-: HE public’s resounding -
. approval for the charter reform #

need for changing how city govem-
. ment operates.
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:- City Council as it debates and adopts

" many important provisions of the Los :

. adopted on June 8, most of its provi-
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Enacting
reform
up to,

gulp,
council

" By Bill Weinberger-
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proposal on the June § ballot
showed the breadth and depth of the

The continuing vigilance of ali of
these elements in Los Angeles is
imperative to assure that the people’s
will for reform is carried out by the
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; the ordinances needed to implement

" Angeles City Charter.
Although the new charter was

stons do not become operative until
July L, 2000, by which time the ordi-
nances implementing the charter
must be enacted.

By these ordinances, the City
Council may either support or frus-
trate the will of the voters fora
change. It can either foster decentrali-
zation of decision-making or continue &
the monopoly of what many viewas a
distant downtown, making decisions
without regard to the needs and con-
cems of the neighborhoods.

It can either foster greater account-
ability by granting the executive
branch the authority for management
of the government desired by voters
or continue the dispersion of author
ity that has led to finger-pointing but :
no one acknowledgmg where the buck
stops.
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The councnl can clther acknowledge O
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: ] _Qcalmputh,temtygovemment1sbyprov1dmg
' ——= " for.ong seat-on the:Harbor Comimission fora -
:0f Neighbortiosd - Harb resident, and:by expanding the

-~ -Alrport: Commission (6 seven Tembers ‘and -
,these .settmg deone seat for a resident of the: Van .
g 15:11:()1(1510115 wﬂlelther leave' irnort area.; ?

e defmedby ordinancs.: -
“One of the ways in which thechartershould
unprov‘wthetmty s use of taxpayer dollars is :
through ‘the new procedurfs for - handlmg

. mon clalms ﬁied agamst the il
TheCltyCOlmcﬂwﬂl playacru 1a1rolemthe? . etary s

) }'*Elevelop

) fthemgdafIOUSbYOPdmaﬂce . “The City Council could seek to contimie to
TofL NE-—andultunatelyth council-—must - “squeeze the mayor out of decisions critical to
ﬂso_e;stablmh liow £6*adequately- notify ‘the - :managing the city’s Operations by, granting .
uncils of issues so; ‘that r_heu'  virtnally noanthoritytothe mayortodecideon:.”
5 S © . settlgmentsofclaimsagainsithécityandleaving -

*the bulk'of clalms-setthng authontyto the C1ty
Council, where it ¢ _ S £
Suphadec:lslon agam,wouldbecont:aryto k-
‘the publlic’s desire for reform. - - ;
Theé chaiter: should make. operatmn of c1ty
overnment sriootherand lwscostlymseveral
other ‘Wways; such s transferring funds toa city
depaltment aqd thé'bidding process: for. cltg(
“gontracts, pu:suanjtncntenathatmllbesetby

' S orthey:will pay lip service to
elghborhood empowerttent byd weak 'llDthC
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OWErs granted,;o them will be fstabhsh by

"The City Cotuicit vnﬂ.detennme-whattypm ‘ordjnange:
i deve_[opmentpm ects-aré deeméd local and The Drocess for pumhases of supphes and
nis, within. the jurisdiction-of Area Planning:. -equipmientis now leff o ordinanice: Inenactmg

ionsandwhatprojectshaveacitywide-_theseordinances, the @ity Council could; again.,




