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“Disney

Cavanaugh

.- - Afterfive 'earsw1thoutahome the'
Children’s- Museum of Los Angeles-.?
will breek ground Tuesday ‘on its

o When completed in the summer of
2007, the $52.6 million museum will

be the ﬁrst major cultural mstltutlon _
in the San.Fernando: Valley and
- California’s largest. museyum" ded1-':
;‘“cated tochildren. . - ¢

" “This will be the Dlsney Hall of the
said Bruce

9l

San ‘Fernando Valley,”,
Corwin, co-chan' of the museum’s

Daily News

: board of d1rectors “Thls is some- ;
'1'thmgtrulyexcltmgandtrulyoverthe - ‘
top, particularly for. the Valley.” - = - :

“wrap the. _57 000—square—, ,

And like the undulating steel. of

jFrank Gehry’s downtown design, the =
Children’s Museum will startle and . -

delight w1th its umque archltecture

n,mteractlve
. display on the
Children’s 5~

S

Museum.- .

crete bulldlng in’ unexpected',_

Please see MUSEUM FE Page 25
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,What’s Best for Chlldren : B N

. Child Magazme surveyed hundreds of chlldren s museums across Amenca and came up with the
" following list of the 10 best, based on the quallty and dwersnty of exhlblts programs -staff, comfort

Indranapolis museum . ° Houston mus um .éoston museum . . San Jose museum

and overall value.

1.The Children's Museum of Indlanapolls, Ind

. The 433,000-square-foot gallery features 11 major exhlblts, |ncludlng “Bones An Exhlblt In5|de :
You” in which children can build a'skeleton, shop for calcmm-nch foods and walk. through a .

jant model of a bone enhanced with fiber optics

3 The Chlldren s Museum, Boston H
One of th feiv museums with many ﬁctlvmes for toddlers and preschoolers this one features a
rock-climbing wall for 3- to 5-year ol(fs and a treehouse with hidden pathways. - '

7. Strong Museum, Rochester, N. Y
“Operates an authentic 1956 diner and a 1920s-style soda fountam S0 famllles can enjoy a-
snack or a meal without leaving the premises.

" source: Child Magazine

. ) GreggA Miller/Staff Artist
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MUSEUM / From Page 1

environmentally friendly mate-
rials. There’ll be natural grass on
one wall, synthetic grass on
another.

A toddler play area will be
covered in acoustic- pillows —
perfect for bumping into — and
the black-box ‘theater will be:
‘wrapped with a chalkboard.

“Inside and outsidethe building

‘what we’ve been tryingto do, on -

a restricted financial diet, is'to
make the building an exhibit and
‘get people to ask questlons
‘Graham explained.

“Wewantchlldrentohavemore
«questions when they leave than
‘when they arrive. It’s about
‘reaching children and getting
‘them to think.”

That theme ‘will be- carried

throughout the mys

.workshop to bring the mythical

Dogbear to life and then they’ll: [ a
' operate its eyes and ears. N

- It will be interactive, making
chlldren feel like they run the
museun: -

“You ‘sée what you do really:- )
affects what happens in the world | -
and what happens-around you,”

Schlossberg said. “It’s much more

like real life, all of us responsrble a5

for our environments.”

All this at $8 per person — less
than movie. Ultimately, organiz-
-ersexpect to draw 360,000 visitors

--a year, from as far south as San

Diego and horth to Kern County.
" The original Children’s
Museum was. a 17,000-square-
foot facility designed by Gehry, .
.then little-known architect, -and -

.opened in. 1979. The museum

served about 250,000 visitors a

“year and eventually outgrew its

downtown space.

In 2000, the museum closed it
doors w1th plans to build two new
‘facilities < one in Little Tokyo
*and one at Hansen Dam. :

But ralsmg money was difficult,
‘and organizers dropped plans for
sthe Little Tokyo facility to focus
“on the 3.5-acre Hansen Dam site.
4The land is owned by the city and
Jleased tothemuseum for $ 1 ayear.
¢ Organizers later scaled back the

. isizé-and ‘amenities of the new

*museum in order to break ground
‘thlS year and meet grant-funding
«deadhnes A total of $17 million

; zin public funding has been dedi-.

“cated to the musPum, with $9

dlsplay or’
he ’chrldren,

ayes turn green.:
They’llprépar foodinthekitchen | -

rendering,
~ right, shows
off the striking
‘design and
inviting entrance of
the new Valley home
for the Children’s Museum
of Los Angeles, which is set

1/2mile | N

Daily News

IF YOU GO

Groundbreaking for the Children’s
Museur of Los Angeles will be
held at 10.a.m. Tuesday at the
‘Hansen,Dam’ Recreation Park,.
Foothill |!Boulevard néar Osborne
Street, Lake View Terrace. For "
more |nformat|on visit
www.childrensmu'sseumla.org.’

mllllon rarsed from prlvate
sources.. . .

