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                  Councilmembers Propose Taxing Medical Marijuana 
 
Councilwoman Janice Hahn today, along with her colleagues, Councilman Dennis Zine and 
Councilman Bill Rosendahl, proposed that the city of Los Angeles explore the possibility of 
imposing a tax on medical marijuana sold within city limits.   
 
With over 400 operating dispensaries in Los Angeles, a medical marijuana tax could generate 
significant revenue for the cash-strapped city.   
 
“In this current economic crisis, we need to get creative about how we raise funds.  A tax on 
medical marijuana could enable the city to continue providing services we might otherwise have 
to cut,” said Councilwoman Janice Hahn.   
 
“In the efforts to legitimize and regulate patient access to medical marijuana facilities, one 
aspect we need to analyze is how dispensaries will be taxed in accordance with State and local 
guidelines,” said Councilman Dennis P. Zine.  “Part of becoming a legitimate business in the 
City of Los Angeles means supporting local government by paying a fair share of municipal 
taxes.” 
 
"This is a creative solution that will help bring revenue to our city and also recognize the 
additional benefits the medical marijuana industry can contribute," said Councilmember Bill 
Rosendahl. 
 
In addition to today’s motion, Councilwoman Hahn joined Councilman Zine in adopting a 
resolution which supports bill H.R. 2835 (Frank, D-Mass), the Medical Marijuana Patient 
Protection Act, which allows for state law to prevail with regard to medical marijuana use.  
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