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;Hahn Has Barely
fRegzstered as Leader "

ho's the mayor of Los
Angeles, T ask Aura
at the video store.
Dunno, she says.
Well, who's the mayor of New
York" Oh, Giuliani, she says easily.

- Who's the mayor of L.A., T ask
the bashful guy with the spiky hair
at the one-hour photo place. Um

. Riordan? he says. And who's
the mayor of New York? Giolani, he
says, struggling with the syllables.

Tonya at the Vons doesn’t know
the mayor of L.A., but New York?
“G...G. . .I'mnot good with
names The Euy that was out at the
World Trade Center,”

David at the Chevron doesn’ t
know either name. Cynthia at the
vet's, who voted for mayor, can't
remember who won. But she knows
who the mayor of New York is.

" On my errands this week, only

*@ilbert at the drugstore knew that
~James Hahn is the mayor of L.A.
“(Then Gilbert quizzed me about the
new city attorney, whose name he
~knows because Rocky Delgadillo

-once coached Gilbert's feotball

-team at Franklin Hiph.)

One hundred days after he was

" sworn into the job he’s been yearn-

‘ing for and prepping for all his

~adult life, Hahn is still, to much of
-the most media-mad city in the na-
tion, only a title—not a face, not
“@ven a name.

The election-night Hahn, the

‘lively, glad-handing Hahn, has
-been hung back in the closet—way
"back. Instead, at a luncheon this
+week celebrating his first 100 days
“in office, we got the checkiist
-Hahn, the mayor with a clipboard,

- ticking off all he has done to extend
--after-school programs, to call for a
landfill hearing, to sign six

(maybe editing that application
form) to dine with the president of *-

Mexico at a White House state dm-‘._‘
ner~—the political equivalent ofa |
screenwriter passing up dinner

with Steven Spielberg. Most unset

tlingly, he is still pressing full-bore’ o
for a condensed LAPD workweek -
even as reservists are being called - %
up for military duty—and the
LAPD says it has 652 officers and
civilians on the call-up list,

The Police Protective League,

which endorsed Hahn after he en-

dorsed the three-12-hour-day plan, .
couldn't fail to answer a patriotic "
call to hold off on 3-12 in this crisis, -
but Hahn hasn't placed it.

Curiously, Hahn registers highe
on national political radar. He
heads a new mayors’ task force on
airport security. Ten daysago, he _.°
gave the Democratic resporise to
President Bush's weekly radio ad-
dress. -
" The Dems chose Hahn a spokes-
womat: said, because it’s been “dra-\"
matically demonstrated. : .what ":‘{‘
role {mayors] play in everyone s
lives.” Giuliani got it at once. Rior-©
dan found it out after the 1994 '
Northridge quake. Hahn is still
workshopping the part. .

On Sept. 11, Hahn was stuck in . ¢
Washington, D.C. He did not stage
a teteconference with L. 4. report- |
€S Oor arrange a reassuring speech
toa city convinced it was terror-
ism's next target. He did not tell
L.A. that if he had to, he would
hitchhike all 3,000 miles to get
back home. .

So it was council President Alex °
Padilla whom we saw on TV, and if °
[were Hahn, the sight of the -
smoaoth, smart, capable-looking -
Padilla taking charge would have
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