
Los Angeles City Council, Journal/Council Proceeding 

Wednesday, February 26, 2025 

JOHN FERRARO COUNCIL CHAMBER ROOM 340, CITY HALL 200 NORTH SPRING STREET, LOS 

ANGELES. CA 90012 - 10:00 AM 

(For further details see Official Council Files) 
(For communications referred by the President see Referral Memorandum) 

Roll Call 

Members Present: Harris-Dawson, Hernandez, Hutt, Jurado, Lee, McOsker, 

Nazarian, Padilla, Park, Price Jr., Raman, Rodriguez, Soto-Martinez, Yaroslavsky 

(14); Absent: Blumenfield (1) 

Approval of the Minutes 

Commendatory Resolutions, Introductions and Presentations - SEE ATTACHED

Multiple Agenda Item Comment 

Public Testimony of Non-agenda Items Within Jurisdiction of Council 

Items for which Public Hearings Have Been Held 

(1) 25-0006-S18

Wednesday 

AD HOC COMMITTEE FOR LA RECOVERY and B UDGET AND 

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT relative to initial cost estimates for the 
January 2025 fire and windstorm event. 

Recommendations for Council action: 

1. NOTE and FILE the City Administrative Officer (CAO) report dated
January 21, 2025, attached to Council file No. 25-0006-S18,
inasmuch as no further Council action is required at this time.

2. INSTRUCT the CAO to provide written quarterly reports regarding
the City's fiscal recovery from the 2025 wildfires. These reports

should include but not be limited to updated damage estimates,
status of special fund loans and other funding sources utilized to
front fund recovery costs and status of Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) reimbursements.
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(19) 

Fiscal Impact Statement: Neither the City Administrative Officer nor the 
Chief Legislative Analyst has completed a financial analysis of this report. 

Community Impact Statement: None submitted 

Adopted Item as Amended by Motion 18A (McOsker - Hernandez) - SEE ATTACHED

Ayes: Blumenfield, Harris-Dawson, Hernandez, Jurado, Hutt, Lee, McOsker, Nazarian, 

Padilla, Park, Price Jr., Raman, Rodriguez, Soto-Martinez, Yaroslavsky (15); Nays: (0); 

Absent: (0) 

25-0079

CD 15

Adopted Item 

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE REPORT relative to temporarily closing 

the walkway on Oakhorne Drive located east of Sepulveda Boulevard in 

Harbor City for reasons of public safety. 

Recommendation for Council action, pursuant to Motion ( McOsker -
Padilla): 

INSTRUCT the City Engineer to report to Council with recommendations 

to temporarily close the walkway on Oakhorne Drive located east of 

Sepulveda Boulevard in Harbor City for reasons of public safety pursuant 
to State Vehicle Code Section 21101 .4. 

Fiscal Impact Statement: Neither the City Administrative Officer nor the 
Chief Legislative Analyst has completed a financial analysis of this report. 

Community Impact Statement: None submitted 

Ayes: Harris-Dawson, Hernandez, Jurado, Hutt, Lee, McOsker, Nazarian, Padilla, 

Park, Price Jr., Raman, Rodriguez, Soto-Martinez, Yaroslavsky (14); Nays: (0); 

Absent: Blumenfield (1) 

(20 ) 25-0002-S2

Wednesday 

RULES, ELECTIONS AND INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS 

COMMITTEE REPORT and RESOLUTION relative to establishing the 

City's position on legislation that results in amendments to the State 
Density Bonus Law to ensure that evacuation routes within High Fire 
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Adopted Item 

- - - - - -

approximately $350,000. Council District Seven intends to use 
discretionary funds at its disposal to cover these expenses. There is no 
anticipated impact on the General Fund. 

Community Impact Statement: None submitted 

(Economic Development and Jobs Committee waived 

consideration of the above matter) 

Ayes: Blumenfield, Harris-Dawson, Hernandez, Jurado, Hutt, Lee, McOsker, Nazarian, 

Padilla, Park, Price Jr., Raman, Rodriguez, Soto-Martinez, Yaroslavsky (15); Nays: (0); 

Absent: (0) 

Items Called Special 

Motions for Posting and Referral - SEE ATTACHED 

Council Members' Requests for Excuse from Attendance at Council Meetings 

Closed Session 

(32) 25-0022

The City Council shall recess to Closed Session, pursuant to Government 
Code Section No. 54956.9(d)(1), to confer with its legal counsel relative to 
the case entitled Joel Chovon Sohom v. City of Los Angeles, et al., Los 
Angeles Superior Court Case No. 22STCV27305. (This matter arises from 
a fall incident on October 27, 2021, incident at 437 North Vermont Avenue, 
in Los Angeles.) 

(Budget and Finance Committee considered this matter on February 

4, 2025.) 

Adopted Motion (Yaroslavsky- Blumenfield) in Open Session - SEE ATTACHED

Ayes: Harris-Dawson, Hernandez, Jurado, Hutt, Lee, McOsker, Nazarian, Padilla, 

Park, Price Jr., Raman, Rodriguez, Soto-Martinez, Yaroslavsky (14); Nays: (0); 

Absent: Blumenfield (1) 

(33) 25-0026

Wednesday 

The City Council shall recess to Closed Session, pursuant to Government 
Code Section No. 54956.9(d)(1), to confer with its legal counsel relative to 
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the case entitled Tsuki Sugiyama, et al. v. City of Los Angeles, et al., Los 
Angeles Superior Court Case No. 23VECV04103. (This matter arises 
from a March 1, 2023, incident wherein a City tree branch fell on a 
pedestrian at 22024 Martinez Street in Woodland Hills, California, causing 
injury.) 

(Budget and Finance Committee considered this matter on February 

4, 2025.) 

