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Corner of L.A. Might Be Small, but It’s Home .

Overlooked Hermon
still hasahold onits
residents, 100 years after
Methodists built it.

By BOB PobL
Times Staff Writer

Sometimes you have to leave

aplace — orlose it — before you

realize how much you love it.
That’s the way things are in
Hermon, a corner of Los Angeles
that time didn’t forget-but just
about everyone else did. :
Hermon is a half-square-mile
residential community tucked in
a valley east of downtown Los
Angeles. It is bounded by the Ar-
royo Seco and the Pasadena

" Freeway on the north, South

Pasadena on the east and hilly
open space on the south and
west. .
It was created in 1903 by
Methodlsts who came to Los An-
geles to open .a church school.

_“Por the first part of its 100 years

it was a gentle refuge from the
stresses of the city that quietly

reflected its namesake: the bibli- -

cal Mt. Hermon, a sacred land-

mark at the Golan Heights head- -

waters of the River Jordan.

For the past quarter-century
the 1,100-home neighborhood
has continued to be a quiet ref-
uge. But its identity disap-
peared, residents contend, when

. the Sommunity’s name was hi-

jacked. .

In 1978 then-City Councilman
Art  Snyder renamed venerable
Hermon Avenue “Via Marisol”
for his 3 -year-old daughter, Erin-
Marisol. Not only were the street
signs changed, but the freeway’s
Hermon exit was renamed V1a
Marisol aswell. .

Locals were outraged. But
there were only about 2,500 of
them at the time and their tiny
_didn’t - carry much
weight at City HallL

When residents begged offi-
cials to at least mention the com-
munity at the Via Marisol free-
way exit, Caltrans engineers
complied. They added insult to
injury by misspelling the name
as “Herman,” however.

«'d see the name on the free-
way when traffic was jammed
and I was looking for an alter-
nate route and wonder what it
was,” said Charles Fall, a retired
state emplovment worker. “The

music group Herman and the
Hermits.”

On one of his freeway bypass

commute trips, Fall drove

"through Hermon and was en-

chanted by its feeling of isola-

tion. Fourteen years ago he pur- ~ §

chased a hi]lside home there and
moved in.

These days there are 3,327
people living in Hermor, accord-
ing to Los Angeles planning sta-
tistics drawn from the 2000 cen-
sus. And the locals are
reclaiming their identity. ’

Five years ago residents or-
ganized to fight a planned 24-
acre development on a hill at the
edge of the community. In 2001
they renamed their group- the
Hermon Neighborhood Assn.
with an eye toward putting
themselves on both the political
map and the road map.

Some residents were con-

cerned last year when they
thought Hermon’s identity
might be eroded further by a pro-

posal to lump their community -

into a city-sanctioned neighbor-
hood council that included sur-

rounding areas such as Highland

Park, Mount Washington and

‘Monterey Hills. Gregory Rodri-

guez, a senior fellow with the
New America Foundation, a
nonpartisan public policy insti-

tute, recounted his frustrations -

in an essay published 10 months

ago by The Times.

“If all else fails, I'm gomg to
lead a movement for Hermon to

secede from Los Angeles,” Ro-

driguez wrote, referring —
tongue in cheek — to the then-
pending San Fernando Valley se-
cession campalgn “Small is bet-
ter.”

City oﬂiclals have begun lis-
tening. They have erected three
«“Hermon” signs on streetlight
poles at the edge of the commu-
nity and are promising to install

‘three more. Caltrans has correc-

ted its spelling error with a “Her-
mon” sign at the Pasadena Free-
way’s Via Marisol offramp. .
In June, the city plans to re-
name a sycamore-shaded re-
creation-area that buffers Her-
mon’s homes from the freeway
as “Hermon Park in the Arroyo
Seco said Liberty Mesa, anaide
to City Councilman Nick Pache-
co. Residents have also learned
that their tiny community- may
be recognized in the next edition
of the Thomas Bros. Gu1de
street map book.

' 100 years — but with a
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KITSCH: Wendi Riser holds a piece of a Mo
from an early schoolhouse and parts fromac
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del T Ford from Hermon’s car wall. It includes bricks
ar that is said to have been driven from the Midwest.