Orgamzers are still raising the

$26.5 million needed for exhibit
constructlon staffing and the
museum’s endowment,
" Themuseum willsit on the edge
of the Hansen Dam Recreation
Area, next to the new Lake View
Terrace:Library and overlooking.
the recréational lake, hiking trails
and wilfow forest. -~ .

will be: the anchor of redevelop-
ment in Lake View Terrace and

to feature interactive eXthltS Ilke

Ven using his - 30th,.‘ blrthday-

"patty as a fundraiser; ‘that ‘gener-

ited $500,000 for the museum..

coima and Lake View Terrace,
and very few people go out of! thelr

“way to visit the area,” “Padills;

said. “I can already envision it as

- adestination point. They gotothe

museum for half a day and then

-go the aquatlc center in thc

afternoon.”

Roberto Barragan with the
Valley Economic Development
Center said he believes the

‘ museum and the Hansen Dam
. area will become regional desti-

nations, with potential for new

* restaurants, bike shops and

sporting good shops in the
neighborhood to serve: the
visitors.

Likewise, the museum will be
a boon for local families and
schools looking for arts activities.

Museum Executive ‘Director
Mark Dierking said he hopes the
museum can réplace some of the
cultural education that’s been

. trimmed from public schools as a
result of budget cuts. The
- museum also plans to work with

schools to match their curricula
with the exhibits so children get
more than a field trip.

And, in a community that’
traditiona]ly had fewer parks and

fewer recreational activities, the

museum will expand chlldren S
opportumtres

“There’s a strong reason we’re
going to Lake'View Terrace and
Pacoima,” Dierking said. “We

. feel there’s aneed here. We' hope
City ‘Council President Alex ‘
Padilla;$aid he hopes the facility -

tobea local asset.” »

» Ken@avanaugh (818) 713-3746
kerry.€avanaugh@dailynews.com
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Children’s Museum breaks
.ground at Hansen Dam S|te

- groundbreaking of the new Los

.on the $43 mjllion museum,

k By Kerry Cavanaugh

Staff Writer:

‘Dark rain clouds and cool weather
couldn’t dampen spirits: Tuesday as
politiciansand communityleaders . {
celebrated- the “long-awaited

Angeles Children’s: Museum
at Hansen Dam. - - ’
After fundralsmg dlffi-
culties'and. lengthy delays,
supporters' launched, work

touted as- the - first major
cultural -facility .in' thé ‘San -
Feinando Valléy and ‘an archi-
tecturally significantbuildingon par - .
with Disney Hall or the Getty Center.

derline- glddy today,’? Councﬂ Pres1dent

Ofﬁc1als and kids eager to

and museum advocate Alex Padllla told '
the crowd.’ Despite the weather,-the
groundbreaking drew scores of neighbors,

literati, -local. schools and- well-known -
pohtlcal figures such as Mayor
Antonio Villaraigosa and Caroline
Kennedy — whose 'husband,

Edwin Schlossberg, desxgned"
the museum exhibits.

“What Walt Disney Hall
is to music and the Getty
Center is to: art, the new
‘Children’ sMuseumwﬂlbe
to Los Angeles kids and
‘families;” Villaraigosa said.-
- When it opens. in 2007, the
57 000-square-foot museum 'is
expected to entertain - visitors with its

un1 ue desx n as well” as 1nteract1ve
“I'don’t: know about you, but I’m-bor- a g

Please see MUSEUM [ Page 13

see state-of-the-art museum - .

MUSEUM [ From Page 1

exhibits.

Attendeeé -at the groundbreaking

“l.a

ve been traveling and

' John McCoy/Staff Photographer
Kids and dlgmtanes armed with shovels break ground on the $43 million,
57,000-square-foot Children’s Museum at Hansen Dam on Tuesday.

B Tuesday got a sneak peek with a vir-

tual video tour showing sketches of the
interior and exterior.

“It’s going to be so cool. The art and
exhibits will be really, really awe-
some,” said Christopher Cruz, a 10-
year-old student at Angeles Mesa Ele-

'y mentary School.

Classmate Oscar Rodriguez agreed:
“It’ll be cool when I’'m really old; I can
bring my children to the museum and
then their children can come to the
museum and then their children can
come.”

