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Alected
Council
Egr_emdent

By STEVE HYMON

) Times Staff Writer

year erm as president of the Los
Angeles City Council and Wendy
Gretiel swept the vote for the No.
2 slot givihg the two top posts to

.representatlves of the San Fer-

nando Valley

It was a, ‘busy morning for the
councll, Whlch squeezed in its
regular Fnday meeting between
the interfaith service for new
Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa and
his swearing-in ceremony.

5ﬁfber the service, the 13 mem-

bets of the council — two seats

e vacant — were escorted out
of the Cathedral of Our Lady of
the Angels and onto a bus for the
thtee-block journey to City Hall.

As president Padilla will re-
taih the*power to shape the
couneil’s - agenda at its thrice-
weekly meetmgs ‘More impor-

: tant the presidency allows him

to ,assign {council members to
€O immttees where the mtty

,,,.

ta]ies place Councilman Eric
Garcetti mounted a challenge for
the presidency but withdrew

- from the race in late May.

At 32, Padilla is the youngest
councll member but also has the
most tenure, havmg been elected
in 1999. 7

AlexPadﬂlawasunammously '

“As‘with the new mayor, edu-
cation has emerged as one of Pa-

- dilla’s key issues. This spring, Pa-

dilla and Jose Huizar, president
ofiithe Los Angeles Unified
School District board, per-
sufided the council to forma 30-
member commission tg” study
the governance of the dlstnct

~The commission was sworn in
Wednesday and begins meeting
lat,er thismonth.

“The educdtion piece of it is
pefisonal with this council,” Pa-

_ dilla said, “A lot of us are prod-

ucts of the Los Angeles public
school system and now we’re in
pogition to do somethmg about
its; i)roblems

‘Greuel made a run for the

- cofineil presidency in’ 2003 but

decided to pursue the No. 2 slot
as;president pro tem this year.
Greuel 44, has been on council

_since 2002 and has earned a

replitatlon among her colleagues
as apolicy wonk. -

‘Recently, Greuel has signaled
that she wants to get more in-
volved in transportation issues.

i“T, think we have to play a
mlich larger role in finding ways
to better use the transportation
systems that we have,” she said
Friday.

““One of the thmgs I'm most
excited about is that the mayor
is willing to go to Washington
and Sacramento to demand that
L.A. gets its fair share of transit
dollars. He has the accessibility

-and the celebrity to make that
'happen ?



