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Volume 4 Issue 10 City Starts Clock Ticking on 912   
CityWatch Today—The collision 
between the City and its 
employee’s unions is picking up 
steam. The Engineers and 
Architects, without a contract for 
two years, are raising the decibel 
level. The City’s Librarians, also 
without a contract for awhile, have 
petitions working. (See the opinion 
piece, Voices, on Page 2.)  

Commission; Approves Funding 
NCs Have Been Slow to Respond 
By Sara Epstein 
 
          The LA City Council approved a half a million dollars to fund it and 
the Education and Neighborhoods Committee set an April 11 deadline to 
define it. The clock is now ticking on the ordinance that will create a 
commission to review LA’s 
Neighborhood Council system. To fulfill 
the requirements of the City Charter, the 
City Council must approve the creation 
of the so-called 912 Commission (a 
reference to Charter Section 9.12) next 
month. 

 
Come June, the City will have to 
deal with the Police and the 
Firefighters. The Mayor’s 
conciliation skills will truly be 
tested. And, considering the 
seeming contradiction between the 
Mayor’s union background and his 
current hard stand on controlling 
salary increases, the test should 
be most interesting to observe.  

 
Between now and the April 11 deadline, C
Committee continue to urge Neighborhood
formation and perimeters of the c
recommendations of the commission cou
councils, they have been slow to respond
CityWatch NC Action Committee have off
board actions, to the committee.                   

 
As CityWatch reports again, the 
matter of the Charter-mandated 
Review Commission (912 
Commission) is upon us. As Mayor 
Villaraigosa would say, make no 
mistake about it, this commission 
can have impact. Even if 
accidental. But, even more 
important than the makeup of, and 
charge given, the commission, is 
the need for NCs to get the issue 
on their radar and provide input. 
The health and viability of 
Neighborhood Councils will be 
judged by the quantity … more 
than the quality … of their input. 
The 912 Commission is prominent 
again in this CityWatch. 

Perspective 

If NC Groups are the Pe
Should They be Asked
By Ken Draper 
 
          An Ethics Commissioner told Patr
that he is about to propose that “homeowne
heads of non-profit organizations” should b
the same as anyone else who frequently trie
 

At the last NC Co
President of the Bel
Council, said that the
lobby against the paid--Editor 

 

Say What? 
“We have got a republic, 

if we can keep it.” 
--Benjamin Franklin 

Constitutional Convention, 1787 
►▲◄▼ 

 
The two thoughts … 
neighborhood organiz
and Mr. Twining’s id
neighborhood lobby 

visions about to collide? Is it possible that N
day be defined as lobbyists?                         

Mid-Town No Holly Split
Rug Pulled Again on WCK
hair Alex Padilla and his E & N 
 Councils to provide input on the 
ommission. Even though the 
ld have considerable impact on 
. To date, only four NCs and the 
ered proposals, or the results of 
 See Page 8. “912 Commission” 

ople’s Lobby, 
 to Register? 

ick McGreevy of the LA Times 
r groups, union activists and some 
e required to register as lobbyists 
s to influence City Hall. 

ngress meeting, Steve Twining, 
 Air Beverly Crest Neighborhood 

 Congress was the neighborhood 
 and the powerful at City Hall. 

the Commissioner’s proposal that 
ations should register as lobbyists 
ea that the NC Congress is the 
… got me to thinking. Are two 
Cs … in some form … could one 

         See Page 7. “Perspective” 
 Delayed- Page _. 
NC Vote-Page _. 
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CityWatch Op & Ed 
Voices 
The City’s Labor Woes Start to 
Mount; Librarians Appear to be Next 
By Mark Siegel 
 
          If you happened to go to the library 
on Saturday afternoon you probably saw 
your local librarian outside on the sidewalk 
asking for your support. While most of the 
City’s labor contracts have been signed and 
put to bed the Librarians Guild contract is still 
pending.  

