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10M people

87.3% of CSCC patient population***

LA County largest immigrant, LGBTQ+, 
and ethnically-diverse population

* U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2017-2021
** LGBT Adults in Large US Metropolitan Areas and in US, Gallup Daily Tracking Survey, 2012-2017 

*** Cedars Tumor Registry data (received on July 21, 2023), includes newly registered patients 
from 2018-2022 from CSMC, Tower Hematology, TACRI and Breast Center

LA County (%)* US (%)*

Hispanic/Latino/a/e/x 48.7 18.4

Mexican Ancestry 74.7 60.8

Central American Ancestry 16.8 9.5

Black 7.9 12.6

Asian 14.8 5.7

Filipino 23.1 15.6

Korean 13.9 7.8

LGBT** 5.1 4.5

Limited English-speaking household 12.1 4.2

Foreign-born 33.5 13.6

Below Poverty level 13.9 12.6

1 dot = 200 people

Asian Ethnic Diversity

Filipino
Korean
Chinese
South Asian

Japanese
Vietnamese
Other

1 dot = 150 people

Racial and Ethnic Diversity

Native Hawaiian/
Pacific Islander
Some other races
Two or more races
Non-Hispanic 
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American 
Indian/
Alaska Native
Asian
Black
Hispanic/
Latino/a/e/x

Asian
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Catchment 
Area/LAC California US

Limited English-
speaking 
households*

402K 1.1M 5.2M

Foreign-born* 3.4M 10.5M 44.1M

LGBT** 523K 1.5M 9.4M

Hispanic/
Latinx/a/o/e*** 645K 15.6M 62.1M

Asian*** 1.4M 6.1M 19.9M

Filipino* 340K 1.3M 2.9M

Korean* 205K 471K 1.5M
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Age-Adjusted mortality Rates (per 100,000) Los Angeles County (2016-2020)
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Cancer Related Lifestyle/Behavioral Risk Factors in Los Angeles 
County



Breast cancer cases were obtained from the Cancer Surveillance Program (n=138,965) and were limited to women diagnosed between 1988 and
2010. Among these women, 82.3% (n=114,421) were diagnosed with invasive breast cancer (local, regional and distant stages). Among invasive
breast cancer cases, 38.4% (n=43,937) were diagnosed at later stages (regional and distant stages). From Agustin AL, Surani Z, Cockburn M,
Baezconde-Garbanati L. (2011, June). Creating tailored local cancer control plans: Are Cancer Surveillance Units at the table? Poster session at
the annual meeting of the North American Association of Central Cancer Registries, Louisville, KY (https://goo.gl/MbC6PF)

Mapping the density 
distribution of late-stage 

breast cancer cases in Los 
Angeles County reveals 

geographic disparities and 
local communities to 
prioritize in efforts to 

improve breast cancer 
screening 

6

Incidence of Late-stage Breast Cancer in Koreatown and Pico-
Union Neighborhoods of Los Angeles 

https://goo.gl/MbC6PF
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Geospatial analyses revealed geographic disparities in 
breast cancer among Korean women. Data is utilized to 
identify clinics and potential community partners

Heat Map of Late-Stage Breast 
Cancer

Hotspots + Free/Low-Cost 
Mammogram Clinics Hotspots + Korean Churches
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Community Health Workers – Evidence Based 

Cancer Screening 

Source: https://www.thecommunityguide.org/pages/community-health-workers.html
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Promotora Training in 
Hispanic/Latinx 
Community
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CHW Training in 
Korean Community
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Cancer 101 Education  
Tailored for Korean, Spanish and Tagalog Speakers 



12

Community Health Workers (CHW)/ Promotoras
Expand Reach and Provide Support

Cancer education
Navigate

to screening and 
diagnostic facilities 

Follow up abnormal 
finding treatment 

support

Recruit for 
clinical trials

42 CHWs and Navigators funded 
and actively deployed

Navigate through Cancer Continuum for Underserved Communities
Prevention Survivorship or End of Life 
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Korean: Low breast cancer 
screening 

