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Councilmembers Zine, Rosendahl, and Hahn Call on City Attorney  
to Draft New Medical Marijuana Ordinance 

 
(Los Angeles) – On Tuesday, November 18th, Councilmembers Dennis P. Zine, Bill Rosendahl, and 
Janice Hahn sent a letter to the City Attorney’s Office requesting that he revisit the draft medical 
marijuana ordinance submitted in April with the goal of developing an alternative that more closely 
resembles the Los Angeles County ordinance, and reflects both the input of the Medical Cannabis 
Working Group and the California Attorney General’s guidelines.  
 
In September 2007, the City Council imposed a moratorium on medical marijuana facilities stating that no 
other dispensaries could open until an ordinance was drafted to place regulations on the operating 
facilities already in existence or those that may open in the future. A working group was convened by the 
Planning Department for the purpose of making recommendations regarding sensible regulations for the 
facilities already operating in Los Angeles, and those that may be established in the City. The City 
Attorney submitted a draft ordinance in April that the Councilmembers believe did not adequately reflect 
the concerns of the working group.  
 
“I am urging the City Attorney to revamp the Medical Marijuana Ordinance so that we can get regulations 
in place as quickly as possible,” said Councilman Dennis P. Zine. “Regulations are critical to provide safe 
access to the patients while assuring that the surrounding neighborhoods and businesses are also 
protected. We also need to ensure that public safety personnel are given enforceable guidelines.” 
 
"Patients rely on cannabis collectives for safe access to medication which significantly improves their 
lives. The state relies on tax revenues topping $100 million a year generated from the sales of prescribed 
cannabis. Now we policy makers are relying on the City Attorney to re-draft an ordinance to safeguard the 
rights of patients, caregivers and the community," said Councilmember Bill Rosendahl. 
 
"The City needs a better way to regulate medical cannabis that will keep it legal and accessible for those 
who are in need," said Councilwoman Janice Hahn. "People who are sick, many of whom are dying, 
deserve to receive the treatment and medication prescribed by their doctors."   
 
The Councilmembers have requested that the City Attorney return a document that more fully implements 
the intent of the Working Group with regards to regulations for medical cannabis collective and 
cooperatives in Los Angeles, or present to the Planning and Land Use Committee the reasons why the 
County model and the Working Group recommendations are not appropriate. 
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