 
Unlike the Engineers 
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and Architects (EAA), 

the problem is not 
about money it’s about 
respect and reciprocity. 
According to Guild 

resident, Roy Stone, there is one 
utstanding issue that Librarians refuse to 
oncede. That issue deals with a side letter 
he City wants to attach to the contract giving 
he City a “re-opener” if the city has a 
inancial crises. In contract-speak, a re-
pener gives the City  the opportunity to re-
pen contract negotiations. Usually re-
peners serve as contingencies for 
nforeseen occurrences. 

n the case of the Librarians, the City wants 
he opportunity to re-open the contract upon 
he declaration of a financial crises so they 
an cut wages and benefits. The Guild would 
e compelled to meet with the City and if 
hey are unable to reach a solution, the City 
ould arbitrarily impose one. Stone calls it “a 
ontract written in disappearing ink”, since it 
an be changed unilaterally by the City. 

oth police and firefighters have protection 
gainst the city unilaterally imposing a 
ontract on them. The Librarians, who have 
een working without a contract for two 
ears, want the same protection. 

Stone noted that the Librarians are finding support 
amongst their patrons and will be taking their petitions to 

David Lowell 
Andrea Raymond 
Brady Westwater 

Contributors 
 

Contact CityWatch 
323.937.0504 

Editor@CityWatchLA.com 
Read/Download City Watch 

www.CityWatchLA.com  
□□□ 

CityWatch is published weekly  
to encourage grassroots civic 
engagement through informa-
tion, ideas and perspective. 
 
CityWatch  is published by 
CityWatch Media Group.  

■■■ 
 

Notice 
 

CityWatch citywide 
will take 

next week off 
 

We will distribute  
a brief 

DayPlanner & I-Trac 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

On March 20. 

the City Council within the 
growing division with its em
mount. And, it’s still early in
Founder and former E
employed by the AFSCM
 

 
 

POV 
The BONC: Two 
Out of Three Ain’t 
Bad, but … 
 
The Board of Neighborhood
Commissioners deserves
credit. They schedule their
meetings in different parts of
our city and they hold them at
times generally conducive to
the schedules of working folks.
A concept lost on most of the
City’s commissions and
committees. Even the
Education and Neighborhoods
Committee. 
 
Now, if we could ask for just
one more consideration: a
different night of the week. The
BONC meets on the first and
third Tuesday of each month.
Tuesday is the most congested
meeting night of the week for
Neighborhood Council boards
and committees. No other day
of the week comes close. 
 
If NC participation and
involvement is the goal, then a
more compatible and fairer
meeting night is in order. 
 
Two out of three deserves our
applause. Why not go for
three? Who knows? Perhaps a
standing ovation. Certainly, our
respect and appreciation. --CW 
next couple weeks. The City’s 
ployee unions is beginning to 

 the year. (Mark Siegel is the 
ditor of CityWatch and is 
E36 labor union.) ◘ 

 

 Next regular 
CityWatch 

Monday, March 27 
 

 

mailto:Sirken323@aol.com
mailto:Dan@CitywatchLA.com
mailto:Editor@CityWatchA.com
http://www.citywatchla.com/
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LANCC Status Report 
The LA Neighborhood Council 
Congress membership continues 
to grow at the rate of a little more 
than a council a week. The 
Westchester/Playa del Rey and 
Mid-town North Hollywood 
councils ratified the Charter and 
became the newest official 
members. There are now 38. At 
least seven NCs have Charter 
ratification agendized during the 
next 30 days.  
 
The following Neighborhood 
Councils have joined the LANCC 
as of March 11.  
 

Arroyo Seco 
Atwater Village 

Bel Air Beverly Crest 
Canoga Park 

Central San Pedro 
Coastal San Pedro 

Del Rey 
Downtown Los Angeles 

Encino 
Granada Hills North 
Grass Roots Venice 
Greater Griffith Park 

Harbor Gateway South 
Historic Cultural 

Historic Highland Park 
Hollywood United 

Mar Vista 
Mid City WEST 

Mid-Town North Hollywood 
North Hills West 

Northwest San Pedro 
Northridge West 

Pacoima 
Pico Union 

Reseda 
Silver Lake 

South Robertson 
Studio City 

Tarzana 
United Neighborhoods 

Valley Village 
West Hills 

West Los Angeles 
West Van Nuys / Lake Balboa 
Westchester / Playa del Rey 

Westside 
Winnetka 

Woodland Hills-Warner Center 
●●● 

 

Opinion 
NCs Must Weigh in on 912. Now! 
By Brady Westwater 
 
     Has YOUR Neighborhood Council Weighed In On The 912 Commission? 

hat – you don’t even know about the 912 Commission?  Well, on April 11th 

o backtrack, the City Charter calls for a commission 

melines in this CityWatch.)  

he 
owntownLA Neighborhood Council.) ◘ 

 

 
W
the City Council’s Education and Neighborhoods Committee will recommend 
how the people who will determine the future of Neighborhood Councils will be 
appointed – and unless we act now, the Neighborhood Councils may be totally 
excluded. 
 

