
DAILY NEWS

August 9, 2002

Neighborhood adv ocates 

In its Aug. 7 ed itorial, the  Daily N ews a rgued that o ur newly fo rming  neigh borhood  councils

would be unable to effectively influence governmental decision-making unless they had actual

voting power inside the system. Of course, that's n ot true. 

If the editors had attended the training sessions at Saturday's Congress of Neighborhoods, which

was attended by more than 800 neighborhood council leaders, they would have learned that real

power isn't g iven; it's taken . The editors w ould  have understood that a sys tem of grass -roots

participatory democracy is most powerful when it operates as far as possible outside the

governmental sy stem. 

If you give the power of the vote, you create more politicians in the process. The reality is that

regardless of how many politicians we have, we need powerful neighborhood advocates who

can influence the way the politicians make their decisions, and constantly hold them

accountable to their neighborhoods. Tha t is what Mayor Jim Hahn and the  City Counc il are

creating in Los Ang eles. 

The Daily News editors are  only preten ding to be  naive. They  know how powerful lobbyists are

in affec ting decision-making . The lobby ists don 't have  a vote , and th ey don't want it. 

We're teaching the neighborhoods, and giving them the resources, to become as powerful as the

most powerful lobbyists. And with that arsenal, they will be able to go beyond City Hall and

influence what happens at all levels of government, including the school board, the MTA, and

the coun ty Board o f Superv isors. That's powe r! 
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