Adopted Motion (Yaroslavsky- Blumenfield) in Open Session - SEE ATTACHED

Ayes: Harris-Dawson, Hernandez, Jurado, Hutt, Lee, McOsker, Nazarian, Padilla, 

Park, Price Jr., Raman, Rodriguez, Soto-Martinez, Yaroslavsky (14); Nays: (0); 

Absent: Blumenfield (1) 

(34) 24-1515

The City Council shall recess to Closed Session, pursuant to Government 
Code Section No. 54956.9(d)(1), to confer with its legal counsel relative to 
the case entitled Amelia Sellers and Christian Chico v. City of Los Angeles, 
et al., Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 22STCV29902. (This matter 
arises from a tree fall over incident occurring on November 3, 2021, in 
parking lot "H" of the Greek Theater.) 

(Budget and Finance Committee considered this matter on February 

4, 2025.) 

Adopted Motion (Yaroslavsky- Blumenfield) in Open Session - SEE ATTACHED

Ayes: Harris-Dawson, Hernandez, Jurado, Hutt, Lee, McOsker, Nazarian, Padilla, 

Park, Price Jr., Raman, Rodriguez, Soto-Martinez, Yaroslavsky (14); Nays: (0); 

Absent: Blumenfield (1) 

(35) 24-1516

The City Council shall recess to Closed Session, pursuant to Government 
Code Section No. 54956.9(d)(1), to confer with its legal counsel relative to 
the case entitled Lauren Ruggiero v. City of Los Angeles, et al., Los 
Angeles Superior Court Case No. 21STCV02274. (This matter arises from 
a trip and fall incident on June 21, 2020, on the sidewalk located near 6920 

Coldwater Canyon Avenue, in the City of Los Angeles.) 

(Budget and Finance Committee considered this matter on February 

18, 2025.) 

Adopted Motion (Yaroslavsky- Blumenfield) in Open Session - SEE ATTACHED 
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Ayes: Harris-Dawson, Hernandez, Jurado, Hutt, Lee, McOsker, Nazarian, Padilla, 

Park, Price Jr., Raman, Rodriguez, Soto-Martinez, Yaroslavsky (14); Nays: (0); 

Absent: Blumenfield (1) 

(36) 24-1509

The City Council shall recess to Closed Session, pursuant to Government 
Code Section No. 54956.9(d)(1), to confer with its legal counsel relative to 
the case entitled Jo Anne Korngute v. City of Los Angeles, et al., Los 
Angeles Superior Court Case No. 22STCV36947. (This matter arises from 

a trip and fall incident which occurred on December 28, 2021, near 300 
South Willaman Drive, in Los Angeles.) 

(Budget and Finance Committee considered this matter on February 

18, 2025.) 

Adopted Motion (Yaroslavsky- Blumenfield) in Open Session - SEE ATTACHED

Ayes: Harris-Dawson, Hernandez, Jurado, Hutt, Lee, McOsker, Nazarian, Padilla, 

Park, Price Jr., Raman, Rodriguez, Soto-Martinez, Yaroslavsky (14); Nays: (0); 

Absent: Blumenfield (1) 

(37) 25-0023

The City Council shall recess to Closed Session, pursuant to Government 
Code Section No. 54956.9(d)(1), to confer with its legal counsel relative to 
the case entitled Juan Cardenas v. City of Los Angeles, et al., Los Angeles 

Superior Court Case No. 21STCV15658. (This matter arises from a trip 
and fall accident that occurred on May 28, 2020, on Cypress Avenue near 

Silver Street, in Los Angeles.) 

(Budget and Finance Committee considered this matter on February 

18, 2025.) 

Adopted Motion (Yaroslavsky- Blumenfield) in Open Session - SEE ATTACHED

Ayes: Harris-Dawson, Hernandez, Jurado, Hutt, Lee, McOsker, Nazarian, Padilla, 

Park, Price Jr., Raman, Rodriguez, Soto-Martinez, Yaroslavsky (14); Nays: (0); 

Absent: Blumenfield (1) 

(38) 24-1511

Wednesday 

The City Council shall recess to Closed Session, pursuant to Government 
Code Section No. 54956.9(d)(1), to confer with its legal counsel relative to 

the case entitled Austin Huebner v. City of Los Angeles, Los Angeles 
Superior Court Case No. 22STCV37922. (This matter arises from a fall 
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incident on January 8, 2022, at the intersection of Sunset Boulevard and 
North Highland Avenue, in Los Angeles.) 

(Budget and Finance Committee considered this matter on February 

18, 2025.) 

Adopted Motion (Yaroslavsky- Blumenfield) in Open Session - SEE ATTACHED

Ayes: Harris-Dawson, Hernandez, Jurado, Hutt, Lee, McOsker, Nazarian, Padilla, 

Park, Price Jr., Raman, Rodriguez, Soto-Martinez, Yaroslavsky (14); Nays: (0); 

Absent: Blumenfield (1) 

(39) 25-0101

The City Council shall recess to Closed Session, pursuant to Government 
Code Section No. 54956.9(d)(1), to confer with its legal counsel relative to 
the case entitled Marques Buford* v. Anthony Handy, et al., Los Angeles 

Superior Court Case No. 24STCV13843. (This matter arises from an 
automobile incident that occurred on October 26, 2023 on the southbound 
Interstate 5 (1-5) Freeway about 500 feet south of Glendale Boulevard, in 
the City of Los Angeles.) 

(Budget and Finance Committee considered this matter on February 

18, 2025.) 

*Journal Correction

Adopted Motion (Yaroslavsky- Blumenfield) in Open Session - SEE ATTACHED

Ayes: Harris-Dawson, Hernandez, Jurado, Hutt, Lee, McOsker, Nazarian, Padilla, 

Park, Price Jr., Raman, Rodriguez, Soto-Martinez, Yaroslavsky (14); Nays: (0); 

Absent: Blumenfield (1) 

(40) 25-0122

Wednesday 

The City Council shall recess to Closed Session, pursuant to Government 
Code Section No. 54956.9(d)(1), to confer with its legal counsel relative to 

the case entitled Byford (Peter) Whittingham v. City of Los Angeles, et al., 
United States District Court Case No. 2:16-cv-08412-TJH-E. (This matter 
arises from a complaint of First-Amendment retaliation - Freedom 
of Speech (42 U.S.C. 1983), whistleblower retaliation under California 
Labor Code Section 1102.5 and retaliation in violation of the California 

Fair Employment and Housing Act against the City.) 