Orgamzers expect to draw 360, 000
visitors to the Hansen Dam site, whlch
overlooks the park’s recreational lake

& . and willow forest and marks a dra-

matic departure from the- museum’s
previous cramped facility downtown.
“No more parking 'tickets down-

town,” joked Jennifer Lettelleir, the

seeing children’s
museums around the

‘country and this is going

to be an amazmg

facility.”

— Kymberly Evans, Reading Edge
. literacy arts program director

museum’s performing arts director.
Indeed, she and Reading Edge liter-

-acy arts program director Kymberly

Evans said they are eager to move into
a state-of-the-art facility after five
years on the road.,

“It’s going to be great. I’ve been
traveling and seeing children’s muse-
ums around the'country and this is

_going to be an amazmg facility,”

Evans said.

The .original museum closed 1ts
doors in 2000 with plans to build twg-
new facilities — one in Little Tokyo

* and one at Hansen Dam. After a slow

start in fundraising, the museum board

- dropped plans for the Little Toyko site

to focus on the Hansen Dam site. ‘The
land is owned by the city and leased to

- the museum for $1 a year.

Organizers are still ralsmg $l6,

million for the museum’s exhibits and;

staffing, plus an additional $10 mﬂhon

" foran endowment. . i

San Fernando resident Robert V;I;
lafana said he was pleased the museum,,
chose to move to the Northeast Valle
an area too often known for landf
and junkyards. Y

“People say that the kids are. tbg,,
future, but you have to give them soj ne,
positive images. This will give the ki 5+
something pos1t1ve somethmg tHeym
can look forward to.” * 0.5

)

Kerry Cavanaugh, (818) 713-3746 .
kerry.caVanaugh@daiIynews.com Dy
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FTER FIVE YEARS WITHOUT a proper honié, the Children’s Museum of
Los Angeles broke ground Tuesday on a building that supporters already have

_ dubbed “the Disney Hall of the San Fernando Valley.” Though L.A.’s cultural
venues are dispersed geographically, until now the Valley had been unfairly overlooked

as the site of a major museum.

The groundbreaking at Hansen Dam Recreation
Areaisasign that L.A.’s political and cultural leaders
have learned an important lesson from the Valley se-
cession movement. ‘ '

" When completed in the summer of 2007, the 57,000-
square-foot facility will be the largest children’s mu-
seum in the state. It also will help to revitalize the sur-
rounding neighborhoods. The museum will be adja-
cent to the newly completed Lake View Terrace
Library as well as playgrounds and fields, and will
make the Hansen Dam area even more popular.

. City Council President Alex Padilla has been in-
strumental in garnering support for the project from
around the city. In his speech Tuesday, Padilla, who

grew up in nearby Pacoima, recalled that when he
was a student, school field trips usually required long
bus rides to downtown or the Westside. With the new
museum nearby, local children will be able to visit a -
major cultural institution more easily. _
The museum’s designers have promised that the
$52.6-million building will be playful — its plumbing,
electrical and mechanical systems exposed so that
children can see how buildings are put together. The
interactive exhibit space will pay particular attention
to how human beings relate to the environment
around them. The museum will not only be a delight
for children from all over Southern California, it will
be a sign that Los Angeles is trying harder to serve
the interests of its far-flung neighborhoods. ¥
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Children’s Museum

Drafts Big Plans for

Its Little Patrons

fTos Anaeles Times

Work begins on a new
$43-million facility in
Lake View Terrace.
Hands-on displays and
an imaginary ecosystem
will blend learning, play.

By WENDY THERMOS
Times Staff Writer

Adults are building a new $43-
million enterprise in Los An-
geles, but it will be left up to the
imagination of children to run
the place. .

After five years of planning,

fundraising and a difficult search
for a site, construction beganlast
week in Lake View Terrace on
the new Children’s Museum of
Los Angeles, a venue that offi-

cials hope will draw more than.

350,000 visitors a year and be-
come a Key cultural asset for the
community and the San Fer-
nando Valley.

“It’s about empowering and
educating children,” said Mark
Dierking, the museum’s execu-
tive director. “The concept is
that the museum really doesn’t
function without kids.”

"~ Set in the foothill terrain of.
Lake View Terrace, the museum
will revolve around an imaginary
ecosystem, intended to show
children that everything around
them is interdependent — land,
vegetation and climate. It’s up to
humans like. them to keep the
world running smoothly.