Hispanic/Latino/a/e/x: 
Low MASLD awareness

Filipino: Low colorectal 
Cancer screening 

Black: Low lung cancer 
screening

CHWs Reduce Barriers & Improve Screening 
In Faith-Based Organizations 

CA Assessment 
2,647 survey respondents Impact:

11 Cancers detected
3 CRC detected
8 breast cancer detected

Materials translated into 3 languages 
(Korean, Tagalog & Spanish)

Community Engagement
Korean, H/L, Filipino and Black 
churches and FQHCs
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Church 
navigators

Research Study Testing CHWs in Churches

Initial Results
COE trained 32 navigators in 16 churches who 
identified 237 women not compliant to 
screening recommendations

Church-Based Navigation to Increase Breast Cancer Screening in 
Korean communities 

Scale: 300 
Churches 

California Breast 
Cancer Research 
Program funded

Haile 
(CPC)

Pastor J. Lee
LA Onnuri
Church

Curriculum 
development

Navigator 
training

Increased 
screeningPartnerships

Program implementation

Achieve 
adherence to 
breast cancer 
screening

Increase 
detection of 
early-stage 
breast cancers

Decrease breast 
cancer 
disparities, 
morbidity, and 
mortality

검사
교회

학교
협력

교회 교회 교회

Impact
• Went from 0% to 68% compliant in 

receiving mammograms
• Change church policy to incorporate 

navigators

Hotspot

Breast

Bidirectional Engagement 2

Evaluation3

1



15

Community Outreach Accomplishments 2018-2022

Impact: CHW Interventions at FQHCs 

>430 
cancer education 
events

>33,000 
cancer screenings

42
Lay navigators engaged

126 trained

16
organizations and FQHCs using 
Evidence based Interventions (EBI)

>360,000
cancer information

Influenced 
adoption of EBI 
in 3 LGBTQ+
organizations

2023 Accomplishments 
100 cancer education events 

1,287 cancer screenings 
11 cancers diagnosed 

(8 breast cancer 3 colorectal cancer)

85% FIT kits 
returned

4x increase in 
mammography–
in reach and outreach15,885 FIT tests 

distributed
43% FIT tests returned

5 FQHC partners
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Stories from the Community

• Korean woman in her 50s, who is busy working full time at a 
restaurant and helping others by volunteering at church, received 
breast cancer screening for the first time. 
• COE-trained Health Navigator kept telling her the importance of 

breast cancer screening and provided resources with caring 
hearts. 

• “[COE-trained] Navigator really cares for [me]”. 

• Korean woman in her late 40s, who is uninsured and had 2 jobs, 
received breast cancer screening at a convenient time. COE-trained 
Health Navigator consistently sent breast cancer screening events by 
text message. 

• “I am thankful for the navigator who sent information 
continuously until [I] could find the perfect time.” 
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Cancer Education in Hispanic/Latinx Community 

A total of 40 Promotoras were trained
to conduct education, outreach, and 
navigation to women in need of breast
cancer screening.
Promotoras faciliated 64 cancer
prevention and education workshops 
reaching a total of 935 community
members.
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Mobile Breast Cancer Screening Program 
with Latinx Community 

Partnered with 
Clinica Monseñor
Oscar Romero and 
provided 85 
mammograms to 
EWC qualified 
women.

A total of 811 patients 
from Clinica 
Monseñor Romero 
were referred for 
mammograms to 
providers.  
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Grateful to the Promotoras of Clinica Mosenor Oscar Romero 
For their dedication, support and commitment to Reduce 
Cancer Disparities 

Special Thanks to Lourdes Barajas and Dong Hee Kim at 
Cedars-Sinai Cancer who trained and support Community 
Health Workers and Promotoras in their efforts. 
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Future Challenge: improving Lung Cancer Screening in LA
High lung cancer 
mortality in Black and 
Korean communities

High-risk Census Tracts

Mobile LDCT 
Screening 
Program

Lung Cancer Hotspots with 
High Smoking Prevalence



21

Thank You

감사합니다

�གས་�ེ་ཆེ་། (tujay-chay) Salamat

Dhanyavaadaha (धन्यवादः)

நன்றி 
(Nandri)

Gracias
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