(Budget and Finance Committee considered this matter on February 

18, 2025.) 
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Adopted Motion (Yaroslavsky- Blumenfield) in Open Session - SEE ATTACHED

Ayes: Harris-Dawson, Hernandez, Jurado, Hutt, Lee, McOsker, Nazarian, Padilla, 

Park, Price Jr., Raman, Rodriguez, Soto-Martinez, Yaroslavsky (14); Nays: (0); 

Absent: Blumenfield (1) 

(41) 24-1395

The City Council shall recess to Closed Session, pursuant to Government 
Code Section No. 54956.9(d)(1), to confer with its legal counsel relative to 
the case entitled Cesar Osorio v. City of Los Angeles, et al., Los Angeles 

Superior Court Case No. 23STCV12734. [This matter arises from claims 

under the Fair Employment and Housing Act for: (1) Gender discrimination; 
(2) Age discrimination; (3) Disability discrimination; (4) Hostile work

environment; (5) Harassment based on age, gender, and disability; (6)
Failure to accommodate a disability; (7) Failure to engage in the interactive
process; (8) Retaliation; (9) Wrongful constructive termination; and (10)
Failure to prevent discrimination.]

(Budget and Finance Committee considered this matter on February 

18, 2025.) 

Adopted Motion (Yaroslavsky- Blumenfield) in Open Session - SEE ATTACHED

Ayes: Harris-Dawson, Hernandez, Jurado, Hutt, Lee, McOsker, Nazarian, Padilla, 

Park, Price Jr., Raman, Rodriguez, Soto-Martinez, Yaroslavsky (14); Nays: (0); 

Absent: Blumenfield (1) 

(42) 24-1506

The City Council shall recess to Closed Session, pursuant to Government 
Code Section No. 54956.9(d)(1), to confer with its legal counsel relative to 

the case entitled Scott Harmon v. City of Los Angeles, Los Angeles 
Superior Court Case No. 22STCV18796. (This matter arises from a 
November of 2021 failure to promote claim.) 

(Budget and Finance Committee considered this matter on February 

18, 2025.) 

Adopted Motion (Yaroslavsky- Blumenfield) in Open Session - SEE ATTACHED

Ayes: Harris-Dawson, Hernandez, Jurado, Hutt, Lee, McOsker, Nazarian, Padilla, 

Park, Price Jr., Raman, Rodriguez, Soto-Martinez, Yaroslavsky (14); Nays: (0); 

Absent: Blumenfield (1) 
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counsel on this matter and decide what action, if any, to take in light 
of the Court's February 25, 2025 order. 

B. SPECIAL MOTION 2A (YAROSLAVSKY - HUTT)

Recommendations for Council action, SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF 
THE MAYOR: 

ADOPT the following recommendations in order to effect settlement in the 
case entitled Bird Global, Inc

., 
et al. v. City of Los Angeles, et al., United 

States Bankruptcy Court Southern District of Florida Miami Division Case 
No. 23-20514-CLC. (This matter arises from the bankruptcy of a dockless 
scooter company and the liabilities associated with operation of the 
scooters on City of Los Angeles streets.): 

1. AUTHORIZE the City Attorney's Office to expend up to $900,000 in
settlement of the above-entitled matter.

2. AUTHORIZE the Controller to transfer $900,000 from the Liability
Claims Fund No. 100/59, Account No. 009798 - Miscellaneous
Liability Payouts, to Fund No. 100/59, Account No. 009797,
Transportation Liability Payouts.

3. AUTHORIZE the City Attorney to draw a demand from Fund No.
100/59 Account No. 009797, Transportation Liability Payouts, as
follows: Tort Claims Trust, in an amount up to $900,000, with the final
amount to be directed by the City Attorney.

4. AUTHORIZE the City Attorney, or designee, to make necessary
technical adjustments, subject to the approval of the City
Administrative Officer; and, AUTHORIZE the Controller to implement
the instructions.

Adopted Findings Forthwith 

Ayes: Blumenfield, Harris-Dawson, Hernandez, Jurado, Hutt, Lee, McOsker, Nazarian, Padilla, 

Park, Price Jr., Raman, Soto-Martinez, Yaroslavsky (14); Nays: (O); Absent: Rodriguez (1)

Council discussed the matter in Closed Session. 

Adopted Special Motion 2 (Harris-Dawson -Yaroslavsky) as Amended by Special Motion 2A 

(Yaroslavsky-Hutt) Forthwith - SEE ATTACHED
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Adopted Findings Forthwith 

Ayes: Blumenfield, Harris-Dawson, Hernandez, Jurado, Hutt, Lee, McOsker, Nazarian, Padilla, 

Price Jr., Raman, Soto-Martinez, Yaroslavsky (13); Nays: (O); Absent: Park, Rodriguez (2) 

Adopted Special Motion 3 (Padilla, Rodriguez- Lee) Forthwith - SEE ATTACHED

Ayes: Blumenfield, Harris-Dawson, Hernandez, Jurado, Hutt, Lee, McOsker, Nazarian, Padilla, 

Raman, Soto-Martinez, Yaroslavsky (12); Nays: (O); Absent: Park, Price Jr., Rodriguez (3) 

Adjourning Motions - SEE ATTACHED

Council Adjournment 

ENDING ROLL CALL 

Blumenfield, Harris-Dawson, Hutt, Jurado, Lee, McOsker, Nazarian, Padilla,  Raman, Soto-Martinez, 

Yaroslavsky (11); Absent: Hernandez, Park, Price Jr., Rodriguez (4) 

Whereupon the Council did adjourn. 

