Government: Only 10 of
the city’s 184 possible
communities have filed
so far to create the
adv1sory bodles
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After years of trying to persuade
C1ty Hall to-listen to their com-

“plaints about the Sunshine Canyon

Landfill, Kim Thompson and her

table of government.
So is Noel Park of San Pedro,

*“who for years has battled the air

pollution and truck traffic from the

. Port of Los Angeles that plague his

neighborhood.
Frances Stronks and her ne1gh-

bors in Westchester are about to |

get the same lift for their rusade

0 put a cap on any expansion of -
Los Angeles Internatlonal Au‘port

More than a month after the city

-of Los Angeles began accepting ap-

plications for the creation of advi-
sory neighborhood councils, 10 of

. the 184 possible communities have

filed papers, including those of
Thompson, Park and Stronks.

The small number of applicants
during the first five weeks—some

- officials had expected 20 or 30 fil-
ings by now—has disappointed
'some, but most c1ty officials are

Few Neighborhoods Request Councils

urging patience, noting that 96
other communities are in the wings
filling out applications.

That the first applications came
from neighborhoods already organ-
ized and active on issues of local
import had been predicted by Greg
Nelson, general manager of the city
Department of Neighborhood Em-
powerment,

“We all knew the first groups

Please see COUNCILS B9

(Granada Hills neighbors are on the
- verge of getting a real seat at the

COUNCILS .nly a

around an issue,” ] he said. “Now the.
hard part for us is to.go into’ areas’ ‘pepr
where there i$'no:activity and gen-
erate 1t—to find'the Kim Thomp-i-.
,sons in, areas that ‘haven’ t yet or-

ganized.”

in attendmg the quarterly meetmgs
of nelghborhood councils. :

“Ttiis.is a time:when people-are -
not as. focused on neighborhood is- . :
sues as-other: thmgs, .said Erwm-
‘Chemermsky, who chalred the
elected charter reform commission .

that recommended creating a sys-
temof adv1sory councils.
The ‘program was designedto

givé residents who feel discon- ..
nected from and unrepresented by, ;

theu‘ city government ‘a ‘chance to ;
part1c1pate in'a'new form of demec-:
‘racy, -in-. .which - ne1ghborhoods
gather in a formal’ settmg to give-
input to. the crty on how they are”

governed.’ Nelghborhood couneils -
.would: weigh in onlocal’ plannmg"

cases, on low crty funds are spent

in: thelr communities ‘and ‘on how -
city ‘agencies ‘are’ paving thelr '
' str‘eets ‘and tmmmmg thelr trees

es are relatlvely s1mple
hborhood counc1l must

- ency, wﬂ:h usmesspeople servmg

- -alongside ho eowners renters and
Inmany.n ,ghborhoods there 1s, v & i

no Sunshine-Canyon or LAX to stir
res1dents to action, and-many Tesi:. -
*dents-are so busy trymg to;main- -
tain order | in-their'own lives after,
the events of Sept. 11. that they_
have nelther the time nor mterest

schools and social servrce agencres

Bylaws submltted by some
| groups, however, appear to be set-
tmg the stage for governing boards
o0 be dominated by activist resi-.
- dents who-can be expected to seek
to limiit percelved nuisances, such
asalandfill. - -

* Thompson and Mary Edwards
leaders of ‘the North Valley Coali-
tion that has tried for years fo. shut
-down’ Sunshme Canyon are organ-
izers-of a. Granada Hills North -

: Nelghborhood Counc1l that is pro- -

:posed ‘to ‘include a 19-member’

board of dlrectors with only one

: seat reserved fora ‘business’or in-
dustry. representatlve, though not .

, necessarlly for, the landfill operator.

.Business representatlves can be" .
elected to any of several open seats, -
but 75% :of -the “stakeholders” who

"havé signed up so-far to vote for the .

‘board .are from the residential com- .

“munity. And Browning Ferris Indus-
‘tries, the: operator ‘of Sunshme Can—

-:yon, gets orily-one stakeholder vote
v-Thompson said. . B




Alternatlve to

Secession Threats

Fach woilld-get $50,000 to spend
on local priorities. .

