ASNC: Certified But Still Protested

by Margaret Arnold
s soon as our story hit the
’ Astreets, it was irrelevant. The
Aever-changing story of the
Arroyo Seco Neighborhood Council
(ASNC) has taken a brand new turn.
According to the Department of

Neighborhood ~ Empowerment
"(DONE), they are now fully certified

and ready to begin their election pro-
cess.But a lot of people in Mt.

Washington have another view.
Here’s the story so far

'(agam)

In October the city's Board of'

Neighborhodd Commissioners had

~certified the ASNC with the under-

standing that certain changes would

--be 'made in its bylaws, most notably, .

an increase in representation for

‘Mount Washington, the largest of the
five communities making up the

ASNC. But almost seven months lat-

er, after more meetings and discus-

sion than anyone would care to re-
member, ASNC _stakeholdefs failed
to pass the mandated bylaw changes.
The council was stalled in its tracks.

Further, a well-organized group of -

frustrated Mount Washington resi-
dents was seeking to form its own

neighborhood council, a move that

would necessitate the complete de-

“certification of the ASNC.

~ But
Department

“on May 8, the
of Neighborhood

Empowerment, the c1ty agency re-

sponsible for the oversight of neigh-
borhood councils, came to thie rescue.
A letter arrived from DONE General

Manager Greg Nelson stating that the.
. months of bylaw committee labor

and the ensuing vote had been unnec-
essary. "It is our-understanding," the

letter read, "that the authority did ex-

ist for (ASNC) contact persons to ac-

cept the BONC's recommendations.”

When councils apply for cer-

tification with the city of Los-

- Angeles, they are required to list on
“their applications the names of "con-

tact People.” Robert Nakahiro, Pat
Griffith, Jim Thompson and Louis
Quirarte were listed as contacts by

‘the ASNC. (Thompson replaced

Anna Carpenter three weeks before
the certification. ) According to the
DONE finding, that listing on the ap-
plication was sufficient to give those -
four individuals the power to accept
requested bylaws changes™at the cer-
tification hearing on behalf of ASNC

»stakeholders

Nelson wrote to the ASNC '
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