al managers. The grid failed to note that ~
the mayor would continue to “directly -
appoint each commissioner, who would in .
turn exercise control over thé department .
chiefs, Kieffer said. - el L
“It’s not “an accurate : portrayal,” .
Kieffer said of the grid. “I think that’s dis-
appointing.” N :
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