ATTEST: Holly L. Wolcott, CITY CLERK 

By 

Council Clerk 

Wednesday 

PRESIDENT OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
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COMMENDATORY RESOLUTIONS 

 

MOVED BY SECONDED BY NAME 

Park Lee April Broussard 

Blumenfield-Nazarian Park Nowruz 

Park Lee Delta Air Lines 

Raman Soto-Martinez Los Angeles Breakfast Club 
100th Anniversary 

 



ADJOURNING MOTIONS 

 

MOVED BY SECONDED BY NAME 

Nazarian  All Councilmembers Alan Gershman 

 

 

 





























RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, 
regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental body 
or agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council; and 

WHEREAS, in general, Wi-Fi Jammers and Communication Signal Scramblers (CSSs) are 
illegal under federal law and are regulated by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC); 
and 

WHEREAS, despite federal regulation, these devices remain easily obtainable; and 

WHEREAS, there have been increased incidents of these devices being used by burglars to 
disable wireless security systems in Southern California; and 

WHEREAS, these devices can also block cell phone signals and law enforcement radio signals, 
making it impossible for victims to call 9-1-1 or for police to communicate with each other 
when one of these devices is being used; and 

WHEREAS, there is no current penalty under state law for the possession, use or attempted use, 
manufacture, purchase or distribution ofWi-Fi Jammers in the state of California, making it 
difficult to prosecute individuals using these devices in burglaries; and 

WHEREAS, SB 701 would make it an infraction to manufacture, import, market, purchase, sell, 
or operate a signal jammer unless authorized to do so by the FCC, punishable by forfeiture of the 
device and a fine ofup to $5,000. The bill would make it a crime to operate a signaljammer in 
conjunction with the commission of a crime, punishable by a fine of up to $5,000 and/or by 
imprisonment. The bill would make it a felony to willfully or maliciously use a signal jammer to 
block public safety communications, punishable by imprisonment in the state prison for 2, 4, or 6 
years. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that by the adoption of this Resolution, the City of 
Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2025 - 2026 State Legislative Program SUPPORT for SB 701 
(Wahab) to add a new section to the California Penal Code to prohibit the possession, use or 
attempted use, manufacture, purchase, sale, distribution or importation of any Wi-Fi Jamming 
and/or Communication Signal Scrambler device. 

cilmember, 12th District 
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d'...JUS!NG & HOMELESSNESS

MOTION 

The City of Los Angeles invests over $1 billion per year into our regional homeles_sness response,

yet has not built a meaningful system of perfom1ance oversight to understand the impacts of this 

investment. Because our funding is largely subcontracted through LAHSA, we do not have clarity into 

how many people the City's funding is helping to move inside and into safety each year; how long people 

are staying in city-funded shelter sites and the kind of care they are getting there; how many people our 

funding is helping to move from interim housing into pennanent housing; or whether the hundreds of 

millions of dollars we invest each year into pennanent housing are being utilized effectively to help 

people secure and maintain homes. 

No entity within City government is currently tasked with playing this performance oversight 

role. And no entity is currently resourced to do so; departments do not have the in-house data analysis, 

operational oversight, or policy development capacity to monitor and improve performance. The CLA is 

preparing a report in response to CF-24-0330 that will outline how the City can create a department to 

develop and manage the City's homelessness programs. Parallel to the consideration of the creation of a 

Department, which can take significant time and resources, the CLA should consider recommending the 

creation of a time-limited Bureau inside the Los Angeles Housing Department (LAHD), as their purview 

already consists of managing the City's contracts with LAHSA for outreach and shelter and managing the 

City's investments in permanent supportive housing. This Bureau, which will be tasked with perfonnance 

management, should be staffed at least in part by existing department staff that will be temporarily 

appointed who are already working on homelessness, who have decision making authority, and who will 

serve as liaison between the Bureau and their department. 

Since December, with support from the California Community Foundation and the Hilton 

Foundation, the CAO has had a consultant (HR&A Advisors) (CF-24-1179) that has started collecting the 

data needed for this kind of performance oversight, working with multiple city departments, LAHSA, and 

the County that are involved with City's investments in homelessness. Because of this work - the City has 

access to more consistent and regularly updated data that can help us oversee the homeless services 

system, identify and address challenges in program implementation, make real improvements in its 

performance, and help more people experiencing homelessness get the care and support they need. The 

new LAHD Bureau should continue and deepen the performance oversight and operational problem 

solving work that HR&A has initiated, after the existing philanthropic investment ends at the end of April 

2025. 

I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Council instruct the CLA, along with the CAO and the Housing 

Department, to report back to Council within 30 days on the resources and staffing plan necessaiy to 

stand up a Bureau situated in the Housing Department. This staffing plan should consider the inclusion of 

temporary appointments from the following agencies/ departments: 

• LAHSA

• Mayor's Office

• LAHD

• CAO

• HACLA

Mnv 
FEB 2 6 2025







ITEM NO. 32
2/26/25 Council – Regular Meeting Agenda 

Closed Session 
MOTION

I HEREBY MOVE that the Council ADOPT the following recommendations in order to effect 
settlement in the case entitled Joel Chovon Sohom v. City of Los Angeles, et al., Los Angeles 
Superior Court Case No. 22STCV27305. (This matter arises from a fall incident on October 27, 
2021, incident at 437 North Vermont Avenue, in Los Angeles.), SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL 
OF THE MAYOR:

1. FIND that, based on facts presented by the City Attorney and recommendations by the 
City Administrative Officer and the City Legislative Analyst, the settlement is in the best 
interests of the city.

2. AUTHORIZE the City Attorney to obtain a stipulated judgment pursuant to the terms of 
the settlement (Federal Rule of Civil Procedure, Rule 54/Cal. Code Civ. Proc. Sec. 
664.6, or other similar law).