T
to evaluate LA’s Neighborhood Council system to 
convene by June 30th of this year. The first 
recommendation from the Chief Legislative Analyst’s 
office called for all the commission’s members to be 
selected by either the Mayor or the City Council.  
There is now, however, a second proposal from the 
CLA, called “Option B”,  in which each City 

Councilmember selects one person, and each Neighborhood Council 
will select one candidate. The NC candidates will be put into a pool 
and the Mayor will pick seven representatives to the commission from 
that pool. 

Other Options 
There are other options. The CityWatch Neighborhood Council Action 
Committee and the Coastal San Pedro Neighborhood Council have 
each proposed that the NC’s themselves selecting one representative 
from each planning area for appointment to the commission. The 
Downtown Los Angeles NC has recommended that the NCs be 
allowed to directly select 25% of the commission’s members. The 
selection to be made at DONE’s June 17th Congress of 
Neighborhoods. 

 

 
Each of these plans will ensure that the 
Neighborhood Councils have a direct voice 
on this vital commission.  So which ever 
one your council feels is best – or if you 
have your own ideas – it is critical that you 
agendize this issue so your council can be 
heard BEFORE the April 11th deadline.   

Appear before E & N 
And even if your Council can not take a 
position now, you can still appear before 
the E & N committee’s March meetings and 
give your personal opinions and ideas on 
the commission’s make up and on how you 
think the NC system should be evaluated 
by the commission. (See 912 Commission 
ti
 
You are urged to act now. It is safe to say 
that the future of LA’s Neighborhood 
Councils … at least as we now know them 
… will depend on it. (Brady Westwater is a 
writer and sometime contributor to 
CityWatch. He is also the President of t
D

Ed
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Unless expressly stated
otherwise, views expressed on
the CityWatch Op & Ed pages
do not reflect the views of
CityWatch or CityWatch
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NC Watch 
Mid-Town No Holly Split Delayed; 

ed Again on WCKNC VoteRug Pull  
y David Lowell 

er the old 
procedure pothole” and as a result face disappointing delays. 

a wasn’t consistent with the action the board ultimately 
ok. 

ys to be exact … 
ecause of election procedure violations. 

their present geographical 

e same region, was the

B
 
          Two of LA’s Neighborhood Councils tripped ov
“
 
The Mid-Town North Hollywood council had their plan to 
downsize put in hold mode because their board meeting 
agend
to
 
Meanwhile, for the second year in a row, the Wilshire Center 
Koreatown Neighborhood Council pulled the rug on their 
general election just hours … three da
b
 
Mid-Town, you will recall, voted in January to change their bo
downsize. The idea is that the existing NC would maintain rou

area and the remaining two thirds wo
and two new councils would be c
stakeholder representation and thr
funding, for th
 
The problem: The MTNHNC bylaws
amending bylaws requires a two 
approval and that the “exact wo
proposed change is included in the 
required notice of the meeting.”  

violated the bylaws. Action delayed. 

e a couple of well publicized p
n the idea of an MTNH split up.  

 the Council had decided to move forward with a re
vote in May. 

ecause of a controversy over mail-in ballots and ineff
utreach. 

ently plann
challenged and …would most likely be

See Page 7. “Election De

Adv 

 
Altering boundaries means changin
Changing the bylaws requires approv
and/or the Board of Neighborhood C
Someone complained about the boar
hit the memo key and told the MTN
would not be able to approve a bylaw

 
Rita Moreno, DONE’s Sr. Project Coordinator, recommende
another vote in May and also suggested that, with the importanc
the Council might want to schedul
o
 
At last report,

●●● 
For the Wilshire Center Koreatown stakeholders, it was déjà vu 
A year and a half ago, the NC cancelled their election just ho
opening, b
o
 
This year, just three days before polls were to open, Indepe
Administrator, Jerry Kvasnicka, put the brakes on because “s
…led me to believe that the election—if held as curr

 overturned.”  
he 

undaries and 
ghly a third of 
uld be split up 
reated. Better 
ee times t

 reasoning. 

