Weidnigsday, July 2,13',"2_0@3 Metropolltan News-Enterprlse
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Ne:ghborhood Counc:l for
Northrldge Re[ected by
Clty I.awmakers

: (CNS)——The Los Angeles Clty Councrl voted unani-
mously yesterday to uphold the Board of Neighborhood -

Commissioners’ decision to deny- cert1ﬁcat1on of the pro-
posed Northndge Nerghborhood Councrl }

" That makes the Northndge group the ﬁrst of - 74
- nelghborhood counclls to be re]ected in its bid for oﬁic1al
-status. .

Cntlcrzmg 1t as unrepresentatlve of the area, nergh-
borhood commissioners: voted July l agamst certrfymg
the Northridge council. =~ = zxoutic v T

-Greg: Nelson, - gen.eral manager ~of the c1ty s

: 'Department of ‘Neighborhood Empowerment, -told :the

.- City Council the leaders of the: proposed neighborhood
group-did not reach out to representatives from Cal State

Northndge or businesses and non—proﬁts m the area. .

“The most 1mportant flaw that is here is their inabil-
ity—and in some cases, I think, a lack of desire—to
involve the community, to make sure they are represent-

~ ing the d1versrty of the area,’ Nelson sa1d

Critics also have called the leaders of the Northndge .
© group mtlmldatmg and hard to work with. :

.Jane Lowenthal, president of the proposed
Northndge council, told City Council members the rules -
. governing nelghborhood coungils limit the city’s role in
certifying the groups.-She asked the Council to reverse the e
: nelghborhood commissioners’ dec1s10n =

. “The. enabhng leg1slat10n that you, the C1ty Councrl

- called for says our city neighborhoods form their own

-eighborhood councils, select their-own leaders, deter-

mine tRE§ @n@boﬂﬁeﬁ[}‘écﬁﬁﬁboptmg its own bylaws

and procedures for selectmg its- own members ”
Lowenthal sard

o Cog;; ahy gg:g{ﬁ;nimﬁg@r;o represents the area
said he would 'h e. to see a. new proposed Northndge

_council created.

"] think this councrl fell short of our expectatlon ¢ he
said. ~ - . : :