3. AUTHORIZE the Controller to transfer $140,000 as a loan or advance from the Reserve 
Fund to the Unappropriated Balance and appropriate therefrom to the Liability Claims 
Fund No. 100/59, Account No. 009798 – Miscellaneous Liability Payouts, to Fund No. 
100/59, Account No. 009795 – Public Works, Street Services Liability Payouts, to be 
repaid with the proceeds of a judgment obligation bond issuance.

4. AUTHORIZE the City Attorney to draw a demand from Liability Claims Fund No. 100/59, 
Account No. 009795 – Public Works, Street Services Liability Payouts, as follows: CZ&R 
LLP, The Dominguez Firm, LLP and Joel Chovon Sohom in the amount of $140,000.

5. AUTHORIZE the City Attorney, or designee, to make necessary technical adjustments, 
subject to the approval of the City Administrative Officer; and, AUTHORIZE the 
Controller to implement the instructions.

This matter was recommended for approval by the Budget and Finance Committee 
(Yaroslavsky – Blumenfield – Hutt – McOsker – Hernandez: “Yes”) at its meeting held on 
February 18, 2025, in Closed Session as permitted by Government Code Section 54956.9(d)(1).

PRESENTED BY_________________________________
KATY YAROSLAVSKY
Councilmember, 5th District

SECONDED BY _________________________________
BOB BLUMENFIELD
Councilmember, 3rd District

MM 2-26-25
CF 25-0022



ITEM NO. 33 
2/26/25 Council – Regular Meeting Agenda  

Closed Session  

MOTION 
 
I HEREBY MOVE that the Council ADOPT the following recommendations in order to 
effect settlement in the case entitled Tsuki Sugiyama, et al. v. City of Los Angeles, et al., 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 23VECV04103. (This matter arises from a March 
1, 2023, incident wherein a City tree branch fell on a pedestrian at 22024 Martinez Street 
in Woodland Hills, California, causing injury.), SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF THE 
MAYOR: 
 

1. FIND that, based on facts presented by the City Attorney and recommendations 

by the City Administrative Officer and the City Legislative Analyst, the settlement 

is in the best interests of the city. 

 

2. AUTHORIZE the City Attorney to obtain a stipulated judgment pursuant to the 

terms of the settlement (Federal Rule of Civil Procedure, Rule 54/Cal. Code Civ. 

Proc. Sec. 664.6, or other similar law). 

 

3. AUTHORIZE the Controller to transfer $2,850,000 as a loan or advance from the 

Reserve Fund to the Unappropriated Balance and appropriate therefrom to the 

Liability Claims Fund No. 100/59, Account No. 009798 – Miscellaneous Liability 

Payouts, to Fund No. 100/59, Account No. 009795 – Public Works, Street 

Services Liability Payouts, to be repaid with the proceeds of a judgment 

obligation bond issuance. 

 

4. AUTHORIZE the City Attorney to draw two demands from Liability Claims Fund 

No. 100/59, Account No. 009795 – Public Works, Street Services Liability 

Payouts, as follows:  

 

a. $2,250,000 to Law Offices of Todd D. Thibodo, APC, Tsuki Sugiyama, and 

Richard Sugiyama. 

 

b. $600,000 to Prudential Assigned Settlement Services Corporation FBO 

Todd D. Thibodo (to fund future periodic payments).  

 

5. AUTHORIZE the City Attorney, or designee, to make necessary technical 

adjustments, subject to the approval of the City Administrative Officer; and, 

AUTHORIZE the Controller to implement the instructions. 

 

  



This matter was recommended for approval by the Budget and Finance Committee 

(Yaroslavsky – Blumenfield – Hutt – McOsker – Hernandez: “Yes”) at its meeting held on 

February 18, 2025, in Closed Session as permitted by Government Code Section 

54956.9(d)(1). 

 

 

PRESENTED BY_________________________________ 

KATY YAROSLAVSKY 

Councilmember, 5th District 

 

 

 

SECONDED BY _________________________________ 

BOB BLUMENFIELD 

Councilmember, 3rd District 
MM 2-26-25 

CF 25-0026 



ITEM NO. 34
2/26/25 Council – Regular Meeting Agenda 

Closed Session 
MOTION

I HEREBY MOVE that the Council ADOPT the following recommendations in order to effect 
settlement in the case entitled Amelia Sellers and Christian Chico v. City of Los Angeles, et al., 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 22STCV29902. (This matter arises from a tree fall over 
incident occurring on November 3, 2021, in parking lot “H” of the Greek Theater.), SUBJECT 
TO THE APPROVAL OF THE MAYOR:

1. FIND that, based on facts presented by the City Attorney and recommendations by the 
City Administrative Officer and the City Legislative Analyst, the settlement is in the best 
interests of the city.

2. AUTHORIZE the City Attorney to obtain a stipulated judgment pursuant to the terms of 
the settlement (Federal Rule of Civil Procedure, Rule 54/Cal. Code Civ. Proc. Sec. 
664.6, or other similar law).

3. AUTHORIZE the Controller to transfer $1,150,000 as a loan or advance from the 
Reserve Fund to the Unappropriated Balance and appropriate therefrom to the Liability 
Claims Fund No. 100/59, Account No. 009798 – Miscellaneous Liability Payouts, to 
Fund No. 100/59, Account No. 009796 – Recreation and Parks Liability Payouts, to be 
repaid with the proceeds of a judgment obligation bond issuance.

4. AUTHORIZE the City Attorney to draw a demand from Liability Claims Fund No. 100/59, 
Account No. 009796 – Recreation and Parks Liability Payouts, as follows: 

a. $725,000 to Carpenter & Zuckerman, Colony Law PC, and Amelia Sellers.

b. $725,000 to Carpenter & Zuckerman, Colony Law PC, and Christian Chico.