 provide that 
thirds board 

rding of the 
agenda of the 

s change that 

ublic hearings 

scheduled re-

ective election 

ed – would be 

layed Again”
 

g the bylaws. 
al from DONE 
ommissioners. 
d vote. DONE 
HNC board it 

d scheduling 
e of the issue, 

all over again. 
urs from polls 

ndent election 
everal issues 
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CityWatch Today 
Mayor Awards $50.6 Million 

or Affordable Housing UnitsF
 
 March 13-Mayor Antonio R. Villaraigosa today awarded 
$50.6 million from th

 

e City's Affordable Housing Trust 
und to 14 projects. 

gest amount 
committed at on  

illion investment in the 
ity's affordable housing supply. 

illaraigosa.  
nd today, we're putting words into action." 

 the end of 2006. The 14 projects 
warded today: 

F
 
The $50.6 million-round of funding will help build 687 
affordable housing units and is the lar

e time in the City's history.
$200 million Investment 

Since each dollar awarded from the trust fund leverages 
$3.10 more in state and private funds, the approval 
represents more than a $200 m
C
 
"One of my highest priorities is to increase our City's 
supply of affordable housing," said Mayor V
"A
 
According to the Mayor, at the current rate of financing, 
the Trust Fund will have provided and leveraged more 
than $1 billion by
a
 
 Name                Units    CD    Amount  
Bronson Courts    32    13    $2,240,000 
Carondelet Court    33    1    $2,387,880 
Casa De Angeles    49    9    $3.473,280 
Clinton Family Apts    36    13    $2,604,900 
El Dorado Family Apts    60    7    $5,800,000 
Hartford Avenue Apts    54    1    $3,835,080 
Lyndon Hotel    53    9    $2,035,070 
Mimmim Town Homes    21    9    $945,683 
Morgan Place    55    8    $5,281,147 
Mount Carmel    49    8    $3,403,814 
Rayen Apartments    49    7    $4,125,001 
Regency at Robinson    98    13    $6,176,596 
Sichel Family Apts    37    1    $2,677,300 
Stevenson Manor    61    13    $5,633,960 
TOTALS    687        $50,619,711 

NC Board Member Named 
to Affordable Housing Panel 

Housing 
ommission. 

eno, serves as 
Corresponding Secretary for LA32. 

See next column 

 

 
          The Mayor has dipped into the LA32 
Neighborhood Council membership, for yet another 
appointment. This time he has chosen Pete Navarro and 
named him to the City’s Affordable 
C
 
LA32 is in Mayor Villaraigosa’s old City Council district. 
One of his first acts as Mayor was to name Cynthia Ruiz 
to the Public Works Board. Former BONC 
Commissioner, Tammy Membr

CityWatch 

DayPlanner 

Week of March 13, 2006 

 
City Council 

M ) arch 14, 15 (Recess
 

March 17  a.m.)  (10
City Hall (Council Chamber) 

 
LAX Specific Plan Study 

March a.m.)  15 (6 p.m.) & March 18 (9 
F  light Path Learning Center

6661 W Imperial Highway 
● LAX Master lan Settlement P

● Sco tudy pe/schedule Specific Plan s
 

CityWide Alliance 
Saturday, March 18 (9:30a) 
● Councilman Alex Padilla-guest 

Complete inf w.allncs.orgo: ww  
 

►◄ 
 
 
 

 
 

CityWatch:KnowMore 
 
 

 
 
From previous column 
In addition to his Neighborhood Council efforts, Navarro, 
an attorney, has been a community activist for years. He 
sits on the boards of the Mexican American Bar 

ssociation, the LA Housing Law Project and the 

no, Alice Harris and William 
axe Epps. (Their bios are available on the City’s 

A
Silverlake Conservatory of Music. 
 
Villaraigosa announced six other appointments to the 
Commission: Stephanie Klasky-Gamer, Evangeline 
Ordaz-Molina, Lisa Sugi
S
website: www.lacity.org.) 
 
“The scarcity of affordable housing is one of the many 
challenges facing the middle and working classes of 
Angelenos,” the Mayor noted, “My appointees are 
committed to   … pursuing our goal to provide affordable 
housing for everyone in Los Angeles.” ◘ 

http://www.allncs.org/
http://www.lacity.org/
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We’ve Got Mail  

Diversity Complaints or 
Self-flagellation 

 
          Why do some in the LANCC (LA Neighborhood 
Council Congress) indulge in this self-flagellation? 
(“Diversity Complaints-CityWatch March 6.) 
 