TYPO: A photo compares an old, mzsspelled street sign wzth the
corrected version. The area also has suffered other overszghts

mon a reason to celebrate, said
nelghborhood activist Wendi

Riser. Not that there hasn’t al- -

ways has been plenty to appreci-
ate about the community.

Riser was born in Hermon 45
years ago and has lived there all
but seven years of her life. She
delights in giving toursofa place
with a history that encompasses

phy that spans Just

T e el

story to tell,” she sald her arm
sweeping from the Arroyo Seco
riverbed to the hilltop school site
where the community was
launched by a church group
known as the Free Methodists.
Big . in. the east, the Free
Methodists were looking for a
place in Los Angeles to establish
a school when a property owner
named Ralph Rogers offered
them free land, recounted Riser:

Because the area was boxed
3 e hille and haname fntallvisa-

lated when the Arroyo Seco

. flooded, Rogers was having trou-
.ble selling land..So he offered to

give the church 14 acres for a
school, along’ with 100 lots that
the Free Methodists could sell to
raise money fo bmld classrooms
with, Riser said..

The lots we

,finy. But that

" was fine for mémbers of the

church, who lived modestly and
on a strict budget; so they could
pay their chlldren’s tuition to the
school. Called thié Semmary it
opened in 1904 with 70 students

_in grades one through 12.

“A lot of the- hOmes were kit

"houses. They Jwere very small,

about 800 squa¥e feet, but very
sweet.  They were great family
homes,” Riser said. “People
would move out here to be near
the school so their children could

attend. That’s what my parents

did. They grew up as next-door
neighbors and eventua]]y mar-
ried.”

The Semmary added ]umor
college classes in 1911. It was
named Los:Angeles Pacific Col-
lege when it became a four-year
school in 1934. Funding prob-
lems and safety issues with its

aging buildings prompted it to
merge with what: 1s now Azusa
Pacific University in the 1960s.

grades six through 12. -

~wheels,

"~ County,

e w -
These days the Hermon‘campus
is used for a private college pi’ep
school called Pacific Chnstlarion
the Hill that has 130 pupils ih
'!"f l
The Free Methodist’ connéc-
tion is still felt in the conﬁnﬂ)alcy‘s
Streets such as Ebey, Coleman
Terrill and Redfield are
after early clergymen. Foxg; déea—
ades, the community was dry ?
Deed restrictions, in faet;. pra:
hibited the sale of alcohoLunttl
after the college moved' ouf;oft‘he
community and the local gropely
store obtained a liquor hcense-
Hermon resident Claude
Watson, a lawyer and.. a Free
Methodist, ran for U. S,,,g;ce
president in 1935 and for presg
dent in 1944 and 1948 on the ‘0-
hibition Party ticket. . =7v
The six-span concret

- enue 60 bridge was builts over the

Arroyo Seco in 1926 to en
mon’s physical isolation. . o
,The Monterey Road “pass

-was‘cut through Walnuf-Hill.in

1930 to connect Hermon with El
Sereno. In 1939 the Hermon Av-
enue (now Via Marisol) %ﬁdge
was built over the rlverbed el
There are. lesser landmarks
too. Like the Model T wall = a.
decorative structure next *to

" Lodge Avenue built of co‘ncnete

bricks from an early Hemfo
schoolhouse and parts’ ﬁ'om an
old car.

The embedded wood: spoke
engine pieces;-, and
chunks of rusty brakes are l”eft
over from an auto that issaid 4o
have brought an early res1den1; to
Hermon from the Mldweslr Blit
the wall is starting to crumble,}

“I've gone through three c1ty
councilmen trying to get:i€aé-
paired,” said Charles Fall.. “But
my worry is thaf if the c1f;ydoes'
come in they’li just rip this. down
and put up aretaining wall,”- *

Riser said plenty of locals are
determined to see that! that
doesn’t happen. People m;i:l,er-
mon Know treasure When ‘thgy
see it.

. “A lot of people are hk us,

:she said of herself and her h

band, writer Joe. Riser. At‘ter
stints in Indiana and, Orané‘e
they moved back
“There are people here who have
come back after being away V350 Qr
40 years.” g

To them, it’s home And lﬁ's
called Hermon.

To see video of the He17r£qn
neighborhood online, go!l fo ﬂ)w‘w
latimes. com/surroundmg, :