5. AUTHORIZE the City Attorney, or designee, to make necessary technical adjustments, 
subject to the approval of the City Administrative Officer; and, AUTHORIZE the 
Controller to implement the instructions.

This matter was recommended for approval by the Budget and Finance Committee 
(Yaroslavsky – Blumenfield – Hutt – McOsker – Hernandez: “Yes”) at its meeting held on 
February 18, 2025, in Closed Session as permitted by Government Code Section 54956.9(d)(1).

PRESENTED BY_________________________________
KATY YAROSLAVSKY
Councilmember, 5th District

SECONDED BY _________________________________
BOB BLUMENFIELD
Councilmember, 3rd District

MM 2-26-25
CF 24-1515



ITEM NO. 35
2/26/25 Council – Regular Meeting Agenda 

Closed Session 
MOTION

I HEREBY MOVE that the Council ADOPT the following recommendations in order to effect 
settlement in the case entitled Lauren Ruggiero v. City of Los Angeles, et al., Los Angeles 
Superior Court Case No. 21STCV02274. (This matter arises from a trip and fall incident on June 
21, 2020, on the sidewalk located near 6920 Coldwater Canyon Avenue, in the City of Los 
Angeles.), SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF THE MAYOR:

1. FIND that, based on facts presented by the City Attorney and recommendations by the
City Administrative Officer and the City Legislative Analyst, the settlement is in the best
interests of the city.

2. AUTHORIZE the City Attorney to obtain a stipulated judgment pursuant to the terms of
the settlement (Federal Rule of Civil Procedure, Rule 54/Cal. Code Civ. Proc. Sec.
664.6, or other similar law).

3. AUTHORIZE the Controller to transfer $350,000 as a loan or advance from the Reserve
Fund to the Unappropriated Balance and appropriate therefrom to the Liability Claims
Fund No. 100/59, Account No. 009798 – Miscellaneous Liability Payouts, to Fund No.
100/59, Account No. 009795 – Public Works, Street Services Liability Payouts, to be
repaid with the proceeds of a judgment obligation bond issuance.

4. AUTHORIZE the City Attorney to draw a demand from Liability Claims Fund No. 100/59,
Account No. 009795 – Public Works, Street Services Liability Payouts, as follows: Law
Offices of Samer Habbas & Associates, Inc and Lauren Ruggiero in the amount of
$350,000.

5. AUTHORIZE the City Attorney, or designee, to make necessary technical adjustments,
subject to the approval of the City Administrative Officer; and, AUTHORIZE the
Controller to implement the instructions.

This matter was recommended for approval by the Budget and Finance Committee 
(Yaroslavsky – Blumenfield – McOsker – Hernandez: “Yes; Hutt: “Absent”) at its meeting held 
on February 18, 2025, in Closed Session as permitted by Government Code Section 
54956.9(d)(1).

PRESENTED BY_________________________________
KATY YAROSLAVSKY
Councilmember, 5th District

SECONDED BY _________________________________
BOB BLUMENFIELD
Councilmember, 3rd District

MM 2-26-25
CF 24-1516



ITEM NO. 36
2/26/25 Council – Regular Meeting Agenda 

Closed Session 
MOTION

I HEREBY MOVE that the Council ADOPT the following recommendations in order to effect 
settlement in the case entitled Jo Anne Korngute v. City of Los Angeles, et al., Los Angeles 
Superior Court Case No. 22STCV36947. (This matter arises from a trip and fall incident which 
occurred on December 28, 2021, near 300 South Willaman Drive, in Los Angeles.), SUBJECT 
TO THE APPROVAL OF THE MAYOR:

1. FIND that, based on facts presented by the City Attorney and recommendations by the
City Administrative Officer and the City Legislative Analyst, the settlement is in the best
interests of the city.

2. AUTHORIZE the City Attorney to obtain a stipulated judgment pursuant to the terms of
the settlement (Federal Rule of Civil Procedure, Rule 54/Cal. Code Civ. Proc. Sec.
664.6, or other similar law).

3. AUTHORIZE the Controller to transfer $195,000 as a loan or advance from the Reserve
Fund to the Unappropriated Balance and appropriate therefrom to the Liability Claims
Fund No. 100/59, Account No. 009798 – Miscellaneous Liability Payouts, to Fund No.
100/59, Account No. 009795 – Public Works, Street Services Liability Payouts, to be
repaid with the proceeds of a judgment obligation bond issuance.

4. AUTHORIZE the City Attorney to draw a demand from Liability Claims Fund No. 100/59,
Account No. 009795 – Public Works, Street Services Liability Payouts, as follows:
Cohen & Marzban, LC Client Trust Account and Jo Anne Korngute in the amount of
$195,000.

5. AUTHORIZE the City Attorney, or designee, to make necessary technical adjustments,
subject to the approval of the City Administrative Officer; and, AUTHORIZE the
Controller to implement the instructions.

This matter was recommended for approval by the Budget and Finance Committee 
(Yaroslavsky – Blumenfield – McOsker – Hernandez: “Yes; Hutt: “Absent”) at its meeting held 
on February 18, 2025, in Closed Session as permitted by Government Code Section 
54956.9(d)(1).

PRESENTED BY_________________________________
KATY YAROSLAVSKY
Councilmember, 5th District

SECONDED BY _________________________________
BOB BLUMENFIELD
Councilmember, 3rd District

MM 2-26-25
CF 24-1509



ITEM NO. 37
2/26/25 Council – Regular Meeting Agenda 

Closed Session 
MOTION

I HEREBY MOVE that the Council ADOPT the following recommendations in order to effect 
settlement in the case entitled Juan Cardenas v. City of Los Angeles, et al., Los Angeles 
Superior Court Case No. 21STCV15658. (This matter arises from a trip and fall accident that 
occurred on May 28, 2020, on Cypress Avenue near Silver Street, in Los Angeles.), SUBJECT 
TO THE APPROVAL OF THE MAYOR:

1. FIND that, based on facts presented by the City Attorney and recommendations by the 
City Administrative Officer and the City Legislative Analyst, the settlement is in the best 
interests of the city.