I would think as the outreach chair of the LANCC that 
you might have something to contribute here. In fact, I 
would think you might even be insulted by the implied 
charge that there was little effort to diversify outreach. 
  
The question to ask is not is the LANC Congress 
represented of the diversity of Los Angeles, but is the 
LANC Congress representative of the diversity of 
Neighborhood Councils? 

Never had a Woman Mayor 
The fact that some groups have reduced representation 
in Neighborhood Councils is only a reflection of greater 
citywide, and indeed national, reality. We’ve never had a 
female mayor of Los Angeles, nor a female US 
President for that matter and only just got our first Latino 
Mayor.  The US Supreme Court has never had more 
than two female justices. Blacks have been historically 
underrepresented but currently fairly represented on the 
Court. The US Senate is a white mans preserve. The 
California State Assembly has over twice the number of 
men versus woman (55 to 25). Yet the state is roughly 
50/50 in gender.  
  
The Los Angeles City Council is the worst offender with 
just three females, 20% and only four Latinos (27%). 
White males are over represented. 
Sound a bit like the LANCC. 
  
My humble suggestion: hold all LANC Congress 
meetings in the most underrepresented areas of the 
City. In the Valley we could hold it at the Richi Valens 
Center in Sylmar. 
  
This is a controversial subject that could be handled by a 
LANCC (sub) committee 

 --Michael N. Cohen, Council Liaison 
Reseda Neighborhood Council 

▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪ 
City Print Services vs. Local Shop 

 
          We use City services for many things 
concerning our NC and we’re most appreciative for what 
you do for us.  And economically, too. (See “We’ve Got 
Mail”-CityWatch March 6.) 
  

See next column 
 
 

Special Planning Meeting 
 

Thursday, March 16 
4 p.m. 

City Hall-Council Chamber 
3rd Floor 

 
The Planning Department has been 
directed to study the future use of 

industrially zoned land. 
 

This Special Meeting is an informational 
session for the City Planning Commission 

and the general public about trends, 
demands and other issues related to use of 

industrially zoned land in Los Angeles 
 

A panel of experts will present info from 
the perspectives of industrial users, 
developers, economists and housing 

advocates. This meeting is an important to 
future policy decisions on land use 

designations in industrial areas. 
 

Info: Conni.Pallini-Tipton@lacity.org 
From previous column 
I did considerable research and spoke with many people 
before I made the decision to do what I’ve done with our 
weekly/monthly agendas.  The reason I work with a local 
printer, (and it is NOT Kinko’s) is because they and I 
were able to strike quite a deal, money wise, despite the 
fact that they’re local and I can get service while I wait.  
Our monthly flier is 8½ x 14” and we use color stock.  To 
make a long story short, I pay 10¢ a piece.  That also 
includes printing our return address and bulk stamp 
number on the “flip side.”  That’s a steal in anybody’s 
book. 

I’m Frugal (cheap!) 
Sometimes, deals can be struck if we take our needs to 
the same place every time, and that's what I've done 
locally, without any contracts; just my verbal promise.  
They also know I'm frugal (cheap!), and if I find a place 
that I like better, I'll switch! 
 
My thanks for your attentive reading of the article.  
Those of us in the business feel honored that we get 
respect from our piers who are genuinely interested in 
what we have to say and what we're doing. 

 --Kenny Beardsley 
North Hills West NC, Publishing 
◘◘◘ 

 

http://www.resedacouncil.org/
mailto:Conni.Pallini-Tipton@lacity.org
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Perspective-From Page 1 
The Ethics Commissioner, Sean Treglia, told the Times that the current rules 
for lobbyists are too weak. He wants to widen the net. To extend the 
registration requirement to anyone who is paid $4,000 in a quarter, spends 
20% of their time making direct contacts with city officials or makes at least 15 
direct contacts in a quarter.  
 

Let’s accept that since Neighborhood Councils are city 
agencies, the Commissioner’s proposal wouldn’t affect 
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Legal Tips 
 

WHAT’S IN A NAME? 
Mr. C.’s Trust 

Mr. C. asked me to help him 
make a few changes in his 
living trust.  During our visit, I 
them when they’re acting as Charter-mandated advisory 
bodies. However, what of Neighborhood Councils, or board 
members, who form deliberative bodies or issues alliances 
outside of their council? Groups whose very goals are to 
influence City Hall. Lobby if you will. The NC Congress is 
an example. Are these groups now out of reach of the 
protective “city agency” arms? Are these, now, NC 
members acting as lobbyists? The kind of lobbyists that 
Commissioner Treglia wants to register? 
 