“The system approved two years
ago byvoters would receive organi-
- zational help from the new nelgh-
bOrhood department. ‘

‘The council system was con- who feel the airport is the enemy '

rand”_we should-go about- our

- 'cewed ‘as an-alternative to secession
threats from the, San Fernando Val-
: 1ey and-harbor area. So officials are

oot surpnsed that four of the first 10

. applications came from those two
. ahenated parts- of thecity, _
- iBlame- for the slow start has also

caused by early. stumbles by the' |
inelghborhood department incldd- |-
: mg, -its-original- requrrement that

are offenng nval‘plans for the area.
“There is.a lot. of confhct " he

' more of. thls dlsagreement comes |
out, I'm- surprlsed anyone has,
filed.”. Lo

v

“The neighborhood council is -
going to have a major impact on
Sunshine Canyon,” she said.

Nelghborhood councils proposed
for Westchester and Wilmington
have reserved 6ne seat each for a
representative of the airport and -
port, respectwely, but not w1thout
controversy.

“There are a number of people

business without their input,” said

“Stronks, chairwoman of the organ-

izing committee in Westchester.
‘She thinks it is important to:

“have an-airport representative at

the table when the 30 member ;

: councﬂ meets.- )
“For - Wllmmgton orgamzers _
there isa “love-hateErelatlIgnshlp‘i- a2
- on + With the port;-said-Eddie Duque,. |
3;13 eaﬂaffo?gpéﬁﬁ;h_ l Wwho heads the organizing comxmt-n '
‘ tee.’ Resrdents realize that the™-
area § economy’ ‘berefits from:port "
operauons but truck traffl and al'r, _

pollutlon ‘fro

sances, he'sai

~on the people i th1s area,”” 1.
- saids By mcludmg orie seat for a port -
he- .

Councﬂwoman ‘Hahin said. “It is

really gomg to turn city government : -

on its ear. But-people have never

'done this-in.the city of Los. Angeles -

[s0it’s going to takea whlle

o “This‘is a revoiutlonary thmg, -

Some community activists have
declined to organize councils, be--
lieving they already have more
clout as-homeowners associations
or chambers of commerce. '

That-is the feeling of Richard
Close; pre51dent of the Sherman
QOaks Homeowriers Assn. and head

© of ‘the:" secession " group Valley

VOTE. “Because they are orily ad-

. visory, we don’t sée them as being

_ effective,” he said.

. City . Councilwoman - J anice
Hahn, who chairs a eountil panel
overseeing ‘neighborhood issues,
said the relatively new neighbor-

- hood ‘départment created a- com-
.- plex. system that ;probably delayed .
-, . some groups’ applications.

“I felt like it became another bu-
reaucratic. city -department,” she"
said. “I felt like it didn’t understand
-the Ir ,"wmch was to empower

g nelgh 0! hoods

“A‘lotof people still don’t know '
“what these are all about; how-to
join them, how to get involved,” -

‘Hahn_said, “We really are not
o reachmg the dlsenfranchlsed peo-

:ple that

s i all about "

- ,'C1ty OfﬁCIals
Urge Patlence g

Officials hope to certify the flrst »

. 'nelghborhood councils-as early as-

December. ‘Nelson and Hahn are
ging patlence predlctmg that as

 comimunities see the first.councils -
‘ ‘begm to-have an impact, other
- nelghborhoods will join the prograrm.

For Thompson in-Granada ‘Hills -

’ and:Park’in San Pedro; it is no coin- -
: -mdence ‘that commumtles engaged

in such-pitched battles have been

" the first to file papers. to estabhsh :
- neighborhood councils. :
- “People who are negatwely 1m-

pacted and whose communities are

) suffenng are. castlng about for any

way to have a voice,” said Park )

* president of the San Pedro and
- Peninsula Homeowners Coalition.

. Neighborhood council organiz-

“ers in.the Valley, harbor area and
Westchester said.  grievances
‘against ‘major institutions in their
> .areas are buLone reason why they :
are orgamzmg They all:want bet-



