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ZINE INTERIM CONTROL ORDINANCE WILL PLACE
MORATORIUM ON MEDICAL MARIJUANA DISPENSARIES

(Los Angeles) — An Interim Control Ordinance by Councilman Dennis P. Zine that would
temporarily prohibit the opening of any new medical marijuana dispensaries until a permanent
ordinance is created to establish regulations will be voted on for approval in City Council today.

The Interim Control Ordinance is designed to prevent new Medical Marijuana Dispensaries from
opening while an inter-departmental task force (led by the Planning Department) crafts an
ordinance to regulate medical marijuana dispensaries and establish appropriate regulations.
These regulations will focus on hours of operation, proximity of dispensaries to schools,
recreation, residential, and other sensitive use sites, as well as rules for on-site consumption,
security, and liability considerations. Additionally, no new dispensaries will open until a
regulation strategy is developed and implemented.

The purpose of this interim control ordinance is twofold: First, it would place a moratorium on
all medical marijuana dispensaries until a permanent ordinance is established. Second, all
existing dispensaries would have 60 days to comply with regulations set forth in the Interim
Control Ordinance.

“Our goal is to bring the sale of medicinal marijuana under control and regulated by a City entity
so that distribution is safe and accessible to people that truly need medicinal cannabis to improve
their quality of life,” said Councilman Zine, Member of the Committee on Public Safety. “The
purpose of this interim ordinance is to protect not only the right of patients to access the
medications that they need, but also to rid the current distribution facilities of abuses that harm
the areas surrounding the dispensary sites.”

The Interim Control Ordinance will be voted on for approval by the City Council today.
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