I’m not offering up Treglia’s proposal because its approval 
is eminent. Even likely. But, government works in peculiar 

ays. It can fashion tangents and odd-ball solutions out of the ether. Whim 
nd circumstance have provided us with more than a few nonsensical laws. 
o, a deliberative NC alliance, whose goal is to influence City Hall, having to 

egister as a lobby may not be that far fetched. 

ONE GM, Greg Nelson, says such an idea … even if it were to go forward … 
as some serious hurdles to deal with. “It would likely be a violation of the 
harter,” Nelson says. “The purpose of Neighborhood Councils is to increase 
articipation in government.” 

hen, there is of course, the First Amendment hurdle. And, most important, 
elson tells us, “It would have a serious chilling effect on councils.” 

ayden Barbarie, an attorney and a community activist, reminds: “Anybody 
an propose anything … no matter how silly it is. Even an Ethics 
ommissioner. That doesn’t mean anyone is going to take it seriously.” 

till, I would remind Mr. Twining … “we are the neighborhood lobby” … to be 
areful what he wishes for. Or, at least how he phrases it. There are folks like 
ommissioner Treglia listening in the wings. Those “neighborhood lobby” 
ords are music to his watchdog ears. ◘ 

●●●●●●● 
CKNC Election Delayed Again-From Page 4 

rimary among Kvasnicka’s concerns 
ere a last minute change of election 
enue and the selection of an unqualified 
inal Decision Maker. The WCKNC board 
oted to change the venue just six days 
efore the election was to be held. 

eparate from the Kvasnicka decision, conc
east one stakeholder and former council o
oes not reflect the community, which he say
he Council’s governing board, he says, “
nacceptable outreach effort. 

s of this writing, the WCKNC website of
lection date.◘   

learned that all his property was 
in his name alone.  What’s 
wrong with this? 

The Rule 
A living trust allows your loved 
ones to avoid probate, but only 
as to the property that is titled in 
the name of the trust!     

Protecting Your Own 
Like many folk, making sure his 
children avoid probate fees and 
delays were the very reasons 
Mr. C. created a trust.   Mr. C.’s 
dilemma is all too common.  
The good news is, it can be 
corrected.  

An Ounce of Prevention 
Don’t wait.  Make sure your 
property is titled properly.  For 
personal assistance, 
confidential appointments are 
available at our office. 
 

ROBERTA AVRUTIN  
LAW OFFICES 

 
323.653.3900 

8383 Wilshire Blvd. 
Ste 510 

Beverly Hills  CA  90211 
 

Notice 
 

CityWatch citywide will 
erns had been expressed by at 
rganizer that the WCKNC board 
s is “56% Latino and 25% Anglo.”  
is 90% Korean” and reflects an 

fers no information on a future 

take next week off 
 

We will distribute  
a brief 

DayPlanner & I-Trac 
On March 20. 

 

 Next regular 
CityWatch 

Monday, March 27 
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912 Commission-From Page 1 
 
In an effort to get NCs energized on this issue, the City 
Council has asked the Department of Neighborhood 
Empowerment to attend Neighborhood Council meetings 
“to inform and solicit the participation of NCs in the 
drafting of the ordinance.” The City is looking for NC 
feedback, in particular, on the method to be used in 
appointing the commission and of evaluating LA’s 
Neighborhood Council system. 
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NC Review Commission 
PROPOSED TIMELINE 

 
Action     Latest Date  
 
E&N Cmte Mtg    Feb. 28, 
2006 
Committee to discuss and make selections relative to 
proposed draft timeline; recommend approval of the 
CAO report relative to funding for the commission. 

