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Woodland Hills family never forgets
where it came from

By Dennis McCarthy
It's not a neighborhood where you give a casual wave to the man walking
his dog, the guy you see every day but whose name you don't ever know.
On the 4420 block of Saltillo Street in Woodland Hills, yau know his name,
what he does Tor a living, how many Kids he and his wife have and how big
their hearts are.
That last part is mportant, because heart is what it all abaut n this
N clase-knit nzighborhood of 23 families.
e i ot e R Jor g Mostof them have known each othar for a quartsr-century, have watched a3
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They helped repair each others' homes after the 1994 Northridgs Earthquake. And now, when ong wANT
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R 7 comes knacking on their daors to say its time again to help thoss
the ther sig= of the warld, no one argues or says theyTe tao busy. They gather what they Gont 2
ar2 and take it out in the middle of Saltilla Street - clothes, furniturs, appliances, °
knickknacks - and sell it to the public and each sther
It Tsn't a typical garage sale. You don't kesp what you make. Instead, <vary cant goss to help Residents of the 4400
impavarishad kids and destitute familics in Sri Lanka. Last year, the neighbors on Saltilly Strect block of Saltillo Street
raised $1,700 to fund a village school and feed poor familizs in the tiny town of Vali Konda.
Nowy, $1,70°) doesn't sound like much hare. But in Sri Lanka, it can buy the equivalent of 520,000
wotth of food and other supplies.
The Pereras - Srinla and husband Frank - were bor in that far-away country, now embroiled in OEIPE s'“"d'y
civil war. They maks the trip every summer with their twin, college-age children, Jenzzka and F infe i
Niminde, to take the praceeds from their block sale to the people in those desolate villages. O L A oD,
"The money we make at the charity sal buys covs for milk, feeds hundreds of families and buids ~f§ 1t the Perera family’s
schools to give these peaple at least some quality of life,” says neighbor Val Doran. humanitarian efforts,
And nane of it would be passible if it wasn't for the Perera family, the residents say. g0 to www.ecsworld.com
"They've drawn us together as a neighbarhood to a wanderful purpose, and to care for each ather,
"says anothsr neighbor, Ann Trinz. "They ara incredible people.”
Wher, a tsunami hit Sri Lanka five years age, it was the Perara twins who collectzd and delivarad morz thar 5,000 backpacks fillad with
supplies for the childran thera.
It's important to lok beyond your own lives and neighborhocds te ses what's going on in tha world, Srinia Parara says,
"As a neighborhood, we'rs r2aching cut to tha sther side of the glabe t countries g-ing through some raally bad times,” she says. "W
can't go there to halp, but we can have a neighborhood charity event like this cvery year so w can feel connacted, and also stay closs
a5 neighbors,
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