The 60,000-square-foot mu-

seum, slated to open in mid-2007, .

will be packed with hands-on
displays in which youngsters can
learn while they play. They will
feed make-believe creatures
phosphorus and nitrogen, learn
about air currents by donning
wings and imitating birds or
planes, create puppets and
scripts for performances, and

learn to cook healthful meals,

among other activities.

A key feature will be a trans-
port system called the Big Fun
Cool Thing, which will operate

much like a giant dry cleaner’s -

rack. The contraption will ferry
children’s artwork, inventions
and small construction projects
throughout the museum for all
to see. The machine will also
function as a giant energy ex-
change system, funneling water,

air and sun-generated power to
many exhibits. -
The ecosystem will have three
stand-alone whimsical creatures
with which children can interact.
Tree will represent the plant
kingdom; Dogbear and Puppy-
cub will stand for the animal
kingdom. The creatures won’t
thrive without human attention.
Children will use colored balls to

" find the right combination of nu-

trients to feed the tree so that its
lighted leaves turn green or its
fruit ripens.

“It puts kids in charge and
creatively in control,” Dierking
said. - .

- In an area called the kitchen,
children will learn about cooking
customs and healthy eating hab-
its. They will produce food them-
selves, .including simulated fare

[See Museum, Page B8]
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Museum Has Big Plans for Little Patrons

[Museum, from Page B1]
for Puppycub.

One exhibit will allow -chil-
dren to experiment with water
flow by sliding a series of gates to
control a cascading stream. In
another workshop, youngsters
will learn to build small fort-like
structures they can play in.

“We really are looking for the

next, generation of children’s mu-
seums,” City Council President
Alex Padilla said last week. “My
expectation is that it will be the

“premier children’s museum in
the country.”

Padilla, who grew up near
what is. now the Hansen Dam
Recreation Area, where the mu-
seum will be, and now represents
the area, said the facility will help
revitalize a part of Los Angeles

where residents have long com- -

plained of blighted conditions
and a lack of cultural opportu-
nities. .

“When I was a kid, we had to
make long bus or car trips down-
town to see the museums,” he

- said. “And then if we wanted to
go back the next weekend, we
couldn’t easily get there, That
really hasn't changed.... Cul-
tural offerings need to be dis-
persed throughout the city, not
just concentrated dovmtown.”

. It was only after decades of ef-
fort on the part of Valley resi-

"dents and lawmakers that the

silé-choked Hansen Lake and

surrounding 1400 acres of wil-
derness were transformed into a
handsome park featuring fish-

ing, trails and- picnic facilities.

19

The city is leasing an acre of its

parkland to the museum for $La

year. )

The new museum, just east of
Osborne Street and Foothill
Boulevard, will replace the Civic
Center Children’s = Museun,

which closed five years ago be- -

cause it had no room for expan-

sion, parking was a problem and

its lease was expiring.

The board of the nonprofit
museum initially considered new
quarters close to the old 17,000-
square-foot location on Main
Street but dropped the idea be-
cause it was too expensive. Grif-
fith Park came under .serious

consideration, only to be shot’
" down by neighborhood groups,

which didn’t want more conges-
tion in an already busy area.

After Padilla was elected-in
1999, he pushed to bring the mu-
seum to Hansen Dam Park. The
site offered ample parking, and
the tranquil setting was viewed
as a major draw. Also,.it would
boost the east San Fernando
Valley’s civic identity, supporters
hoped. The City Council ap-
proved turning over $9.5 million
in city park bond funds as seed
money for the museum.

To date, backers have raised
$27 million from public and pri-
vate sources for the project.

“We "still need $16 million,”
Dierking said. “The building is
fully funded. We’re now raising
money for exhibits and op-
erations.” After Tuesday’s
groundbreaking ceremony, a
fundraiser in Beverly Hills

brought $350,000 in pledges.
The Los Angeles Children’s

Museum will join about 250 .

youth museums around the na-
tion, with 70 others in the plan-

ning or construction stage. Mu- -
seum advocates say it is vital for
children to have a discovery and-

exploration space’ to call thelr
own.

“Ata ch:ldren s museum, they
can find out that playing is a way
to learn,” said Janet Rice Elman,
executive director of the Assn. of
Children’s Museums in Washing-
ton, D.C.

Los /Angeles’ archltect Sarah
Graham infused the building de-
sign with “green” elements that
take advantage of the site’s natu-
ral surroundings.

The elongated wedge- shaped
two-story structure will nestle
against a slope, integrating it
with the terrain instead of tower-
ing above it. To help cool the
building, the structure will have
roof-mounted misters that visi-
tors can stroll through.