 
 

 
E&N Cmte Mtg    Mar 24, 2006  
Committee to (1) select a title for the commission;  
“It’s baffling how something with this much
potential impact on Neighborhood Councils could
stir so little apparent interest.” 
he City’s Chief Legislative Analyst has provided two 
roposals to the E & N Committee. Option “B” includes 
irect participation by NCs in the appointment process. 
eighborhood Councils can support one of the CLA’s 
ptions or provide advice of their own. In any case, 
ommunity Impact Statements or for-the-record 
tatements before the E & N Committee need to be in by 
pril 5 to have any significant impact on the direction the 
rdinance will take. (NCs can find background on the 
12 Commission, the Charter Section 912, the two CLA 
roposals and the City’s timelines on the formation of the 
ommission on the DONE website: 
ww.lacityneighborhoods.com.) 

he evaluation of the NC system is a requirement of the 
ity Charter. Section 9.12 requires that the Mayor and 

he City Council appoint a commission to evaluate the 
C system after seven years from the date the new 
harter was approved by LA voters. The commission will 
ake recommendations to the City Council which could 

nclude things like redefining what a stakeholder is, 
ifferent funding criteria, etc.  

 
The E & N Committee has been 

(2) finalize its meeting requirements; and  
(3) discussion of commission’s scope of work/review  
 
E&N Cmte Mtg    Mar 28, 2006  
Committee to (1) discuss details relative to the  
commission’s submission of its initial and final reports 
with recommendations; and (2) discuss the appointment 
process and commission composition  
 
E&N Cmte Mtg   April 5, 2006 
  
Committee to (1) finalize details relative to the  
commission’s submission of its initial and final reports 
with recommendations; and (2) finalize the appointment 
process and commission composition 
 
Approved by E&N Committee  Apr 11, 2006  
Committee to (1) finalize all aspects of the charter-
mandated 912 Commission and move the entire matter 
to City Council.  
 
Vote/Approval by City Council  Apr 21, 2006  
(Allow for first and second read)  April 28  
 
Ord Signed by Mayor      April 25/26, 2006 
asking for NC input since last 
October. The limited response has 
been disappointing to some. As 
one city staffer said, “It’s baffling 
how something with this much 
potential impact on Neighborhood 

ouncils could stir so little apparent interest.” 

he $500,000 funding approval for the 912 Commission 
tarts the clock ticking for NCs. In some cases, to weigh 

n will require the calling of special meetings. But, as 
appens so often with Neighborhood Councils, there is 
o neutral ground. They need to be heard from because 
ot responding also makes a statement. In this case, not 
 positive one. ◘ 

See NC Review Commission 
Proposed Timeline 

Next Column 
 

        May 1 or 2  
 
Ord Publication Date           April 27, 2006  
(Must by published in local newspaper for 1 day)  
             May 3 
 
Ord Effective Date   May 29, 
2006   
( 31 days after publication)   June 2 
 
Appointments to the Commission  June 
23, 2006 
 

►◄ 
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CityWatch 

2006 Assignments 
♦ The City’s Budget Mess:  

NCs Must Get Involved.  
♦ Can the City, DONE and NCs 
Collaborate on an Emergency 

Preparedness Net? 
There are some who believe it will never happen 

♦ Are There Issues with the NC Issues 
Congress? 

A handful of dissidents raise questions about the  
NC Congress. Are they real?  Or the work of egotists 

who are upset they were left out of the loop and afraid of 
losing control? 

♦ For NCs, the Mayor Has Promises 
to Keep 

How good is the Mayor’s word? 
♦ The Best LA City Council Ever? 

Our panel and our readers have opinions 

Next CityWatch:  
March 27 … 

…ON A COMPUTER NEAR YOU 

Center for the Arts 
Eagle Rock 

 

Needs Volunteers!! 
 

The Center is putting on an opera 
at the Los Angeles Theatre Center 

Downtown LA. 
 

March 30-April 16 
 

We need volunteers to help at the  
box office and as ushers 

and with two benefit receptions 
 

Contact Kate 
323.226.1617 or 

kate@centerartseaglerock.org 
▼▲◄ 

   
 

 

SuperPlanner  
 

Beginning March 27 in CityWatch 
 
Face it, with the advent of the NC 
Congress, the MOUs in progress, 
City-wide projects like the Emergency 
Preparedness Network, the numerous 
established Alliances and coalitions,  
NC calendars are beginning to blur. 
 
Beginning March 27, CityWatch will 
provide some order to your schedule 
with a complete six-month listing of 
advance meeting dates for citywide  
events, organizations and projects. 
 
Take a look at the future. 
Look for SuperPlanner 
Beginning March 27 in CityWatch   
 
 

We 
Don’t 
Report 
The 
News … 
 

We 
Report 
What 
The 
News … 
Means.  
 
CityWatch:KnowMore 
 

■■■ 
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