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MONDAY'’S PUBLIC FORUM ON CYCLING ON MANDEVILLE

CANYON ROAD IS CANCELLED
Rosendahl to Form Task Force of Residents, Cyclists and City Staff

LOS ANGELES - In response to escalating tensionsover a July 4incident that sent two

cyclists to the hospital,Councilmember Bill Rosendahl is replacing a public Town Hall

meeting with a taskforce on how cyclists and residents can better and more safely share
MandevilleCanyon Road.

“At the request of theresidents and of the cyclists who use Mandeville Canyon Road, |
have decidedthat a more focused, deliberative task force will achieve my goal of
bringingthe relevant people together to discuss ideas and proposals for everyone
toshare this narrow canyon roadway,” Rosendahl said.

Over the past few days, officials with homeownerassociations and the bicycling clubs
that train on the winding, 5-mile stretchof road expressed concern that the tenor of
media coverage and of blog postswould make a Monday public meeting counter-
productive. Many said they worriedthe issue had become larger than the specific issues
of MandevilleCanyon

“While I always prefer morepublic dialogue and welcome it even now,” Rosendahl
said, “I appreciate theviews and concerns of the residents and cyclists most involved in
this issue andmost familiar with this road.'
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TheTown Hall meeting had been scheduled for 6:30 p.m. July 14 at the Felicia
MahoodMultipurpose Center in West Los Angeles

Instead, Rosendahl said he would convene a task force ofrepresentatives of the three
Mandeville Canyon homeowners associations, the fourcycling clubs that regularly train
there, the Los Angeles Bicycle AdvisoryCommittee, the Los Angeles Police
Department, the Los Angeles Department ofTransportation, and his staff. The group
will develop proposals to addressissues of safety, personal and public rights, and civic
responsibility —among both cyclists and residents of Mandeville Canyon.

Rosendahl said he hoped the more global issues ofroad-sharing between cyclists and
motorists throughout Los Angeles would get amore thorough airing in a more
appropriate, citywide venue. He noted he andseveral colleagues last week introduced a
motion endorsing the Cyclists’ Bill ofRights.

“When the TransportationCommittee and the City Council take up that issue, I think it
will be anexceptional opportunity to begin a citywide education campaign about the
rightsof cyclists and the need for everyone to share the road. We’re all stuck ingridlock
in Los Angeles, and we need to voice our frustration at the lack of asensible transit
system, and not at each other.

Rosendahl said he also welcomes any feedback atcouncilmanrosendahl@lacity.org.
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