2. AUTHORIZE the City Attorney to obtain a stipulated judgment pursuant to the terms of 
the settlement (Federal Rule of Civil Procedure, Rule 54/Cal. Code Civ. Proc. Sec. 
664.6, or other similar law).

3. AUTHORIZE the Controller to transfer $150,000 as a loan or advance from the Reserve 
Fund to the Unappropriated Balance and appropriate therefrom to the Liability Claims 
Fund No. 100/59, Account No. 009798 – Miscellaneous Liability Payouts, to Fund No. 
100/59, Account No. 009795 – Public Works, Street Services Liability Payouts, to be 
repaid with the proceeds of a judgment obligation bond issuance.

4. AUTHORIZE the City Attorney to draw a demand from Liability Claims Fund No. 100/59, 
Account No. 009795 – Public Works, Street Services Liability Payouts, as follows: The 
Swanson Law Group and Juan Cardenas in the amount of $150,000.

5. AUTHORIZE the City Attorney, or designee, to make necessary technical adjustments, 
subject to the approval of the City Administrative Officer; and, AUTHORIZE the 
Controller to implement the instructions.

This matter was recommended for approval by the Budget and Finance Committee 
(Yaroslavsky – Blumenfield – McOsker – Hernandez: “Yes; Hutt: “Absent”) at its meeting held 
on February 18, 2025, in Closed Session as permitted by Government Code Section 
54956.9(d)(1).

PRESENTED BY_________________________________
KATY YAROSLAVSKY
Councilmember, 5th District

SECONDED BY _________________________________
BOB BLUMENFIELD
Councilmember, 3rd District

MM 2-26-25
CF 25-0023



ITEM NO. 38
2/26/25 Council – Regular Meeting Agenda 

Closed Session 
MOTION

I HEREBY MOVE that the Council ADOPT the following recommendations in order to effect 
settlement in the case entitled Austin Huebner v. City of Los Angeles, Los Angeles Superior 
Court Case No. 22STCV37922. (This matter arises from a fall incident on January 8, 2022, at 
the intersection of Sunset Boulevard and North Highland Avenue, in Los Angeles.), SUBJECT 
TO THE APPROVAL OF THE MAYOR:

1. FIND that, based on facts presented by the City Attorney and recommendations by the 
City Administrative Officer and the City Legislative Analyst, the settlement is in the best 
interests of the city.

2. AUTHORIZE the City Attorney to obtain a stipulated judgment pursuant to the terms of 
the settlement (Federal Rule of Civil Procedure, Rule 54/Cal. Code Civ. Proc. Sec. 
664.6, or other similar law).

3. AUTHORIZE the Controller to transfer $400,000 as a loan or advance from the Reserve 
Fund to the Unappropriated Balance and appropriate therefrom to the Liability Claims 
Fund No. 100/59, Account No. 009798 – Miscellaneous Liability Payouts, to Fund No. 
100/59, Account No. 009795 – Public Works, Street Services Liability Payouts, to be 
repaid with the proceeds of a judgment obligation bond issuance.

4. AUTHORIZE the City Attorney to draw a demand from Liability Claims Fund No. 100/59, 
Account No. 009795 – Public Works, Street Services Liability Payouts, as follows: 
Carpenter & Zuckerman and Austin Huebner in the amount of $400,000.

5. AUTHORIZE the City Attorney, or designee, to make necessary technical adjustments, 
subject to the approval of the City Administrative Officer; and, AUTHORIZE the 
Controller to implement the instructions.

This matter was recommended for approval by the Budget and Finance Committee 
(Yaroslavsky – Blumenfield – McOsker – Hernandez: “Yes; Hutt: “Absent”) at its meeting held 
on February 18, 2025, in Closed Session as permitted by Government Code Section 
54956.9(d)(1).

PRESENTED BY_________________________________
KATY YAROSLAVSKY
Councilmember, 5th District

SECONDED BY _________________________________
BOB BLUMENFIELD
Councilmember, 3rd District

MM 2-26-25
CF 24-1511



ITEM NO. 39
2/26/25 Council – Regular Meeting Agenda 

Closed Session 
MOTION

I HEREBY MOVE that the Council ADOPT the following recommendations in order to effect 
settlement in the case entitled Marques Bufor v. Anthony Handy, et al., Los Angeles Superior 
Court Case No. 24STCV13843. (This matter arises from an automobile incident that occurred 
on October 26, 2023 on the southbound Interstate 5 (I-5) Freeway about 500 feet south of 
Glendale Boulevard, in the City of Los Angeles.), SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF THE 
MAYOR:

REJECT the proposed settlement.

This matter was recommended for approval by the Budget and Finance Committee 
(Yaroslavsky – Blumenfield – Hutt – McOsker – Hernandez: “Yes”) at its meeting held on 
February 18, 2025, in Closed Session as permitted by Government Code Section 54956.9(d)(1).

PRESENTED BY_________________________________
KATY YAROSLAVSKY
Councilmember, 5th District

SECONDED BY _________________________________
BOB BLUMENFIELD
Councilmember, 3rd District

MM 2-26-25
CF 25-0101



ITEM NO. 40
2/26/25 Council – Regular Meeting Agenda 

Closed Session 
MOTION

I HEREBY MOVE that the Council ADOPT the following recommendations in order to effect 
settlement in the case entitled Byford (Peter) Whittingham v. City of Los Angeles, et al., United 
States District Court Case No. 2:16-cv-08412-TJH-E. (This matter arises from a complaint of 
First-Amendment retaliation – Freedom of Speech (42 U.S.C. 1983), whistleblower retaliation 
under California Labor Code Section 1102.5 and retaliation in violation of the California Fair 
Employment and Housing Act against the City.), SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF THE 
MAYOR:

1. AUTHORIZE the City Attorney’s Office to expend up to $370,000 in settlement of the 
above-entitled matter.

2. AUTHORIZE the Controller to transfer $370,000 from the Liability Claims Fund No. 
100/59, Account No. 009798, Miscellaneous Liability Payouts, to Fund No. 100/59, 
Account No. 009792, Police Liability Payouts.