Graham added playful touch-
es as well. Part of the building ex-
terior will be coated with black-
board paint so that children can

draw on it. And solar panels for

supplying electricity will be ar-
ranged against the building like
spots on a cow. ’

“We did that so it would be no-
ticed and to encourage children
to ask questions about how en-
ergy is generated,” said Graharm,
whose design projects have in-
cluded Midfield Terminal: at

Zurich International Airport in

Switzerland and an aerial tram
being built in Portland, Ore. .

Inside, where many little
hands and feet will be a force.to
contend with, enameled steel,
tough plastics and other durable
materials have been included in
the design.

“The phrase we use,” D1erk-
ing said, chuckling, “is that it has
to be combat ready.” . o

Edwin Schlossberg, whose
New York-based firm is design-
ing the exhibits, said he aims'to
take the term “interactive mu-

- seum” to a new level in Los An-

geles by avoiding the traditional
pushbuttons and video screens
with signs saying “Learn more.”.

The~ term “interactive” - is

- trendy but often misunderstood,

said’ Schlossberg, who has de-
vised exhibits for dozens of cul-
tural institutions, including the
Immigration History Center on
Eliis Island.

“The minute you mtroduce

. video, you aren’t interacting with

it,” he said. “You're getting a
message someone wants to con-
Vey "

He hopes that children who
have spent a day at the museum
will have had fun but will also be
newly excited about Lhe world
around them.

“We’ve worked really hard not
just to show the interdepend-
ence of our lives, but that it takes -
collaboration to be human be-
ings,” he said. “I would love it if
they learned that it’s both what
you know and what your friends
know that makes a difference.”
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Valley Children’s Museum

Daily News

about to get off the ground

By Kerry Cavanaugh
Staﬁ‘ Writer

" After years of delays and fundraising difficul-
ties; construction is set to begin next month on the
Children’s Museum of Los Angeles at Hansen
Dam, the Valley’s first large-scale museum,

With the $21 million construction budget in the
bank, museum operators plan to hold a ground-
breakmg Oct. 18 for the interactive children’s
center-with an environmental-education bent.
They hope to finish the building by January 2007.

@nlin@:

» Go online to

interactive map
for Children’s

Angeles at

““For-everybody involved in the project, it’s
been a long road and we’re excited to be breaking

See MUSEUM / Page 18
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checkoutan . -

Museumof Los

Hansen Dam. -

Lake View Terraoe

| Proposed-
children’s
museum site

~ Valley
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Ceremon to klck off work on Chlldren s Museum
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: und ” said Mark Dierking, the
o, ’eum.s executive du'ector ‘

@eﬂ »
’brgamzers had to trim the
ility’s size and amenities to
b ground this year and meet
ant-funding deadlines.

wn closed. in 2000 and initial
ansto build two museums — one
irLittle Tokyo and one at Hansen
Dgm — fell through for lack of

community and surroundmg area

The children’s museum -down- -

We re exc1ted and pleased to offer it to
the local community and surrounding area
as well.”

— Mark Dlerkmg, museum s executive dlrector

fundmg

Hansen Dam was chosen asthe
-site for a single museum and public

funding was consolidated to help
get the project.off the ground. A
total of $17 million in public

- funding has been dedicated to the

museum, and $9 million has been
raised so far from private sources,
Dierking said.

The orgamzatlon must raise
additional funds for exhibits. -

But raising money took longer
than organizers had ‘hoped, push-
ing the construction date back
three years. The City Council had

-adoptedaJuly 31 deadlinethisyear

for the group to-break ground or
lose several million in Proposition

'K park funding, but the deadline

was extended because organizers
were so close to construction.
The 58 000-square-foot

“museum will be on the edge of the

Hansen Dam Reécreational Area,

overlooking a swath of willow

forest and riparian habitat. Most of
the facility will be on 1.4 acres
owned by the city and leased for $1
ayear by the Recreation and Parks
Department.

A park and a portion of the
museum is on 1.1 acres owned by
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
which operates the flood control
basin.

Shadow H111s resident Mary
Benson questions whether the
federal agency

should ° allow,

construction ontheedge ofitsflood

- Zone.

“In 1978, the area that is pro-
posed, I saw that area under a foot
of water. All of asudden it’s OK to.
build on.” :

Dierking said the land for the
museum is above the 100-year-
flood plain, which is the area that
would be at risk in a major storm.

"The Army Corps of Engineers
environmental assessment on the
project is available for public
review and comment through Sept.
14 at the Lake View .Terrace
Library.

'Kerry Cavanaugh, (818) 713-3746
" kerry.cavanaugh@dailynews.com