3. AUTHORIZE the City Attorney to draw a demand from Fund No. 100/59, Account No. 
009792, Police Liability Payouts, as follows: Robert Stanford Brown, APC and Byford 
Peter Whittingham in the amount of $370,000.

4. AUTHORIZE the City Attorney, or designee, to make necessary technical adjustments, 
subject to the approval of the City Administrative Officer; and, AUTHORIZE the 
Controller to implement the instructions.

This matter was recommended for approval by the Budget and Finance Committee 
(Yaroslavsky – Blumenfield – Hutt – McOsker – Hernandez: “Yes”) at its meeting held on 
February 18, 2025, in Closed Session as permitted by Government Code Section 54956.9(d)(1).

PRESENTED BY_________________________________
KATY YAROSLAVSKY
Councilmember, 5th District

SECONDED BY _________________________________
BOB BLUMENFIELD
Councilmember, 3rd District

MM 2-26-25
CF 25-0122



ITEM NO. 41 
2/26/25 Council – Regular Meeting Agenda 

Closed Session 

MOTION 

I HEREBY MOVE that the Council ADOPT the following recommendations in order to effect 
settlement in the case entitled Cesar Osorio v. City of Los Angeles, et al., Los Angeles Superior 
Court Case No. 23STCV12734. [This matter arises from claims under the Fair Employment and 
Housing Act for: (1) Gender discrimination; (2) Age discrimination; (3) Disability discrimination; (4) 
Hostile work environment; (5) Harassment based on age, gender, and disability; (6) Failure to 
accommodate a disability; (7) Failure to engage in the interactive process; (8) Retaliation; (9) 
Wrongful constructive termination; and (10) Failure to prevent discrimination.], SUBJECT TO THE 
APPROVAL OF THE MAYOR: 

1. AUTHORIZE the City Attorney’s Office and the Los Angeles Police Department to

expend up to $195,000 in settlement of the above-entitled matter.

2. AUTHORIZE the Controller to transfer $175,500 from the Liability Claims Fund No.

100/59, Account No. 009798, Miscellaneous Liability Payouts, to Fund No. 100/59,

Account No. 009792, Police Liability Payouts.

3. AUTHORIZE the City Attorney to draw a demand from Fund No. 100/59, Account No.

009792, Police Liability Payouts, as follows: Lipeles Law Group, APC Client Trust

Account in the amount of $175,500.

4. AUTHORIZE the Los Angeles Police Department to draw a demand from Fund No.

100/70, Account No.001012 – Sworn Salaries payable to Cesar E. Osorio for back

wages in the amount of $19,500, subject to all applicable taxes, deductions and payroll

withholdings.

5. AUTHORIZE the City Attorney, or designee, to make necessary technical adjustments,

subject to the approval of the City Administrative Officer; and, AUTHORIZE the

Controller to implement the instructions.

This matter was recommended for approval by the Budget and Finance Committee (Yaroslavsky 

– Blumenfield – Hutt – McOsker – Hernandez: “Yes”) at its meeting held on February 18, 2025,

in Closed Session as permitted by Government Code Section 54956.9(d)(1).

PRESENTED BY_________________________________ 

KATY YAROSLAVSKY 

Councilmember, 5th District 

SECONDED BY _________________________________ 

BOB BLUMENFIELD 

Councilmember, 3rd District 
MM 2-26-25 

CF 24-1395



ITEM NO. 42 
2/26/25 Council – Regular Meeting Agenda  

Closed Session  

MOTION 
 
I HEREBY MOVE that the Council ADOPT the following recommendations in order to effect 
settlement in the case entitled Scott Harmon v. City of Los Angeles, Los Angeles Superior Court 
Case No. 22STCV18796. (This matter arises from a November of 2021 failure to promote claim.), 
SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF THE MAYOR: 
 

1. AUTHORIZE the City Attorney’s Office and the Los Angeles Public Works, Street 

Services Department to expend up to $295,000 in settlement of the above-entitled 

matter. 

 

2. AUTHORIZE the Controller to transfer $290,000 from the Liability Claims Fund No. 

100/59, Account No. 009798, Miscellaneous Liability Payouts, to Fund No. 100/59, 

Account No. 009795, Public Works, Street Services Liability Payouts. 

 

3. AUTHORIZE the City Attorney to draw a demand from Fund No. 100/59, Account No. 

009795, Public Works, Street Services Liability Payouts, as follows: McIntyre & Larson, 

ALC Client Trust Account in the amount of $290,000. 

 

4. AUTHORIZE the Los Angeles Public Works, Street Services Department to draw a 

demand from Fund No. 100/86, Account No.001010–Salaries General payable to Scott 

Harmon for back wages in the amount of $5,000, as gross wages subject to all 

applicable taxes, deductions, and payroll withholdings. 

 

5. AUTHORIZE the City Attorney, or designee, to make necessary technical adjustments, 

subject to the approval of the City Administrative Officer; and, AUTHORIZE the 

Controller to implement the instructions. 

 

This matter was recommended for approval by the Budget and Finance Committee (Yaroslavsky 

– Blumenfield – Hutt – McOsker – Hernandez: “Yes”) at its meeting held on February 18, 2025, 

in Closed Session as permitted by Government Code Section 54956.9(d)(1). 

 

 

PRESENTED BY_________________________________ 

KATY YAROSLAVSKY 

Councilmember, 5th District 

 

 

 

SECONDED BY _________________________________ 

BOB BLUMENFIELD 

Councilmember, 3rd District 
MM 2-25-25 

CF 24-1506 
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